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LABORATORY SERVICES REFERRED FROM HOSPITALS

Inpatient and outpatient laboratory services are the financial responsibility
of the patient's hospital.

If specimens are collected in hospital but the testing is performed outside
of the hospital, the financial responsibility still remains with the hospital.
Claims for such services may not be submitted to the Ministry of Health by
the laboratory performing the service. Such claims should be billed directly
to the referring hospital.

It is not acceptable for a private medical lab or the Hospital In Common
Laboratories to bill the Ministry for tests which originate in a hospital.

If the hospital collects specimens on its premises, creates a Ministry of

Health requisition form signed by its pathologist or one of its own physicians,

and sends that requisition to a private lab or to the Hospital In Common Laboratory,
the hospital should be billed by the performing lab.

Work referred to a hospital laboratory from community physicians on their

own patients is also the responsibility of the hospital. Work referred directly
to a private medical laboratory from community physicians on their own patients
is billable to the Ministry through the appropriate district office listed
below.

This policy reiterates that as stated in previous bulletins (#4089, 4121,
4161, 4182, 4186, 4203).
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