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As communicated in INFOBulletin # 4675, the following products will be delisted from the
Ontario Drug Benefit (ODB) Formulary/Comparative Drug Index effective with the January
2017 ODB Formulary update:
e Higher strengths of long-acting opioids, including:
o Morphine 200 mg tablets;
o Hydromorphone 24 mg and 30 mg capsules;
o Fentanyl 75 mcg/hr and 100 mcg/hr patches; and

e Meperidine 50 mg tablets.
Palliative Care

As a result of ongoing work with health care providers and key groups specializing in palliative
care, led by the Ontario Palliative Care Network, effective with the January 2017 ODB
Formulary update, continued access to high-strength long-acting opioids for patients requiring
palliative care will be maintained through the ODB program’s:
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http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/ohip/bulletins/4000/bul4675.aspx
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1. Palliative Care Facilitated Access (PCFA) mechanism, for physicians who are
registered PCFA prescribers through the Ontario Medical Association; and

2. Exceptional Access Program (EAP) Telephone Request Service (TRS) for
physicians who are not PCFA prescribers, when the following criterion is met:

A consultation with a PCFA-registered prescriber has been undertaken to support
palliative care treatment using high-strength long-acting opioids.

Approval Duration: not to exceed12 months.
Renewal: Will require a new call to TRS and a new consultation from a registered
PCFA prescriber.

In both circumstances, the patient must have a progressive life-limiting illness’ and require the
high-strength long-acting opioid medication for palliative purposes.

The Telephone Request Service is available between 8:30 am to 5:00 pm Monday to Friday
(excluding statutory holidays) and can be reached by calling the Ontario Public Drug Programs
toll-free at 1-866-811-9893. Select the TRS option when prompted.

The current PCFA eligibility criteria for physicians are in the process of revision. While the
criteria are being updated, current prescribers registered under the PCFA program will
continue to be able to prescribe PCFA drugs. New criteria for future enrollees will be released
in the next couple of months.

For more information on the PCFA, please email: mailto:pcfa@oma.org

For more information on the EAP TRS, please visit:

http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/drugs/eap_trs.aspx

In the future, there may be further revisions to funding policies under the ODB Program to
reduce the risk of addiction and death resulting from the abuse, misuse, and diversion of these
products.

Additional Resources

Interested physicians should consult the below resources on how to transition and/or taper
patients:

! Defined in accordance with guidance outlined in the Report entitled: “Advancing High

Quality, High Value Palliative Care in Ontario Declaration of Partnership and Commitment to
Action (2011)”, available at:

http://health.gov.on.ca/en/public/programs/Itc/docs/palliative%20care_report.pdf



mailto:pcfa@oma.org?subject=Request%20for%20more%20information%20about%20PCFA
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/drugs/eap_trs.aspx
http://health.gov.on.ca/en/public/programs/ltc/docs/palliative%20care_report.pdf
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e 2010 Canadian Guideline for Safe and Effective Use of Opioids for Chronic Non-Cancer
Pain, available at: http://nationalpaincentre.mcmaster.ca/opioid/documents.html

e College of Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario’s (CPSO) Dialogue Magazine Volume
12, Issue 3, 2016, available at: http://www.cpso.on.ca/Policies-
Publications/Publications/Dialogue-Magazine-Archives/Volume-12,-Issue-3,-2016



http://nationalpaincentre.mcmaster.ca/opioid/documents.html
http://www.cpso.on.ca/Policies-Publications/Publications/Dialogue-Magazine-Archives/Volume-12,-Issue-3,-2016
http://www.cpso.on.ca/Policies-Publications/Publications/Dialogue-Magazine-Archives/Volume-12,-Issue-3,-2016
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