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SUijeCtSpeciaIty Designation For OHIP Billing Numbers

The Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care (MOHL TC) has introduced new criteria under which a physician
can receive a specialty designation for the purpose of submitting claims to OHIP. The change in regulation
allows graduates of the Assessment Program for International Medical Graduates (APIMG), certain full-time
teaching or research appointments, and others identified by the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario
(CPSO) to obtain OHIP specialist billing numbers.

The Assessment Program for International Medical Graduates is sponsored by the Council of Ontario Faculties
of Medicine (COFM), CPSO and MOHLTC and is administered by the Council of Ontario Faculties of
Medicine. The purpose of the program is to assess fully qualified and recently practicing physicians who have
trained in countries whose educational programs are not accredited by the Liaison Committee on Medical
Education (LCME)/Committee on Accreditation of Canadian Medical Schools (CACMYS), the Royal College of
Physicians and Surgeons of Canada or the College of Family Physicians of Canada (CFPC); or physicians who
do not meet the 5 year practice eigibility requirement to sit the CFPC exams. For additional information
regarding this program and application details, please refer to :

http://www.cou.on.ca/heal th/home/img/imghomepage.htm

Effective November 1, 2002, section B.17 of the Schedule of Benefits has been amended to read as follows :

For the purposes of payment for services listed in the ” Consultations and Visits’ section of the Schedule, a
specialist is defined as a physician trained and practicing in arecognized medical or surgical specialty other
than family or general practice who, on the basis of such training and practice, holds either :

a. acertificate issued by the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada (RCPSC)
b. acertificate of registration issued by the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario (CPSO)

following successful completion of the Assessment Program for International Medical Graduates
(APIMG);
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. acertificate of registration issued by the CPSO to a physician employed full-time :

1. inateaching or research appointment, and
2. by the faculty of medicine of an Ontario university at the rank of assistant professor; or

. acertificate of registration to which certificate terms, conditions or limitations may be
attached, issued by the CPSO where the requirements of registration are otherwise not met.

The amended Schedule pages are enclosed with this bulletin.
INQUIRIES :
For further information on the APIMG program, see the above web link.

For physicians who already hold avalid Ontario certificate of registration from CPSO, information on
physician registration for an OHIP billing number may be obtained from the nearest MOHL TC office.
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