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Rabies in the fi rst quarter
Beverly Stevenson

So far, 2011 has been a very quiet year on the rabies front 
with only two rabid bats confirmed during the first three 
months. Although this is a 100% increase from the first 
quarter of 2010, it is still very good news. 

Both big brown bats were from western Ontario (Bruce and Wellington 
counties).

Historically, there has been an increase in rabies cases during the late winter 
and early spring as a result of increased contact between animals during 
wildlife breeding seasons. However, the lack of cases in wildlife so far in 2011 
suggests that the recent use of ONRAB® vaccine (which is effective in skunks, 
foxes, and raccoons), coupled with our immediate high density baiting in 
response to confi rmed rabies cases, are an effective combination.

As in 2010, high density baiting will be conducted around any new terrestrial 
rabies cases in 2011. In addition to this, the regular aerial rabies baiting will 
be conducted in September. However, the area to be baited will be much 
smaller (39% reduction) than last year, given the decrease in rabies cases in 
the province. 

Each year, baits are distributed in an approximately 50km buffer around all 
terrestrial rabies cases. As you will recall from the last issue of the Rabies 
Reporter, the only non-bat rabies cases since January 1st, 2010 were in Grey 
County. If there are no new cases before September, the baiting area will 
be reduced on the southern and eastern edges and will move further away 
from several urban centres including Toronto, London, Kitchener-Waterloo, 
and Guelph. Although we will miss seeing how much the urban sprawl has 
increased each year, there will be a lot less preparation required to arrange 
baiting times near the larger airports.
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This map should not be relied on as a precise indicator of routes or locations, nor as a guide to navigation. The Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources (OMNR) shall not be liable in any way for the use of, or reliance upon, this map or any information on this map. 
Produced by the Wildlife Research and Development Section, Ministry of Natural Resources, Peterborough, Ontario, May 2011.
Projection: UTM Zone 17 Datum: NAD 83. Data Sources: NRVIS Database, OMNR; CFIA. Copyright © Queen's Printer for Ontario, 2011.
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Animal Type

11 10 11 10 11 10 11 10 11 10 11 10 11 10 11 10 11 10

 Stormont, Dundas & Glengarry 0 0 0
 Prescott-Russell 0 0 0
 Ottawa-Carleton 0 0 0
 Renfrew 0 0 0
 Lanark 0 0 0
 Leeds and Grenville 0 0 0
 Frontenac 0 0 0
 Lennox & Addington 0 0 0

 Hastings 0 0 0
 Prince Edward 0 0 0
 Northumberland 0 0 0
 Victoria 0 0 0
 Haliburton 0 0 0
 Peterborough 0 0 0
 Durham 0 0 0
 York Region 0 0 0
 Toronto 1 0 0 1
 Simcoe 0 0 0

 Peel 0 0 0
 Halton 0 0 0
 Dufferin 0 0 0
 Wellington 1 1 1 1 0
 Waterloo 0 0 0
 Perth 0 0 0
 Grey 0 0 0
 Bruce 1 1 1 1 0
 Huron 0 0 0
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Animal Type

11 10 11 10 11 10 11 10 11 10 11 10 11 10 11 10 11 10

 Wentworth 0 0 0
 Haldimand-Norfolk 0 0 0
 Brant 0 0 0
 Niagara 0 0 0
 Elgin 0 0 0
 Oxford 0 0 0
 Middlesex 0 0 0
 Lambton 0 0 0
 Kent 0 0 0
 Essex 0 0 0

 Muskoka 0 0 0
 Parry Sound 0 0 0
 Nipissing 0 0 0
 Sudbury 0 0 0
 Cochrane 0 0 0
 Timiskaming 0 0 0
 Algoma 0 0 0
 Thunder Bay 0 0 0
 Rainy River 0 0 0
 Kenora 0 0 0

 Eastern 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
 Central 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
 Western 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 0
 Southern 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
 Northern 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
 Totals 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 1

Regional Totals

Notes for this quarter: Both bats were big brown bats.
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