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Subject ADDICTION REFERRALS OUT-OF-COUNTRY

The Ministry of Health is aware that many Ontario residents with addiction
problems have been and continue to be referred to out-of-country hospitals
for treatment. There may be instances where some referring agencies or
individuals have financial arrangements with out-of-country hospitals.
This agressive marketing of services has been the major cause of the 600%
increase in the Ministry's payment to American hospitals for addiction

services over the past two fiscal years.

It is the view of the Ministry of Health that referral to an qut-of-country
hospital is in the best interest of the client only where equivalent services
cannot be provided in Ontario within a reasonable period of time and where
there is no financial advantage or conflict of interest for the referring

agent.

The Ministry of Health is seeking your co-operation by ensuring that when
your patients are referred to out-of-country hospitals for addiction
treatment, they understand that they should receive prior approval by the
Ministry of Health. Please advise those patients to contact the Provider
Services Branch of the Ministry for more details about the out-of-country
payment policy prior to leaving Ontario for addiction treatment.

Office locations

Barrie Hamiiton Kencra Kohggum
30 Poyntz St. 119 King St. W 100 Main St. S. 1 Princess St.
M 3P2 P.O. Box 2280, Stn. A PON 1S9 P.O. Box 9000
LBN 4C8 K7L 5A9

] Ottawa Owen Sound Mhorom.
\ Jower, Osh. Ctre. Fuller Building 981 2nd Avenue E. Park Lane
479 King St. W. 75 Albert Street N4K 2H5 815 High Street
P.O. Box 635 L1H 8L4 K1P 5Y9 KSJ
Sudbury Thunder Timmins Te
199 Larch St., 8th Floor esm:g S. 38 Pine St. N., 101 Mall, 2195Yonrsma
P3E 5R1 P.O.Box 5000 P7C5G6  Ste. 110 P4N 6K6 SW .0.1%%:( 1700

0442-84 (90/06)

ey Lot s oo BT
o P.O. Box 5700 P.O. Box 7020,Stn. A
235 K‘im‘&. E. Terminal A L5A 3M1
N2G N6A 4L6
St. Catharines Sarnia Sault Ste. Marie
59 Church St. 452 Christina St. N. 205 McNabb St.
3rd Floor N7T 5W4 2nd Floor, Ste. 205
L2R 3C3 P6B 1Y3
Windsor Hsad Office
;‘4&7 ?(\nlbno Ave. z._OA Box 33m

1K1 ingston, Ont.

K7L 5J2





