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Subject: Implementation of 2004 Physician Services Agreement

Changes to Payments for Operative Anaesthesia Services

In keeping with the recommendations of the joint ministry-Ontario Medical Association Operative Anaesthesia
Committee, the following changes have been made to remuneration for operative anaesthesia services lasting

more than two hours.

Effective October 1, 2006, time units are payable for each 15 minutes or part thereof as follows:

Up to and including the firsthour . .......... ... .. ... . i, 1 unit
After the first hour up to and including the second hour .. .............. 2 units
After thesecond hour. ......... .. 3 units

Time units are calculated on the basis of time spent by the anaesthesiologist and commence when the
anaesthesiologist is first in attendance with the patient in the OR for the purpose of initiating anaesthesia and
end when the anaesthesiologist is no longer in attendance (when the patient may safely be placed under
customary post-operative supervision).

This Bulletin is a general summary provided for information purposes only. Physicians, hospitals and other
health care providers are directed to review the Health Insurance Act, Regulation 552 and the Schedules under
that regulation, for the complete text of the provisions. You can access this information on-line at:
www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/. In the event of a conflict or inconsistency between this bulletin and the applicable
legislation and/or regulation, the legislation and/or regulation prevails.

Bulletins and the updated version of the Schedule of Benefits are available on the Ministry of Health and
Long-Term Care website http://www.health.gov.on.ca/.
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