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January - March 2012

Recap of rabies (or lack thereof) during the
past three months

Beverly Stevenson, Ministry of Natural Resources

It was another quiet quarter on the rabies front with
only two rabid bats reported during this period.

This is the same number as reported during the first quarter of 2011. This is good
news given the mild winter conditions that southern Ontario experienced; the
mild weather allowed wildlife to be much more active and mobile than is typical
during harsh winters which could have resulted in an increase in rabies.

The bats were from Elgin and Peterborough counties; both were big brown bats.

Although there are eight species of bats found in Ontario, the little brown bat and
the big brown bat are the most populous species. The less common species are
the eastern pipistrelle, silver-haired, hoary, red, small-footed, and northern long-
eared. The big brown bat is the species most commonly diagnosed with rabies,
accounting for over 90% of all bats diagnosed.

Since the discovery of white nose syndrome in Ontario in March 2010, the
disease has caused catastrophic die-offs. The impact has been so significant across
Canada that the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada did
an emergency review of the status of three species of bats. The little brown, tri-
coloured, and the northern long-eared bats all received emergency endangered
designation in February 2012. The Committee on the Status of Species at Risk
in Ontario will also be reviewing the status of bats in Ontario in May 2012. This
massive decline in bat populations could significantly impact the incidence of
rabid bats in Ontario. For more information on white nose syndrome, visit http://

www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/Business/FW/2 ColumnSubPage/278166.html.

Stay tuned for the next issue of the Rabies Reporter for
news on the latest case of human rabies in Canada —
the first in Ontario since 1967.



Animal Rabies Report: January to March 2012
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Animal Type

Fox

Raccoon

Skunk
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Notes for this quarter: Both bats were big brown bats.
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