
From the
Chair...

A new face for an old friend - 
The LCBO's BYID Photo ID Card

Licence Line

F a l l  1 9 9 9

Alcohol and Gaming Commission of Ontario
20 Dundas Street West, 10th Floor
Toronto, Ontario 
M5G 2N6

Mail to:

Address Label Here

In
 T

h
is

 Is
su

e

Page 2

Some things you
should know about
AGCO

Apply for your patio 
licence early

Illegal for licensees
to raffle liquor

Page 3

Decision Summary

Page 4

Decision Summary

Page 5

Many changes to 
liquor laws

Uphold liquor laws 

Pilot project accepting
credit cards 

Page 6

New Year’s Eve hours
extended

Smart serve video
program update

C L A R E  L E W I S

AGCO
Alcohol and Gaming Commission of Ontario

In 1996, the Liquor Control Board of Ontario (LCBO) introduced the
BYID (Bring Your Identification) photo ID card.  The BYID card replaced
the Ontario Photo ID card, which had been issued by the then LLBO.  

The BYID card is issued to people who are 19 years of age or older.
This tamper-resistant plastic card can be used as proof of age in licensed
establishments, LCBO and beer stores, and Ontario wine stores.  Under the
Liquor Licence Act, the LCBO's BYID card is one of the six prescribed forms
of acceptable photo ID. The other five forms of photo ID are: an Ontario
driver's licence, Ontario Photo ID card, Canadian passport, Canadian
citizenship card, and a Canadian armed forces identification card.

The BYID card is the same size as a driver's licence. It includes the
cardholder's name, date of birth, photo, and the card serial number and
date of issue. Pictured below on the left is the first edition of the LCBO's
BYID card, issued from September 1, 1996 until September 1, 1999.
Recently, the LCBO introduced a new face for this old friend (pictured
on the right). The new look card reflects the LCBO's updated corporate
logo and colours.

Old Look New Look

Both old and new versions of the BYID card are acceptable
forms of identification.

As a quick reference for licensees, the main differences between the
old and new card are summarized below: 

Characteristic Old Look New Look
Front Face

Background screen/design Grey LCBO lettering Light sage green, hops and 
with old LCBO logo grapes design

Vertical BYID Thick white BYID lettering Narrow white BYID lettering
identification in capital letters on forest in capital letters on sage

green background green background
background

Back Face
Logo No Logo New LCBO Logo, centered 

on back face of card

Social Responsibility BE RESPONSIBLE Please Drink Responsibly
message DO NOT DRINK AND DRIVE

SOYEZ RESPONSIBLE La modération a bien 
SI VOUS BUVEZ meilleur goût
NE CONDUISEZ PAS

(Upper case, black lettering) (Mixed case, sage 
green lettering)

It has been a great pleasure for me to
work with all of our licensees and

clients over the past several years.
For almost two years, we have

been engaged in the challenges of the
merger of the former Liquor Licence
Board of Ontario and Gaming Control
Commission.  As we approach the new
century we are now well positioned to
meet our new opportunities and
demands for this agency at this special
time in history.

Overall, we have been witness to
the enormous expansion of Ontario's
hospitality industry, which has not only
matured, but has become a major
contributor to the province's economic
growth. 

As we look forward to next year, the
prospects for the Ontario economy
appear very bright indeed. This means
new opportunities for the hospitality
sector. If past performances are any
indication, the people of our province
can once again feel comfortable in
knowing that the hospitality industry
will continue to provide the innovation
needed to maintain Ontario's
reputation as a great place to live, work
and enjoy. 

So, from myself as Chair, the Board
of Directors, our CEO Duncan Brown,
the management and staff of the
Alcohol and Gaming Commission of
Ontario, we wish all of our licensees
and clients a Happy Holiday Season,
and best wishes for good health and
success in the Millennium year of 2000.

Clare Lewis

c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  6  s e e  B Y I D
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Decision Summary continued from page 3
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Pilot project accepting credit cards
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Positive response from
licensees to the updated
Smart Serve Training
program


