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Subject: Mental Health Funding Improvements for Acute Care Psychiatry Services

In keeping with the 2004 Physician Services Agreement, the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care is
implementing new funding initiatives to improve patient access to hospital mental health services, including
emergency and in-patient services.

Effective October 1, 2005 the ministry is introducing two new funding initiatives:
1. Mental Health Sessional Fee Supplements

The Mental Health sessional fee supplements will be available to physicians in hospitals or community mental
health agencies or addiction agencies currently receiving mental health or addiction sessional funding.

In order to receive this supplement, physicians at each approved hospital, community mental health agency or
addiction agency who currently are receiving sessional funding will be required to apply for a new sessional
group number. This group number will only be utilized for the purpose of receiving the Mental Health
sessional fee supplements, and will include only those physicians participating as part of the group. Group
registration information will be mailed to hospitals, community mental health agencies and addiction agencies
in the next several weeks. Sessional hours provided by physicians in the Mental Health Sessional group after
October 1, 2005 will be eligible for the supplement.

A new fee code will be implemented for the Mental Health sessional fee supplement and will pay $11.00 per
sessional unit. A sessional unit is defined as a 30-minute period of time. This fee code is only payable to
providers affiliated with a Mental Health Sessional group. No other fee codes can be claimed under this group
number. This fee code will not be included in the Schedule of Benefits for Physician Services but will be
treated as a Schedule of Benefits payment for audit purposes.
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2. Psychiatric Stipend

As per the 2004 Physician Services Agreement, the psychiatric stipend was negotiated to enhance the
remuneration of physicians providing psychiatric services in hospitals and to attract psychiatrists to work in
hospitals.

This funding is intended to be implemented in two installments. The first installment of $5 million will be
invested on October 1, 2005. Funding will be administered through contractual arrangements between each
eligible hospitals and the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care.

This Bulletin is a general summary provided for information purposes only. Physicians, hospitals and other
health care providers are directed to review the Health Insurance Act, Regulation 552 and the Schedules under
that regulation, for the complete text of the provisions. You can access this information on-line at:
www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/. In the event of a conflict or inconsistency between this bulletin and the applicable
legislation and/or regulation, the legislation and/or regulation prevails.

Bulletins and the updated version of the Schedule of Benefits are available on the Ministry of Health and
Long-Term Care website http://www.health.gov.on.ca/.




