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Rabiesin Ontario
During the First Quarter

So far, 2004 is reminiscent of the late
1990s with only 18 cases during the first
three months. The numbers have not been
this low since 1999 when raccoon strain ra-
biesfirst entered Ontario.

Part of the reason may be that for the
third consecutive quarter, there was not a
single confirmed case of raccoon strain ra-
biesin Ontario. Typically, March and April
are significant months for terrestrial rabies
cases due to the increased transmission of
rabies during the mating season.

The number of rabid bats was aso low
with only two for the entire quarter (one in
Ottawa-Carleton and one in Middlesex).
Bat cases are typically low during this time
period due to winter hibernation.

The number of rabid foxes and skunks
was also low with only one rabid fox and
four rabid skunks. The fox was a surveil-
lance animal collected by the Rabies Re-
search and Development Unit. It was a
road-kill from Perth county collected in No-
vember 2003 but was not tested until 2004.
The rabid skunks were scattered throughout
southern Ontario with one case in Simcoe
county, one case in Dufferin county, one
case in Grey county and one case in Bruce
county.

The disappointing feature in 2004 is the
number of livestock cases compared to the
total number of cases. Over 55% of all of
the cases (10 of the 18) were livestock. In
Grey county, there were two rabid cows
from a single farm. There were also three
rabid cows from a single farm in Simcoe
county. This clustering of cases may make
the rabies situation appear worse than it ac-
tualy is. Normally, in wildlife cases, it is
expected that this clustering of cases occurs.
If one animal in a family unit is infected
with rabies, it is quite probable that other
members of the same family unit will be-
come infected. Only occasionally though is

more than one wildlife case found clustered
with another case. With livestock and do-
mestic animals, normally all cases are diag-
nosed. Traditionally, it is believed that only
afraction of wildlife rabies cases are discov-
ered. It is very easy for a wild animal in
rural areas to become infected with rabies
and die without being encountered by a hu-
man.

The livestock cases are a good indica
tion that not all wildlife cases are being di-
agnosed. In southwestern Ontario, the typi-
cal home range for a skunk is less than 3
km?. All of the livestock cases were much
further than this from the nearest rabid
skunk. The shortest distance from a rabid
skunk to a rabid cow in 2004 was 13 km.
One of the rabid cows was over 30 km from
the nearest rabid skunk (and more than two
counties away from the nearest rabid fox).
Livestock and domestic animals may be-
come the best indicators in future of the
remnant wildlife rabies cases.

Hopefully, the low incidence of diag-
nosed rabies cases for the first quarter will
be an indication of how the remainder of
2004 will proceed.
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Animal Rabies Report: January to March 2004

Animal Type Fox Raccoon Skunk Other Wildlife Bat Dog Cat Livestock Totals
COU nty or R%' on # Cumulative # Cumulative # Cumulative # Cumulative # Cumulative Cumulative Cumulative # Cumulative # Cumulative
04 | 03 04 | 03 04 03 04 03 04 03 04 03 04 03 04 03 04 03
Eastern
Stormont, Dundas & Glengarry 0 0 0
Prescott 0 0 0
Russell 0 0 0
Ottawa-Carleton 1 1 1 1 0
Renfrew 0 0 0
Lanark 0 0 0
Leedsand Grenville 7 0 0 7
Frontenac 1 0 0 1
Lennox & Addington 0
Central

Hastings 0 0 0
Prince Edward 0 0 0
Northumberland 0 0 0
Victoria 0 0 0
Haliburton 0 0 0
Peter borough 1 0 0 1
Durham 0 0 0
York Region 0 0 0
Toronto 0 0 0
Simcoe 1 1 4 4 5 5 0




Animal Rabies Report: January to March 2004

Animal Type Fox Raccoon Skunk Other Wildlife Bat Dog Cat Livestock Totals
COU nty or Regl on # Cumulative # Cumulative # Cumulative # Cumulative # Cumulative # Cumulative # Cumulative # Cumulative # Cumulative
04 03 04 03 04 03 04 03 04 03 04 03 04 03 04 03 04 03
Western
Pedl 0O O 0
Halton 0O O 0
Dufferin 1 1 1 1 0
Wellington 2 1 1 1 1 1 3
Waterloo 0O O 0
Perth 1 1 1 1 0
Grey 1 1 1 1 1 4 4 1 6 6 2
Bruce 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 3
Huron 1 0O O 1
Southern

Wentworth 0O O 0
Haldimand-Norfolk 0 O 0
Brant 0 O 0
Niagara 0 O 0
Elgin 0O ©O 0
Oxford 0 O 0
Middlesex 1 1 1 1 0
Lambton 0O O 0
Kent 1 o o 1

Essex 0O O 0



Animal Rabies Report: January to March 2004
Animal Type Fox Raccoon Skunk Other Wildlife Bat Dog Cat Livestock Totals

County or Reglon # Cumulative # Cumulative # Cumulative # Cumulative # Cumulative # Cumulative # Cumulative # Cumulative # Cumulative

04 03 04 03 04 03 04 03 04 03 04 03 04 03 04 03 04 03
Northern
Muskoka 0 0 0
Parry Sound 0 0 0
Nipissing 0 0 0
Sudbury 1 0 0 1
Cochrane 0 0 0
Timiskaming 0 0 0
Algoma 0 0 0
Thunder Bay 1 0 0 1
Rainy River 0 0 0
Kenora 0 0 0
Regional Totals

Eastern 7 1 1 1 1 1 8
Central 1 1 1 4 4 5 5 1
Western 1 1 1 1 3 3 3 2 6 6 4 11 11 9
Southern 1 1 1 1 1 1
Northern 1 1 0 0 2
TOTALS 1 1 1 1 1 7 4 4 3 0O O 1 2 2 5 0 0 0O O O O 10 10 4 18 18 21

Notes for this quarter: Both bats were big brown bats.
The livestock casesincluded 1 horse in Bruce county. All other livestock cases were cattle.
The red fox was obtained during the Rabies Unit surveillance program and was actually found dead in November 2003.



O Syracuse

Buftalo. January - March 2004

@ = 1 confirmed rabid fox

— Betro ‘ # =1 confirmed rabid skunk
| # = location unknown by county
total fox cases = 1

total skunk cases = 4
(1 skunk case not shown)

GIS Lab, Queen's University
Data Source: Ontario Laboratory-Fallowfield (CFIA)



Rabid Raccoons in Ontario

‘a ‘ 0 Syracuse
‘ =) ‘"Buffalo  January - March 2004
— + =1 confirmed rabid raccoon

# = location unknown by county

[detrg . ,
u total raccoon cases = 1(arctic fox strain)

GIS Lab, Queen's University
Data Source: Ontario Laboratory-Fallowfield (CFIA)



