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SUBJECT: ASSISTIVE DEVICES PROGRAM HOSPITAL REPLACEMENT PROGRAM 
SHORT TERM OXYGEN USE 

 
 

The Ministry of Health and Long Term Care's Home Oxygen Program is introducing the Hospital 
Replacement Program (HRP). The HRP is a pilot project to determine if providing funding assistance for the 
short-term use of home oxygen will facilitate an early discharge from the hospital or avoid hospitalization 
entirely. The program is for individuals with an acute respiratory condition where the prescribing physician 
feels that home oxygen therapy and other support services will allow the individual to be at home or at the 
Long Term Care Home Convalescent Care Program. The pilot project is time limited to fiscal years 2005-06 
and 2006-07.  
 
Who can apply? 
 
Applicants with an acute respiratory condition but not restricted to: 
 
• Acute exacerbation of Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD) 
• Pneumonia 
• Pulmonary Edema 
• Pulmonary Emboli 
• Post-operative Lung Surgery 
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Does my patient have to meet medical eligibility criteria? 
 
Yes. Your patient must be hypoxic at rest. For the HRP, hypoxemia at rest is defined as a PaO2 of less than or 
equal to 60mmHg. 
 
Who will determine if a person is eligible to apply for short-term oxygen use? 
  
There are several methods of accessing the HRP for short-term oxygen use: 
 
• Community Care Access Centre Case Managers located in hospitals and Emergency Departments or 

Discharge Planners who have identified patients with an acute respiratory condition, who could potentially 
be discharged from the hospital either home or to the Convalescent Care Program. 

 
• Emergency Room physicians who have diagnosed their client with an acute respiratory condition and have 

determined that the use of short-term oxygen therapy, along with the appropriate medical treatment, will 
result in an early discharge from the hospital. 

 
• Physicians who have assessed hospital in-patients admitted with an acute respiratory condition and have 

determined that the use of short term oxygen therapy, along with appropriate medical treatment, will result 
in an earlier discharge from the hospital either to home or the Convalescent Care Program. 

 
• Family physicians who have diagnosed their clients with an acute respiratory condition and have 

determined that the use of short-term oxygen therapy, along with the appropriate medical treatment, will 
prevent their client from being admitted to the hospital. 

 
 
How long is funding available for short-term oxygen use? 
 
On receipt of a fully completed application form your patient can receive up to 60 days of funding assistance.  
 
Clients requiring long term oxygen for longer than 60 days must apply to the Home Oxygen Program and 
meet the programs medical eligibility criteria for long term funding assistance. The criteria are as follows: 
 
• PaO2 less than or equal to 55mmHg or a SaO2 less than or equal to 88%, 
• PaO2 between 56 - 60mmHg along with cor pulmonale, pulmonary hypertension or persistent 

erthrocytosis, 
• PaO2 between 56 - 60mHg along with exercise or nocturnal hypoxemia. 
 
How does my patient apply?  
 
An application for the Home Oxygen Program’s Short Term Oxygen Use must be completed.  
 
The application will be available in the following areas: 
 
• Emergency Departments, 
• CCAC Case Managers and Discharge Planners, 
• Family Physician offices 
• Nursing units 
• Home Oxygen vendors 
 
Applications are also available through the Ministry's InfoLine at (416) 314-5518 or 1-800-268-1154. 
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Where can I get more information?  
 
For more information regarding the Hospital Replacement Program, contact the Senior Program Coordinator 
at (416) 327-7368 or toll free at 1-800-268-6021.  
 


