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Founded in 1920, Underwriters’ Laboratories of Canada (ULC) is an
independent, not-for-profit product safety organization with a long
reputation as a Canadian leader in product safety standards
development, testing, and certification.

ULC’s time-tested system supports governmental product safety regulations, and
it complements federal, provincial, and municipal public safety initiatives.  As an
affiliate of Underwriters Laboratories Inc. (UL) and the UL family of companies
worldwide, ULC also works with other governments and international safety
systems to help further international trade with adherence to local and international
safety requirements.

Consumer outreach and education: fulfilling ULC’s public safety mission
One aspect of ULC’s mission is to keep the public informed of safety issues, often
using the media as a key channel to reach consumers with product safety alerts
and seasonal safety information.  ULC also works closely with fire and electrical
authorities across Canada to help spread the word.  Recently, ULC partnered
with the Fire Marshal’s Public Fire Safety Council as an official sponsor of their
National Fire Safety Campaign.  ULC is proud to help further their dynamic work
of providing consistent public fire safety education to Canadians of all ages, and
ultimately, preventing injuries and saving lives.

Standards for Safety
ULC publishes and maintains close to 300 Canadian safety standards and other
related documents. These standards play an important part in improving public
safety.  ULC employs a consensus-based process of developing effective product
safety standards, using input from consumers, manufacturers, government
agencies, users, regulatory authorities and other interested parties.

Making products safer for people
Today, ULC helps companies bring safer products to Canadian and global
marketplaces.  ULC’s safety certification services include testing, evaluation and
factory surveillance of products to Canadian and international standards for safety.
These certifications enhance the safety of products as well as the public’s confidence
in their compliance. Consumers, retailers, insurers, distributors and regulators
recognize our familiar Marks as trusted symbols of safety.

Marks that appear on Canadian products include

In your home, you will find one of our Marks within an “arm’s reach” on products
such as consumer electronics and appliances, fire extinguishers, lighting, security
equipment and smoke and carbon dioxide alarms.

ULC’s greatest accomplishment is the prevention of accidents:  Whether it’s a home
appliance that does not electrocute the operator, a fire extinguisher that operates
properly when needed or an underground storage tank that does not leak its
contents into the groundwater, the unseen contributions to public safety, health
and protection of the environment are ULC’s legacy.  For more information, please
visit us at www.ulc.ca.
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Toronto Fire wins
award

outstanding health and safety
contributions by members of the
Toronto Public Service.

The TFS Survival, Rescue and RIT
Program is now in its second year
of operation. To date, over 900 TFS
firefighters have completed the full
24 hours of training in self survival,
firefighter rescue and rapid
intervention team training.

On June 17, 2005 the Toronto Fire
Service (TFS) Survival, Rescue and
RIT Program received the
Domenic Mele Award.

The award’s namesake comes
from Domenic Mele, a past
employee of the former City of
Toronto, Works Department. In
addition to his numerous
outstanding contributions to

health and safety, Domenic
volunteered for the United Way
and St. John Ambulance. In 1995,
Domenic and a co-worker risked
their personal safety to rescue six
people from a burning, smoke
filled rooming house. After his
untimely death in 1997; the
Domenic Mele Award was
established to recognize

Canadian
recycler to pay
$215,000
A former tire recycling company
and its president have been fined
$215,000 for violating the Fire
Code and the Environmental
Protection Act.

The fines came after the
company was found having
many times more than the 5,000
tires it was allowed to have on
site in 2003 and 2004.

In early June, the company and
its president pleaded guilty to
four counts each under the
Environmental Protection Act
and were fined $90,000.

The company also pleaded
guilty to eight Fire Code
violations and was fined
$125,000.

See Canadian on page 4

News from around the province

Update

put defibrillators in public places such
as arenas, pools, golf courses, nursing
homes and city hall.

With more than 100 public
defibrillators in and around the city,
Windsor also has more than 5,000
citizens trained to use the
defibrillators.

Each year, the Heartsafe
Community award is given to two
communities.

Windsor Fire and Rescue Services
recently won an international award
for its efforts to promote public
defibrillation in the city.

The emergency medical services
section of the International
Association of Fire Chiefs awarded
Windsor Fire and Rescue Services its
2005 Heartsafe Community Award in
Fairfax, Virginia.

The award recognizes the local fire
department’s aggressive campaign to
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Smoke alarm saves
sleeping man

TAPP-C on the move
On May 19, 2005, the Haldimand and Norfolk TAPP-C
program was launched in Haldimand County.

In April of 2004, the North Shore Fire Safety Education
Committee identified a need for the program and
brought stakeholders together to discuss establishing the
TAPP-C program. The program has been a year in the
making and in May 2005, received 10 referrals.

because the area wasn’t serviced
by fire hydrants. Believed to be
still under investigation, the
fire is estimated to have caused
$150,000 in damage.

“We feel badly that the owner
has lost everything, however, he
has his life thanks to a smoke
alarm,” Sheridan said.

This article originally appeared in
the May 3 edition of The Expositor
(Brantford).

“He went out a window and
though he wasn’t injured he was
visibly shaken by the incident.”

The fire broke out around  4
a.m. at #1339 Regional Road 19
(formerly Townsend Township).
Firefighters from Waterford and
Teeterville responded with some
assistance from the Haldimand
Fire Department.

Fire crews extinguished the
blaze and additional crews were
called in to provide water

A smoke alarm saved a Norfolk
man who was sleeping when a
fire broke out at a home on
Regional Road 19 early May 2,
2005.

“This was a close call and
another example of a smoke
alarm doing its job,” Norfolk
Fire Prevention Officer Ken
Sheridan said. “When he [the
Norfolk man] was alerted to the
fire, the smoke was thick and
there was little time to escape.

Pictured here is Bev Gilbert, OFM, and Jasmine Horton, a
Grade 6 student of Doverwood Public School, with her framed
poem. The poem was used in conjunction with the launch as
work she had completed above and beyond her school
assignment of creating a home fire escape plan for Fire
Prevention Week 2004.

In the group picture are members of the Haldimand and
Norfolk TAPP-C Coalition.  Standing from left are Cst. Brent
Thompson, Norfolk County O.P.P., Tom Myerscough, North
Shore Fire Safety Education Committee and Norfolk County
F.D., Ken Sheridan, Fire Prevention Officer, Norfolk County
F.D., Rick Finnemore, OFM Area Adviser, Peter Maas, Brant-
Haldimand-Norfolk Catholic District School Board and Dan
Robinson, Fire Chief, Haldimand County F.D. Sitting from left
are Nelly Green, North Shore Fire Safety Education
Committee and Haldimand County F.D., Danielle Pender,
Haldimand-Norfolk R.E.A.C.H, Sharon LaBonte-Jaques,
Centre for Addiction and Mental Health and Keri Dehoog,
Haldimand-Norfolk Children’s Aid Society.  The program was
launched in Norfolk County on May 17, 2005.
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Code Violations

Closed nightclub fined
$20,000

Canadian recycler
to pay $215,000

Continued from page 2

Got conviction
information?

 Let’s hear about it!

Going forward The Ontario
Fire Service Messenger
would like to inform all
readers about recent
convictions and other
successful enforcement
initiatives in Ontario.

Please send information to
carol.gravelle@jus.gov.on.ca.

need government approval if he
intended to store more than 5,000
tires on his property.

However, further inspections
between September 2003 and
April 2004 found up to 120,000
tires on the property.

Excerpted from the June 21 issue of The
Ottawa Citizen.

After being charged, the
company closed its Ottawa
location and moved its operations
elsewhere in Ontario. According to
a statement of facts presented in
court, investigations of the business
began in 2002 after  people living
in the area began to complain. At
that time, inspectors from the
Ministry of the Environment, told
the former president that he would

She noted the nightclub fire in
Rhode Island in February 2003
that claimed the lives of 96 people
and injured many others.

“The cost of non-compliance far
outweighs the cost of
compliance,” she said. McDonald
asked the court to impose a fine
of $5,000 for each count.

“In light of the number of people
who were in or could be expected
to be in this building, $5,000 is a
reasonable and appropriate
penalty,” said Justice of the Peace,
Carollyn Straughan before
imposing the $20,000 fine.

Excerpted from the June 14, 2005
issue of The Standard (St. Catharines
- Niagara).

BY ALISON LANGLEY
THE STANDARD
(ST.CATHARINES-NIAGARA)

The owner of a now-defunct
Niagara Falls nightclub has been
fined $20,000 for various Fire
Code violations.

The owner was tried in absentia
in a Niagara Falls provincial
offences court on four Fire Code
violations that stemmed from an
inspection last summer.

Court was told the Niagara Falls
fire department conducted an
inspection at the club on June 12,
2004, and noted several Fire Code
violations. Fire prevention officer
Jim Jessop told the court that the
fire alarm system did not appear
to be working properly, the

building’s emergency lighting was
incomplete and a fire-safety plan
was not in place; all of which are
required under the Ontario Fire
Protection and Prevention Act.

He also told the court he
returned to the club on November
29 after being told the building
had hosted an all-ages dance the
night before.

“They had in excess of 400
teenagers in the club, without
having corrected the Fire Code
violations,” he said. On November
30, a compliance order was issued
for the problems to be corrected by
mid-December.

Prosecutor Nancy McDonald
told the court such clubs pose a
specific fire risk as they attract
large numbers of young people.
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?

Landlord fined $20,600

Q. In Canada, which government body authorizes what fireworks may be made, manufactured,
acquired, sold, stored, imported, transported, delivered, used or disposed of?

A. The Chief Inspector of Explosives with the Explosives Regulatory Division (ERD) that is part of the
Explosives Branch within the Minerals and Metals Sector of Natural Resources Canada.

**Recently, there has been much discussion about fireworks.  To minimize the risk of fire and burn
injury, the Office of the Fire Marshal does not recommend family fireworks or informal neighbourhood
displays.  The fire service should encourage attending public fireworks displays hosted by local
municipalities or other responsible organizations.  Please visit www.ofm.gov.on.ca for some
important fireworks safety tips.

Questions & Answers:Questions & Answers:

Burlington company fined
In addition to the one violation

charge of $1,500, the company
was also  charged with failing to
maintain the fire hose system and
failure to maintain clear access to
fire hose racks.  For th ose
violations, the company was
fined $3,000 and $500,
respectively.

Another $1,250 was added as a
victims surcharge fee to these
fines. In all, the fines totalled
$6,250.

A former pallet handling
company in Burlington has been
fined $6,250 for violating the Fire
Code.

After pleading guilty to three
Fire Code charges, the company
relocated its operations of storing
and transferring wooden and
plastic pallets to its main facility
in Toronto.

Fire inspectors charged the
company in October 2004 after
finding damaged and obstructed
hose racks and, pallets piled too

close to the sprinkler system.
In the event of fire,the sprinkler

system was unlikely to work
properly because the pallets were
piled too close to the sprinklers.
As a result, the company was
fined $1,500 for this violation.

This was not first time the
company was fined for this type
of Fire Code violation.  There had
been a similar violation after
Burlington fire department
inspectors had visited the
building in 2003.

the Waterloo Fire Department  said
Waterloo takes these kind of fire
and safety offences seriously
because “we care about the safety
of the students” who occupy many
of the city’s lodging houses.

After purchasing the rooming
house, the owner took out two
mortgages totalling $650,000. City
officials said the owner had gotten
a building permit to create three
bedrooms in an unfinished
basement but not for use as a
lodging house.

Excerpted from the May 6 issue of The
Record (Kitchener, Cambridge and
Waterloo).

In May, the owner of a rooming
house in the City of Waterloo was
fined a total of $16,500 on seven
counts in a Kitchener court. The
automatic inclusion of victim
surcharge fees brings the penalty to
approximately $20,600.

Found guilty in absentia by
Justice of the Peace Jake
Bruinewood,  the landlord was
fined $4,000 for operating a lodging
house without a licence in
Waterloo.

The owner was also fined $5,000
under the Fire Protection and
Prevention Act for “having
hindered, obstructed or interfered”
said an assistant to the Fire
Marshal.

In this case, he interfered with the
city fire and building inspector
when she was trying to perform
her duties.

As well, the landlord was
charged $4,500 on three Fire Code
violations involving ceilings and
stairs that did not meet the
required fire resistance rating and
extinguishers that were not
installed or provided.

Two additional fines of $1,500
each related to changing the use of
a building without a building
permit and changing the use of a
property from a single-family,
detached dwelling to a lodging
house, contrary to city bylaws.

Deputy Chief Andrew Lillico of
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Firefighters get ‘A’ in Grenada
also got to share their appreciation
as Toronto Fire Chief Bill Stewart
and Robert Armstrong, of Air
Canada Vacations —  which helped
deliver the $350,000 worth of
materials and set up full
accommodations for the firefighters
— spoke on “Voice of Grenada’s
Behind the Badge” show.

Excerpted from the June 4 issue of The
Toronto Sun.

BY JACK BOLAND
TORONTO SUN

In St. George’s, Grenada, rivers of
sweat poured off Toronto firefighter
Brad Hodgson’s face as he hand-cut
ceramic tile to be laid in the local fire
hall.

“It has been an amazing turnaround
since I came down here in January.
They didn’t even have a roof on the
building then.”  Const. Felix Joseph

stood among the sweaty Canucks
with a large toothy  smile, and
praised their work in restoring the
hall over the past three  days.  “These
guys have done an A-plus job times
10 to rebuild this station  from what
it was after Ivan,” Joseph said,
smacking a firefighter on the  back.
“We couldn’t desire anything
better,” said Joseph, yelling over an
electric saw slicing through a plank
of wood.  Grenada radio listeners

Firefighter
of the Year
Award
On May 26, Captain
Ralph Noble was
awarded the Mississauga Real
Estate Board Honour of
Firefighter of the Year.
  In keeping with the highest
traditions of the Canadian fire
service, Captain Noble received
the special honour for his selfless
disregard for his own personal
safety while carrying out a
difficult rescue. On December 21,
2004, Captain Noble was off duty
and walking his dog along Lake
Ontario when he heard a cry for
help. There was a woman
struggling to stay afloat
approximately 40 yards offshore.

Yelling to a nearby pedestrian to
call 9-1-1, Captain Noble
unleashed his dog so he could use
the leash as a lifeline. Entering the
frigid waters, Captain Noble
swam out to the distraught
woman and instructed her to hold
on to the leash as he pulled her to
safety.

On June 25, the Kemptville Fire
Department got a present on its
150th birthday.

After a close competition, the
firefighters from Kemptville won
the 93rd annual Eastern Ontario
Firefighters Convention
championship - and the coveted
Iroquois Memorial Cup - from
reigning champs the Mississippi
Mills Fire Department.

“It was a great feeling,”
Kemptville Fire Chief Tim Bond
said to a reporter from the
Brockville Recorder & Times. “It was
quite a celebration, quite a feat for
our boys in the hometown. I’m
very proud of all the guys.”

Held at the North Grenville
Municipal Centre in Kemptville,
the competition, which was held
in conjunction with the fire

department’s 150th anniversary
celebration, attracted more than
1,500 people who particpated in
the event by cheering on members
of local fire departments.

Bond was also quoted as saying
“It’s an honour and a privilege.The
Iroquois (Memorial) Cup is like the
Stanley Cup in hockey. It’s
priceless. It’s the ultimate prize.”

The competition consisted of
seven teams including Kemptville,
Iroquois, Augusta, Cardinal,
Edwardsburgh, Mississippi Mills
and Athens. There were  11 event
in all and they included activities
like the eight-man hose couple,
three-man ladder climb, five-man
ladder climb, bunker relay, chief or
deputy boot race and the eight-
man bucket brigade.

Kemptville Fire
celebrates 150
years
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Summer has been busy

On June  8, 2005, three one-hour Smart Risk Heroes
presentations were given at the Dryden Community
Auditorium.  The presentations were about having fun,
but also informed young adults about the importance of
using a positive attitude to take smart risks.

The presentations of sound, video and an injury
survivor’s story were given to over 1,200 Grade 7 and 8
students from a local area high school.

Thunder Bay’s Fire & Rescue Service held an Exemplary Service medal
presentation in March 2005 at the North Central Fire Station.  Medals
and bars for 25 and 30 years of service were presented.
In the photo at left, from left, are Barb Viehbeck representing MPPs Mike

Gravelle and Bill Mauro, City Alderman Allan Laakkonen, OFM’s Doug
Tennant, Fire Chief Rick Peotto, Mary Kozorys representing MP Ken
Boshcoff, Mark Wright representing MP Joe Comuzzi, Fire Service Chaplain
Mark Conliffe and Deputy Chief Al Wrightsell.

This photo includes recipients of the
Thunder Bay Fire & Rescue Service
awards.

In May, an Ontario Association of Fire Chiefs memorial service saw the
Perth East Fire Department lay three
golden helmets in memory of retired
Fire Chief Harry Yost, retired Deputy
Fire Chief Lee Partridge and retired
Deputy Fire Chief Clarance Fleischauer.

On the left, the Fire Marshal stands
with the Yost family and at right, he
stands with the Partridge family. The
Fleischauer family did not attend the
service.

Five Peterborough students share smiles after having put their knowledge to the test
in a Risk Watch Jeopardy Game.  Given Alex was not in town, the Peterborough Risk
Watch Network hosted the event.  Held in the winter of 2004, the game was introduced
into two Peterborough schools.  The game consisted of setting up five tables with
questions about first aid, water safety, motor vehicle safety, fire safety, and bike and
pedestrian safety.  Special thanks to the Health Unit, Red Cross, St. John’s Ambulance
and local fire and police detachments for making this event possible.  The fast-paced
event was enjoyed by all participants.
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Course pilot program takes
off in Parry Sound

Graduates of the Public
Fire and Life Safety
Educator’s Program

receive their certificates
from Fire Marshal Moyle
at the Public Educator’s
Conference in Pembroke,

November 4, 2004.

Congratulations!

OFM fire protection advisers in uniform are Roy Spofford and Dyane
McCullough with course participants representing Parry Sound,
McKellar, Seguin, Whitestone, Sundridge/Strong, Magnetawan,
Calander and Argyle fire departments.

In April, the Parry Sound Fire
Department hosted a pilot-
learning program of the newly
revised Basic Fire Prevention and
Inspection Course (BFP&I).
S i x t e e n
p a r t i c i p a n t s ,
representing eight
fire departments,
shared in the pilot
program to test the
newly evaluated
and revised course
by OFM Field Fire
Protection Services
staff.

The BFP&I course
is important be-
cause it prepares
participants to
meet the manda-
tory requirements
of the Fire Protect-
ion and Prevention Act under
Section 2(1)(a) for fire prevention
and public education services. The
BFP&I course prepares partici-
pants to conduct inspections
under Parts 2 & 6 of the Ontario
Fire Code.

prevention/education outlined in
the Municipal Fire Protection
Information Survey.

Comprised of three components,
the course includes pre-course

a s s i g n m e n t s ,
c l a s s r o o m
instruction/testing
and a practical
inspection and
report-writing test.
Throughout the
course, students
learn to assess and
prioritize their
respective area’s
risks. Students also
learn to effectively
evaluate fire safety
education programs
that they may
implement in their
respective areas to

ensure these programs achieve
their desired objectives and that
these fire safety programs are
maintained.

Students receive a Certificate of
Achievement upon successful
completion.

For use in municipalities and
communities involved in the
Northern Fire Protection
Program, the course helps fire
departments to plan and conduct

fire safety education and basic fire
safety inspections.  Placing
emphasis on identifying the risks
and needs within each fire
department’s respective area, the
course focuses on the minimum
acceptable model for fire
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Age Group Male Female Total

0-15 3 0 3
16-64 2 4 6
65 and over 3 0 3
Total 8 4 12

April 2005: 8 fatal fires resulting in 12 fire deaths

Locations of fatal fires: Belleville (1); Clearview (1); Dawson
(1); Grey Highlands (1); Norfolk (2); Ottawa (1); Toronto (1).

Fire Cause Time of Day

Accidental ..................... 1 0001-0800 ..................... 5
Undetermined ............... 0 0801-1600 ..................... 2
Under Investigation ...... 6 1601-1800 ..................... 1
Incendiary ..................... 1 1801-0000 ..................... 0

March 2005: 6 fatal fires resulting in 6 fire deaths

Age Group Male Female Total

0-15 0 0 0
16-64 3 0 3
65 and over 2 1 3
Total 5 1 6

Locations of fatal fires: Belleville (1); Blind River (1); Hamilton
(1); Lambton Shores (1); Lincoln (1); Ottawa (1).

Fire Cause Time of Day

Accidental ..................... 3 0001-0800 ..................... 2
Undetermined ............... 1 0801-1600 ..................... 3
Under Investigation ...... 2 1601-1800 ..................... 0
Incendiary ..................... 0 1801-0000 ..................... 1

ONTARIO FIRE WATCH:
The OFM compiles statistics on all fatal fires that occur in Ontario. These statistics can assist the fire service to
determine fire trends, plan fire prevention initiatives and target public education activities. Due to the methods and
criteria used in reporting fire deaths, statistics are subject to change.

Fatal Fire Summary

This past spring, on May 14, fire departments from across Ontario
hosted a Canadian Tire Fire Safety Day, in conjunction with the Fire
Marshal’s Public Safety Council. It was an opportunity for people to
obtain information about home fire safety. The morning was well
attended and enjoyed by all. From left are Captain Mark Shephard,
Canadian Tire owner Paul Sunstrum, Fire Chief Bob Martin and Fire
Prevention Officer John Tedball.  See page 11 for more coverage from
Dryden.

Age Group Male Female Total

0-15 0 1 1
16-64 2 0 2
65 and over 0 0 0
Total 2 1 3

Locations of fatal fires: Cambridge (1); Cornwall (1).

June 2005: 2 fatal fires resulting in 3 fire deaths

Fire Cause Time of Day

Accidental ..................... 1 0001-0800 ..................... 1
Undetermined ............... 0 0801-1600 ..................... 1
Under Investigation ...... 1 1601-1800 ..................... 0
Incendiary ..................... 0 1801-0000 ..................... 0

May 2005: 3 fatal fires resulting in 3 fire deaths

Age Group Male Female Total

0-15 0 0 0
16-64 0 1 1
65 and over 1 1 2
Total 1 2 3

Locations of fatal fires: Gillies (1); Halton Hills (1); Oshawa (1).

Fire Cause Time of Day

Accidental ..................... 0 0001-0800 ..................... 1
Undetermined ............... 1 0801-1600 ..................... 2
Under Investigation ...... 2 1601-1800 ..................... 0
Incendiary ..................... 0 1801-0000 ..................... 0

Canadian Tire Fire
Safety Day in Forest
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Compliance

East Gorham
In April, members of the East Gorham Fire Department
received their Certificate of Compliance from OFM fire
protection adviser, Olaf Lamerz. The East Gorham Fire
Department was one of six Northern Fire Protection
Program fire departments in the Thunder Bay District
to recently achieve compliance.

East Gorham is  north of the City of Thunder Bay
and has a population of approximately 1100 residents.

Other Northern Fire Protection Program fire
departments in the area  who have recently achieved
compliance include Kaministiquia, Nolalu, Pass Lake,
Rossport and Shebandowan.

Oliver Paipoonge
On April 11, the Corporation of the Township of Oliver
Paipoonge was presented with a Certificate of
Compliance.

The Municipality of Oliver Paipoonge includes
approximately 350 square kilometres that abuts the
City of Thunder Bay. The community is home to about
5700 residents and is composed of three separate and
distinct village areas including Murillo, Kakabeka and
Rosslyn Village.

Certificates of Compliance

If you have an item you would like to see published in Update
Ontario, please send it to: The Editor, The Ontario Fire Service
Messenger, Office of the Fire Marshal, Place Nouveau Building,

5775 Yonge Street, 7th Floor, Toronto, Ontario M2M 4J1.
Tel: 416-325-3138, fax: 416-325-3119 or email
carol.gravelle@jus.gov.on.ca

The Messenger needs your newsThe Messenger needs your news

In Oliver Paipoonge, from left, are Mike Horan (Fire
Chief), Lucy Kloosterhuis (Mayor) and Olaf Lamerz
(OFM).

In Neebring, from left, are Rodney Quarrell (Clerk/
Treasurer), Lloyd Lafountain (Deputy Fire Chief of Fire
Prevention), Steven Harasen (Mayor), Olaf Lamerz
(OFM) and Ken Armstrong  (Fire Chief).

In East Gorham, from left, are Derek Ranni (Firefighter),
Gary Bell (Captain), Martin Saranpaa  (Fire Chief), Olaf
Lamerz (OFM), Juha Hankilanoja (Firefighter), Ted Post
(Deputy Fire Chief) and Brian Leathorn (Firefighter).

Neebing
On April 6, the Corporation of the Municipality of
Neebing was presented with a Certificate of
Compliance.

Neebing is a community near Thunder Bay. Its
population is approximately 2000.
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More compliance in
North Bay area
As of March 30, 2005, 167
municipalities and 45 Northern
Fire Protection Program (NFPP)
fire departments have been issued
Municipal Fire Protection
Information Survey (MFPIS)
certificates. OFM fire protection
advisers report the surveys are
being well received by both
organized and unincorporated
communities. Some communities
are being proactive to the survey’s
process and are taking the
initiative to develop and/or
implement the minimum required
programs prior to the survey being
assigned by the OFM.

In this photo,
Fire Marshal
Bernard Moyle
presents MFPIS
c o m p l i a n c e
certificates to
North Bay area
representatives
from The
Township of
Sables-Spanish
Rivers, The
Municipality of
Huron Shores,
The Town of
Mattawa, The

Municipality of Magnetawan, The Township of McMurrich/Monteith, The
Township of Papineau-Cameron, The Township of Bonfield (regrets from
representatives), and Aweres Fire Department – NFPP.

Over the course of the morning and early afternoon
on May 14, approximately 3000 bags of fire safety
materials were distributed by the City of Dryden Fire
Service at their local Canadian Tire.  It was the first
fire safety initiative of the year in Dryden. Below,
Sparky brings two young girls up to date on fire
prevention.

Canadian Tire Fire
Safety Day in Dryden

Above, a few of the 15
participating Dryden
f i r e f i g h t e r s
demonstrate aerial
ladder operations by
changing the wea-
thered flags on the roof
of  Canadian Tire. At
left, a young boy shares
all that he has learned
about fire protection
and prevention with a
group of residents.
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Sarnia pumper truck gets
new lease on life

crew found that some ‘new’ vintage
parts would be needed to restore
the pumper truck back to its
original grandeur. Some of the crew
took a trip down to Jackson,
Michigan in April to visit a flea
market. What they found was well
worth the trip. Although old
American LaFrance parts are
difficult to find in most circles, they
managed to come across an
American LaFrance Truck collector!
The crew was happy to learn that
the collector had many original
vintage parts for a series of pumper
trucks in his possession.  Of
particular interest to the crew was
a centrifugal clutch part –
amazingly, the collector had seven
of these clutch pieces on his shop
shelf.  The crew also found
themselves having to buy some
custom-made tires for the pumper
truck; these alone cost almost $3000
USD.

How is the fire crew paying for all
of these restorations?  Barring no
expense, the fire department
organizes fish fries every second

See “...the work is done...” on
page 29

Trucks made in Canada by the
American LaFrance Co. are hard to
come by these days. However, for
the last seven months, a truck made
by American LaFrance has taken up
much of the free time of the crew at
Sarnia Fire Department as they
work to restore the very first
motorized pumper truck that the
City of Sarnia bought in 1922 and
finally took off the road in 1956.

The history of the pumper truck
can be characterized through the
changing needs of Sarnia.  Directly
introduced after horse-drawn
carriages and steamers, the pumper
truck was used in Sarnia as the
primary mechanism to fight fires.

Robert Johnson, long since a
retired Sarnia firefighter, was the
last person to drive the American
LaFrance pumper truck before it
was mothballed to make way for
more elaborate and efficient trucks.

“Robert has been up to his elbows
in grease since the restoration
project began,” says Captain Dana
Pitts of the Sarnia Fire Department.
“The nature of this restoration

project holds a different meaning
for everyone working on it; but
particularly for him, time is of the
essence.”

For the most part, the pumper
truck sat at substations around the
city from 1956 onwards. It was only
in 1992 that the Firefighters
Association approached then Chief
Robert Timms about the pumper
truck and agreed to purchase it for
$1.00 from the city. It was a real deal
considering the registered pumper
truck had been purchased by Sarnia
for $15,000 in 1922 from the
American LaFrance manufacturer
in Toronto.
  Several years after the pumper
truck was purchased, the work
began. Beginning in January 2005,
the restoration crew got busy on
their frame-off restoration project
by unscrewing the bolts,
disassembling the various
assemblies and arranging for the
frame pieces to be sand and soda
blasted until every item was down
to the bare metal.

While this was happening, the fire
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2005 Fire Safety Awards
Peterborough.
Helen Turner, principal,  Grandview
Public School, Cambridge.
Anne Marie Taylor, pre-school
teacher, Holland Landing Children’s
Academy.
Management & Training
Corporation Canada,
Penetanguishene.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 322,
Ajax.
New VR, Barrie.
Focus 50 Plus, Barrie.
CHtv, Hamilton.
Canadian Tire, Sault Ste. Marie.
Miniature Enthusiasts of Kingston
and Area (MEKA), Kingston.
Optimist Club of Richmond Hill.
The Sue Storr Talk Back program
on 1070 CHOK AM, Sarnia.
Victorian Order of Nurses Meals on
Wheels, Windsor.
Rotary Club of Windsor 1918,
Windsor.
Karen Cook, Omemee.
Fran Laframboise, North Bay.
Neena Saloiya and her guide dog,
Ziggy, Toronto.

Fire departments from across
Ontario gathered at the Fairmont
Royal York Hotel on June 15 to
honour 21 recipients selected to
receive Fire Safety Awards at the 17th

annual Fire Marshal’s Public Fire
Safety Council’s award ceremony.

“All of today’s recipients knew the

importance of keeping their
communities and loved ones safe
from fire,” said Fire Marshal Bernard
Moyle. “We honoured their
exceptional efforts in helping to
prevent tragic fire injuries and
deaths.”

Categories for awards included
Action, Advocate,
Partner and Fire
Marshal’s Awards for
Excellence in Fire Safety.
Among the award
recipients were five
children whose quick
actions helped to avert
potentially life-
threatening situations.
The recipients are:
Shobith Raju, 9,
Brampton.
Kurtis Patterson, 7,
Dutton.
Erin Humphrey, 7,
Burnstown.
Spencer Tompkins, 4,
Peterborough.
Abby Vesterfelt, age 6,

Deputy Fire Marshal Doug Crawford, The Honourable
Minister of Community Safety and Correctional
Services Monte Kwinter and Fire Marshal Bernard
Moyle stand with the five children who received Fire
Safety Action Awards. From left are Kurtis Patterson,
Erin Humphrey, Abby Vesterfelt, Shobith Raju and
Spencer Tompkins.

On March 23, the “Cue into Testing
Smoke Alarms” was officially
launched in Terrace Bay, Ontario.

Using a pool cue to test smoke
alarms was the solution that
Captain Ray Stachiw found to
concerns from local area seniors
having difficulty testing and
maintaining their smoke alarms.
Initially, tested through a pilot
project with a local senior’s club,
the program helps seniors to test
their smoke alarms safely and
regularly.

When the pool cue is installed in
the occupant’s home, a chart is
provided for the occupant to

record monthly alarm testing. In
addition, every autumn, the Fire
Prevention Team plans to visit each
participating home to change
smoke alarm batteries, check for
hazardous accumulations, and
review additional fire safety
programs and the occupants’ home
escape plans.

The primary goal of this program
is to help seniors help themselves.

For more information, please contact
Ray Stachiw, Prevention Officer or Ken
Benoit, Fire Chief Terrace Bay Fire /
Emergency Services at (807) 825-3315.

“Cue into testing smoke alarms”

Demonstrating the program in action
are, from left, Terrace Bay Fire
Prevention Officer, Captain Ray
Stachiw, Firefighter Arvi Lehtinen, Mrs.
Carol Black, Mrs. Gertrude Cotton; Mrs.
Kay Graham and Fire Chief Ken Benoit.
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Some good candle safety tips that
everyone can practice,
particularly during Fire
Prevention Week, include:

l Always stay in the room
where candles are being
burned.

l Extinguish all candles when
leaving the room or when
going to sleep.

l Ensure candles are not used
in any bedrooms.

l Keep lit candles at least 30
centimetres  away from
anything that can burn.

l Keep candles, matches and
lighters away from children
and pets.

l Use sturdy candle holders
that won’t tip or burn. Those
with  glass shades or
chimneys are best.

l When lighting candles, keep
your hair and clothing away
from the flame.

l Extinguish candles when
they burn to within five
centimetres of their holder.

2005 Fire
Prevention Week

Ignition Source: Candles 2000-2004
Year Total fires Injuries Fatalities Est. $ Loss
2000 286 40 3 $5,549,480
2001 293 39 5 $7,140,444
2002 281 29 3 $5,302,129
2003 299 45 7 $9,436,075
2004 240 34 2 $7,062,637

**The information reported above is the result of accidental and incendiary candle fires in residential structures from
2000 to 2004. It is based on data supplied by fire departments to the OFM using the Standard Incident Reports and
information gathered through OFM fire investigations.

incendiary causes in residental
structures fluctuated  only slightly.
In 2000, 286 fires were caused by
candles, resulting in 40 injuries and
three fatalities.  In 2001, 293 fires were
attributed to candles causing 39
people to become injured and five
fatalities.  In 2002, the numbers
decreased slightly with 281 fires
having been caused by candles, 29
injuries and three fatalities.  The
numbers rose again in 2003 to their
highest over the four year period
with 299 fires, 45 injuries and seven
deaths.  The numbers decrease again
in 2004 with 240 fires, 34 injuries and
two fatalities.

The numbers tell us that in 2004
alone, there were more than three
times the number of fires for every
million people in the U.S. than in
Ontario. But even though the U.S.
experiences more fires  from candles,
Ontarians must remain diligent in
their efforts to curb the potential for
fires with candles.  Given the
popularity of candles and the fact
that they have caused fatalities in
Ontario, it is hoped this year’s theme
for Fire Prevention Week will have a
significant impact on fire safety.

For more information about home candle
fires and trends, and specific fire safety
advice to prevent candle fires, visit
www.nfpa.org.

The National Fire Protection
Association (NFPA) is urging the
public to focus on candle safety
during Fire Prevention Week,
October 9-15, 2005. As the theme
makes clear, emphasis is placed on
the need for increased consumer
caution: “Use Candles with Care:
When you go out, blow out!”

NFPA’s public safety campaign and
related materials concentrate on
home use of candles, which represent
a uniquely residential concern. Nine
out of 10 reported U.S. candle fires
occur in homes.

Forty-one percent of home candle
fires start in the bedroom, resulting
in a quarter of associated fire deaths.
Eleven percent of the home candle
fires start after someone falls asleep.
NFPA’s research also shows that
home candle fires follow a seasonal
pattern. December has almost twice
the number of home candle fires of
any other month.

Leaving candles unattended and
using candles for light were singled
out in NFPA’s analysis as serious fire
problems. Reported U.S. home
candle fires rose 15 percent from 2000
to 2001, from 15,700 to 18,000,
continuing a climb that began in 1990
when there were 5,500 candle fires.

In Ontario the statistics tell a
different story.  From 2000 to 2004,
the number of fires caused by candles
that were the result of accidential and
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“It’s Fire Prevention Week
– Use Candles with Care”

Continued on back

Standards Association Group.
This year’s kit is bigger and better

than ever. Not only does it include
everything needed for a successful
Fire Prevention Week campaign,
but the kits also contain support
materials for other important
campaigns such as Carbon
Monoxide Safety Awareness,
Holiday Safety, and Energizer’s
nationally recognized Change
Your Clock, Change Your Battery
campaign. It is a one-stop fire
prevention kit that will benefit both
the fire department and the
community long after Fire
Prevention Week activities are over.

The kit is valued at over $2,000
but can be purchased from the
Council for the low price of
$399.00. Additional items may be
purchased individually. Kits will
be shipped in late August.

Enquiries about the kit or Fire
Prevention Week should be
directed to (416) 325-3152 or at
anne.miller@jus.gov.on.ca.

Although candles are no longer
used as a main source of light,
they still  remain as popular
today as they did in the past,
albeit  for different reasons.
Candles,  synonymous with
celebration, provide ambience
in small  and large family
gatherings and are often used in
religious ceremonies. They are
produced in all shapes, sizes
and colours and can be found in
pract ical ly  al l  households.

Candles can also be a f ire
hazard if not used properly. The
number of  candle f ires  has
increased at an alarming rate in
recent years. This year ’s Fire
Prevention Week campaign
aims to raise  the public ’s
awareness of candle fire safety
with It’s Fire Prevention Week –
Use Candles  With Care .

To assist  f ire  departments
organize their local campaigns,
the Fire Marshal’s Public Fire
Safety Council has developed a
variety of campaign resources,

including the Fire Prevention
Week One-Stop Shopping Kit,
and is promoting several Fire
Prevention Week activit ies.

Information for  parents ,
children, teachers and parents
will be made available on the
Counci l ’s  website ,  at
www.firesafetycouncil.com in late
August.

Fire Prevention Week One-
Stop Shopping Kits:
Once again, the Council will be
offering the Fire Prevention Week
one-stop shopping kits to fire
departments. Supporters and
sponsors of the kits include the
Canadian Association of Fire
Chiefs, Enbridge Gas Distribution
Inc., Energizer Canada Inc.,
Garrison/Canadian Tire Corp-
oration, Kidde Safety/Pyrene
Corporation, Technical Standards
and Safety Authority, and
Underwriters’ Laboratories of
Canada and the Canadian
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monoxide detectors at the best
possible prices it can. Fire
departments may order by using
the attached order form or by
ordering online at
www.firesafetycouncil.com.

Change Your Clock, Change
Your Battery
The Council and its partner
Energizer Canada Inc. are aiming to
increase the public’s awareness of
changing smoke alarm batteries
when they turn back their clocks by
an hour on October 30.  A banner
bearing the message Change Your
Clock - Change Your Battery was
produced for the 2005 fall campaign
and is included in the resource kit.
Details and participation forms will
be available at
www.firesafetycouncil.com. Fire
departments are encouraged to
promote the Change Your Clock,
Change Your Battery message.
Public service announcements are
also available  on the Council’s
website.

Carbon Monoxide Safety
Awareness
The Council encourages fire
departments to make use of the 10
carbon monoxide posters included
in the one-stop shopping kit during
the month of November. Fire
departments can remind members
of the public to get a carbon
monoxide detector for their home
and to have their heating appliances
inspected by a certified technician.
Fire departments wishing to obtain
public service announcements may
visit www.firesafetycouncil.com.

Use Candles with Care
Keeping Our Kids Safe
Campaign – Partnership
with Ontario Teachers
Fire Prevention Week provides an
excellent opportunity for the fire
service and Ontario elementary
school teachers to work together to
reach children and their families
with key fire safety messages.
Downloadable curriculum
correlated lesson plans are available
to teachers to help them provide
students with a strong
understanding of basic life safety
skills. Participation in the campaign
gives teachers and students a
chance to win valuable prizes:
classroom pizza parties, gift
certificates for classroom supplies,
and the grand prize for one lucky
teacher, a trip for two to Florida
during March Break 2006. To obtain
lesson plans and details about the
campaign, visit www.firesafetycouncil.com.

Schools Out…Safely Out!
World Largest School Fire
Drill on October 12, 2005, at
10 a.m.
This province-wide fire drill is
being organized to increase public
fire safety awareness and to
encourage children to practice
home escape plans. Fire
departments in Ontario will be
challenging every principal,
custodian, volunteer, teachers and
student to get out of school…safely
on Wednesday, October 12, 2005, at
10 a.m., during the 2005 Fire
Prevention Week. The Council is
encouraging all fire departments to
visit their local schools and get
everyone involved. Coordinating
all schools to participate on the
same day and at the same time may
qualify this event for a Guinness
World Record for the world’s

biggest school fire drill.
Participating schools will be

eligible to win prizes: $1,000 as the
1st prize, $500 as the 2nd prize, and
$100 as the 3rd prize. In addition, the
fire department of the school that
wins one of the prizes will also win
a matching prize in the form of a
credit in the same amount at the
Council’s Distribution Centre, to be
used for the purchase of educational
materials. For details, visit
www.firesafetycouncil.com.

Canadian Tire Fire Safety
Day – October 8, 2005
The Canadian Tire Fire Safety Day
held in the spring was a
tremendous success. On that day,
105 fire departments in Ontario
participated in this event at 225
Canadian Tire store locations. Fire
departments are invited to team up
once again with their local
Canadian Tire store and set up a fire
prevention display at the store for
the Fire Safety Day taking place on
October 8, 2005 from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. A representative from the
Council will contact each fire
department to see if it would like
to participate. The Council will give
a free kit containing handout
materials to all participating fire
departments for this special event.

Alarmed for Life
In 2002, the Office of the Fire
Marshal published and distributed
a resource kit entitled Alarmed for
Life!: Tips and Tools for a Community
Smoke Alarm Program. This kit
contains tips and information to
assist fire departments develop and
implement a community smoke
alarm program. To assist fire
departments in implementing their
smoke alarm program, the Council
is offering for purchase smoke
alarms, batteries and carbon

Fire Prevention Week Insert
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Education & Training

Climbing
the Ladder:
Education &
Training

The objective of Climbing the Ladder is to keep you informed and up to date
on issues related to education and training within the Ontario fire service, and

to adequately address your questions and concerns. If there is a particular
issue you want covered, send the topic to the Editor of The Messenger and it
will be passed on to the appropriate person in the OFM Academic Standards

and Evaluation section.

Ontario fire service
certification programs

address concerns expressed by the
fire service, in particular, concerns
relating to the accessibility and
availability of the specialty
modules, and also to the limited
selection and lack of specialty
modules on certain types of fire
department services. Effective
June 23, 2005, the list of
certification specialty modules
also includes the Hazardous
Materials Awareness and Terrorism
Course for First Responders. This
course is available on the OFM
website.

If you require furtherinformation,
please consult the OFM website at
www.ofm.gov.on.ca, call the OFM
Certification Office at 416-325-3142
or contact Doug Goodings,
Executive Coordinator, Certification/
Accreditation Programs at
doug.goodings@jus.gov.on.ca or by
phone at 416-325-3136..

Training Officer Certification
Program

Launched by
the OFM and
O A F C
partners on
May 3, 2005,
the Ontario
T r a i n i n g
O f f i c e r
Certification

Program offers opportunities for
certification to those currently in
the training role as of May 31, 2005
(‘Window of Opportunity’) and
for those who will assume the
position in the future (regular
route). Each route is comprised of
both academic and job
performance requirements. Please
visit the OFM website at
www.ofm.gov.on.ca, Fire Service
Programs, Training Officer
Certification Program, for a copy

of the program brochure, answers
to frequently asked questions, the
Commitment to Participate form
and the application form. Or,
contact the Certification Office at
416-325-3142 for hard copies of
the program information.

Firefighter Certification
Program Specialty Modules

The Fire
Marshal and
the President
of the
O n t a r i o
Association
of Fire Chiefs
(OAFC) have
decided, in

consultation with the Certification
Council, to increase the number of
certification specialty modules for
firefighter certification. This
decision was made in order to
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comprised of six volunteer companies
who responded to fires from a single
fire hall on Church Street. It was a time
when firefighters still pulled manual
pumpers by hand, and horse-drawn
tankers brought water from Lake
Ontario. Fires were difficult to fight,
just as they are today, and the various
companies took great pride in their
dangerous service to the community.

In the early morning of November
22, 1848, a fire erupted in a shoe store
on King Street near Church Street.
With no official alarms, the owner,
who lived above the shop, began
shouting in the streets as he ran to ring
the bells at a nearby church. When
they arrived, the firefighters were
confronted with a heavy fire
spreading through four shops, all with
apartments above. While battling the
blaze, the structures weakened and
firefighter Thornton became trapped
during a wall collapse. Although he
was wearing a helmet, it could not
protect him from a heavy stone façade
that collapsed on top of him. He was
carried out by another firefighter and
taken back to the fire hall, where a
doctor was summoned. Over the next
few days he fought for his life until
finally succumbing to his injuries. He
was honoured with a full fire brigade
funeral.

“Today, and forever more — their
names will once more come to life and
be displayed on the granite wall of this
beautiful memorial,” said Fire
Marshal Bernard Moyle. “We, as
government, members of the fire
service and the community, must have
a goal and that goal would be to create
an environment where there will be
no more names inscribed on the
memorial.”

On June 5, firefighters and their
families from across Ontario traveled
to Queen’s Park Circle in Toronto for
the official unveiling of the Ontario
Fallen Firefighters Memorial.

The memorial commemorates 344
fallen firefighters who sacrificed their
lives while protecting lives, property,
and the environment throughout
Ontario. It is set on a red Maltese
Cross—the international symbol for
firefighting. The memorial itself is a
large, bronze, sculpture depicting a
modern-day firefighter rescuing a
child from peril. A towering black
granite monolith is in the background,
representing a building. White granite
walls surround the memorial with the
name, rank, and date of death of each
of Ontario’s 344 fallen firefighters,
including the earliest-known
firefighter in 1848.

Dignitaries who attended the
dedication of this memorial included
Lieutenant Governor James
Bartleman, The Honourable Premier
Dalton McGuinty, The Honourable
Monte Kwinter, Minister of
Community Safety and Correctional
Services, Bernard Moyle, Fire Marshal
of Ontario, Julian Fantino,
Commissioner of Emergency
Management for the Province of
Ontario, Lee Grant, President of the
Ontario Association of Fire Chiefs,
Fred LeBlanc, President of the Ontario
Professional Firefighters Assoc-iation
and Jim Richards, President, of the Fire
Fighters Association of Ontario.

In an article that appeared in the
Brantford Expositor on June 18, Rob

Bowen, president of the Brantford
Professional Firefighters’ Association,
said “This is something that has been
done for police officers for years and
it’s only right that it be done for
firefighters, too. “These men [and
women] lost their lives helping
others.”

While the memorial identifies those
who have fallen—names that hold
special meaning for everyone—it is
also a significant reminder of
firefighting history in Ontario. The
memorial exhibits how firefighting
has changed through technology and
also how it has stayed the same,
through the heroic and selfless efforts
of firefighters at each situation they
face.

The earliest-known firefighter to lose
his life in the line of duty
was William Thornton,
a member of the
Toronto fire service. In
the 1840s, Toronto’s
firefighting service was

Memorial holds different
meaning for everyone

“...their names will once
more come to life...”

Fire Marshal, Bernard Moyle, speaks
at the firefighter memorial unveiling.
Bruce Gougeon stands behind him.
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Case Study

Building with
Serious Fire Safety
Deficiencies

are located on the third floor but
access to suite #1 is from the second
floor common corridor.  Each
residential suite is provided with
solid-core wood doors without self-
closers.  Walls and ceilings consist
of gypsum wallboard.

The print shop that occupies the
majority of the first floor of the
building is classified as an F-2
occupancy.  There is a large quantity
of combustible materials located
here.  A five-gallon pail (one day’s
supply) of a flammable solution is
used in the print shop for cleaning
the presses.  This solution is
dispensed into the pail from a 45-
gallon drum.

The owner’s workshop contains
some woodworking and machine
shop equipment, a 200-gallon
heating oil tank and a variety of
other items.  The hobby room is used
for winemaking and can be accessed
through the owner’s workshop or
from the interior stair serving
residential suite #5.  The doorway

from the hobby room to suite #5 is
not protected with a fire-rated
door.  The hobby room also
contains a forced-air oil furnace.

The floor assembly between the
printing shop and the residential
suites above consists of wood joists
that are exposed in some areas,
sheathed with a membrane of
gypsum wallboard or provided
with fibreglass ceiling tiles in a “T-
Bar” assembly in other areas.  The
underside of the stair serving
residential suite #1-A is exposed to
the printing shop.

Suite #1A is accessed directly
from the outside.  A common
second floor corridor provides
direct access to residential suites #2
and #3 on the second floor, and
suite #1 on the third floor (via an
in-suite stairway).  Two means of
exit are provided from this
corridor.  One is via an east side
interior open stairway leading
down to a first floor vestibule area
with direct access to the exterior.
The other is through a 4½ ft. high
door leading to an exterior balcony
at the west side of the building.
This balcony has an openable gate
that is intended to provide access
to the ground using an aluminum
ladder stored on the balcony.

The east interior stair also
provides access to the third floor
landing, which serves unit #4 and
the upper level of unit #5.  The
walls and ceilings of this stairway
and second floor corridor are
sheathed with gypsum wallboard.
The second floor level of unit #5 is
also provided with direct access to
the exterior at grade via an in-suite
stair.  The underside of this in-suite
stairway is exposed to the common
hobby room.

The ground floor vestibule that
provides access to the east side
interior stairway serving the
residential suites also provides
access to the ground floor industrial
areas.  A glass panel door separates
this vestibule from the interior stair.
A wood panel door leads to a

See Approval on page 18

BY KIM BAILEY
OFM FIRE PROTECTION
ENGINEER

Property Description:
The property consists of a three-
storey building containing a
combination of industrial and
residential occupancies.  The total
building area is 400 m2 and is of
combustible construction.
Originally built as a barn in the
mid-1800’s, a small addition was
constructed at a later date.  The
property evolved to its present
mixed use over a period extending
from 1978 to 1988 without a
building permit.

The first floor contains a
commercial printing operation,
residents’ common hobby room
and the owner’s workshop.  The
second and third floors contain a
total of six residential suites.  Suites
#1A, #2, #3 and lower level of #5
are located on the second floor.
Suites #1, #4 and upper level of #5

The following is an actual incident in which the
Office of the Fire Marshal assisted a fire department
in addressing serious fire safety deficiencies in a
mixed industrial/residential building.  The Messenger
will periodically publish such case studies for
educational purposes.

Case Study:
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print shop.
The fire department also directed

the owner to install battery-
operated smoke alarms in the
stairway at the second floor level,
and in the print shop as a
temporary measure.  A Hydro
Inspection Order was issued to
address electrical deficiencies that
included:
• Unused wiring improperly

terminated,
• Wiring not protected from

mechanical damage,
• Open junction boxes with

wires hanging out of box, and,
• Numerous cover plates

missing from wall plugs and
switches.

Day 3: The fire department
continued discussions with the
OFM and issued a Notice of
Violation under Section 9.5 of the
Fire Code, with a short time frame
to comply with exit stair
separation requirements.
Additional action under Section 15
of the FPPA continued to be an
option in the event that the owner
failed to meet this time frame.

Day 4: The building department
served unsafe and emergency
orders under the Building Code
Act (BCA) to address the many
Building Code-related def-
iciencies.  The owner was ordered
to discontinue residential use until
remedial work was completed.

Conclusions
The fire department determined

that if the orders served under the
BCA were implemented, then the
compliance process for Section 9.5
of the Fire Code would be
terminated to prevent conflicts.
Compliance with the Building
Code would adequately address
the fire safety issues.

Approval
for closure
ground floor office, while a hollow
wood door leads to the print shop.
None of the vestibule doors are
equipped with self-closing devices
and are often left open.

There is no fire alarm system in the
building.  Hard-wired smoke alarms
are provided in each residential
suite.

Primary Concerns
The fire department was

concerned about the safety of the
residents given that:
• The building lacked a fire

alarm system,
• Floor separations between the

industrial and residential areas
were substandard, and,

• The means of exit for some
of the residential suites were
inadequate.

Actions
Day 1:  The fire department

contacted the Office of the Fire
Marshal (OFM) to review options
under the Fire Protection and
Prevention Act (FPPA) for
addressing the fire safety
deficiencies including the

possibility of an “Order to Close.”
Only a preliminary inspection of
the building had been conducted
at this stage, which excluded the
residential suites themselves.  No
immediate fire hazards were
noted.  The fire department was
advised that a full inspection
should be conducted as soon as
possible to determine the full
extent of fire safety deficiencies
and presence of any hazardous
conditions or activities.

The fire department was also
advised to contact the municipal
building department regarding
the classification of the building
and options that may exist under
the Building Code Act to address
the concerns.  The OFM staff
would continue to be available to
discuss options for addressing any
hazards.

Day 2: The fire department
conducted a full inspection and
additional building and
occupancy information was
discussed with the OFM.  It was
confirmed that there were no
conditions posing an immediate
threat, but significant fire safety
deficiencies were discussed.  The
fire department reviewed the
requirements for dispensing of
flammable liquids under Part 4 of
the Fire Code and took steps to
ensure remedies were
implemented immediately in the

Continued from page 17

• Closure of a building under Subsection 21(2) of the FPPA requires prior
approval from the Fire Marshal.

• Closure of a building may be achieved in one of two ways: by ordering
the owner to close the premises, or directly by the fire department
with authorization from the Fire Marshal.

• Where the closure involves a residential use, the municipality must
satisfy the Fire Marshal that alternative accommodations are arranged
for all residents before approval will be granted.

For additional information on closure of a building, please refer to OFM
guideline TG-02-2003 Orders, Orders to Close and Immediate Threat to Life.

QUICK FACTS ABOUT CLOSURES

Inquiries about the potential closure of a building should be directed to the
Fire Safety Standard Sections at the OFM at 416-325-3100.
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Kitchener’s secret is out

packaging and the requirement of
alarm/sounder covers for the alarms
to be fully compliant with ULC
standards.

For more information about the Kidde
Wireless System visit
www.kiddewireless.com.

Wireless smoke alarms in U.S.
In June, the world’s largest
manufacturer of fire safety products
launched the Kidde Wireless
System.  The wireless system is the
first of its kind to enable every home
in the United States to have
interconnected wireless smoke
alarms, which experts say can

provide an earlier warning to fire.
These are the first UL–listed wireless
smoke alarms in the U.S.  

When is this technology coming to
Canada?  Kidde is currently evaluating
the measures required to have the
system introduced in Canada
including bilingual voice, bilingual

opt for the rental, Kalan said.
The alarm also sends a signal to

the fire department if it fails, needs
cleaning or if the batteries run low.
The department makes house calls
to rectify the problem, including
replacing any equipment if
necessary.

Some people may balk at the cost
of the system, considering they can
pick up smoke alarms for $20 to $40
each at hardware stores. But Kalan
believes the benefits far outweigh
the costs.

That’s particularly true if there’s
nobody home to hear an alarm from
conventional equipment.

As well, he said, most home
insurance companies provide
premium discounts that cover 20 to
70 percent of the annual cost of
renting an AirWatch system.

Some homeowners have smoke
alarms built into packages
provided by private security
companies, who have a co-
operative agreement with the
Kitchener Fire Department to hook
them up to the Direct Detect
system.

“We’re told over and over again
that this is the best-kept secret in the
city. But we’re not trying to
keep it secret.”

Excerpted from the April 4 issue of The
Record (Kitchener, Cambridge and
Waterloo).

The number of homes whose
smoke alarms are connected
directly to the Kitchener Fire
Department is growing slowly but
surely — but with the emphasis on
the word slowly.

“It’s beyond me why people
haven’t recognized how cost-
effective it is and what a wonderful
solution this is to a fire tragedy,”
said Randy Kalan, the chief fire
prevention officer.

After a pilot project, a
department program called Direct
Detect began in October 2000 with
about 425 customers. This has
since grown to a little more than
1,600. But Kalan believes the figure
should be a lot higher.

“I get this confusion about why
people aren’t knocking down our
door to get this system installed,”
he said. The system is available to
homes, businesses and institutions
in the cities of Kitchener and
Waterloo and the townships of
Wilmot, Wellesley and Woolwich,
which are the municipalities
served by the dispatch centre on
Strasburg Road.

The most common system is
called AirWatch, which includes
state-of-the-art smoke alarms  that
send wireless signals to a base unit
in the home. It automatically
transmits information and an
alarm over phone lines to the
dispatch centre, which prompts an
immediate, electronic alert to the

appropriate fire stations.
“There’s no need for human

intervention,” Kalan said. “As soon as
the direct alarm comes in, we have an
instantaneous way of dispatching the
fire trucks.”

That can save precious seconds,
minutes or even more. The
photoelectric AirWatch system can
detect smoldering fires up to an hour
earlier than most standard ionization
alarms.

The fire department’s website adds:
“Even if you were at home when the
alarm goes off, with all of the
confusion during a fire, it could take
several minutes or longer before you
can escape and call for assistance.

With AirWatch, help is already on
the way while you concern yourself
with getting the family safely outside.
Since a fire can double its size in
seconds, that’s good to know.”

The AirWatch system is a little like
renting a hot-water heater. It costs
residential homeowners $10.34 a
month for everything — including
taxes, the equipment, installation,
maintenance and, of course,
monitoring.

That’s for a system with two alarms,
with each additional one costing an
extra $1 a month. People have the
option of buying a system with two
alarms and the base unit at a cost of
$240, plus a monitoring fee of $5.25 a
month. That doesn’t include
maintenance, however, which means
more than 90 per cent of homeowners
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New in the OFM Library
Check out our latest books and videos from the
Fire Sciences Library & Audio-Visual Resource
Centre.  We provide current fire resources to
support the Office of the Fire Marshal as well
as fire departments, emergency services and
fire related industries.  The collection consists
of 9,000+ books, standards, statue law, reports,
80+ journals, and over 1,300 audio-visual
resources.  A full listing of new resources is
available on our website!

New Books

New Videos and DVDs

The Fire Sciences Library & Audio-Visual Resource
Centre are located in the Office of the Fire Marshal
serving staff and residents of Ontario.  We welcome
visitors to come to the library and borrow from our
collection.  We will also courier material directly to
clients. Hours are Monday – Friday 8:30am to 4:15pm.
Visit our website by clicking on Resource Centre at
http://www.ofm.gov.on.ca  Phone: (Library) 416-325-
3235/3236,  (Audio-Visual) 416-325-3121, Email:
firesciences.information@ofm.ca.

Chief Officer validated by International Fire Service
Training Association. (2004)

Citizen’s guide to terrorism preparedness by Richard
Stilp and Armando Beledacqua. (2003)

Electrical safety in the workplace. National Fire
Protection Association. (2000)

Fire Safety in Assembly Occupancies: NFPA ready
reference, National Fire Protection Association. (2004)

Handbook of Hazardous Materials Spills Technology
edited by Merv Fingas. (2001)

Health Care Facilities 6th ed., National Fire
Protection Association. (1999)

Life Safety Code Handbook 9th ed., National
Fire Protection Association. (2003)

Principles of Fire Protection Chemistry and
Physics 3rd  ed., National Fire Protection
Association. (1998)

Emergency Evacuation: What every
employee should know. (2004)
This program aims to teach employees
the fundamentals of personally
preparing for an emergency in the
workplace.

Hybrid Vehicles. (2001)
This program focuses on Honda’s hybrid vehicle, “the
Insight.” It covers: vehicle construction, energy storage
system and high voltage components and the vehicle
propulsion system.  It outlines emergency response
procedures for incidents involving fire, submersion and
collisions.

Inspection and testing of
automatic sprinkler
systems. (2004)
This video describes the four
principal types of water-
based systems (wet pipe, dry
pipe, deluge system and pre-
action systems). Detailed
graphics are used to depict
principles of operation and the importance
of methodical record keeping thereby creating a history
of the system.

Manfactured home fire safety. (2003)
This program is designed for residents
of manufactured homes. It covers the
installation and maintenance of smoke
alarms, electrical wiring safety,
woodburning stoves, space heaters,
HVAC system safety and maintenance.
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Recent investiture
recipients
Congratulations to those who recently
received investiture medals for 40 years
of service or more! Pictured here are Fire
Marshal Bernard Moyle and Manager of
Operations Paul Leslie with... John Silcox, 50 year service bar.

James Howson, 45 year service bar.Clarence Bailie, 45 year service bar.

William Keutch, 25 year medal & 40
year service bar.

death if fire occurs; more use and
maintenance of smoke alarms;
more development and practice of
escape plans; wider use of
residential sprinklers; more fire
safety designed into more home
products; and more attention to the
special fire safety needs of high-
risk groups, including the very
young, older adults, and the poor.

The fire loss report has been
issued every year by NFPA since
1977. In that time, reported fires
have declined by roughly half and
associated fire deaths by nearly
half, even though 2004 saw no
significant improvement.

Reprinted from an NFPA news release
dated July 11, 2005. For more
information, please visit
www.nfpa.org/assets/files/PDF/
OS.fireloss.pdf.

Nearly 4,000 die in U.S. fires in 2004
Nearly all of this decrease reflects
the absence in 2004 of any fires as
large as the two southern California
wildfires of 2003, which together
produced losses of $2 billion. Of the
2004 total, $8 billion occurred in
structure fires and $5 billion in
homes.

In 2004, public fire departments
responded to 1,550,500 fires in the
U.S., a slight decrease of 2.2% from
the previous year. But there was a
slight increase of 1.3% in structure
fires to 526,000. There were also
266,500 highway vehicle fires,
down 6.8% from last year.

The report also recommended
what should be done to reduce the
continuing annual toll of home fires
and the injuries and deaths that
occur as a result of them. These are:
More widespread public fire safety
education to avoid serious injury or

In July, a study was released from
the National Fire Protection
Association (NFPA) indicating that
there were 3,900 fire fatalities last
year in the United States, and just
as in previous years, most (82%) of
these fatalities occurred in homes.
The total fire death toll decreased
slightly by 0.6% from 2003, and
there was a 1.4% increase in fire
deaths in homes.

The yearly report noted that
nationwide, there was a fire death
every 135 minutes in 2004. In all,
17,785 people were injured in fires
in 2004, a slight decrease of 1.4%.
As with fire deaths, most (77%)
reported fire injuries occurred in
homes, or about 13,700 injuries.
However, there was a fire injury
every 30 minutes in 2004.

Property damage from fires
decreased by 20.2% to $9 billion.
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Ed Marinoff retired in June.  Ed joined the OFM in 1989
as a Fire Protection Engineer where he assisted in fire

investigations of an
electrical nature, and
examined electrical
equipment involved in
fires.  Prior to joining the
OFM, Ed had worked at
Trans-Canada Pipelines
and the Canadian
Standards Association.

Tony Mintoff, Assistant Deputy Fire Marshal of Field
Fire Protection Services, left the OFM on June 24 to
become the City of St. Catharines Fire Chief.

Barry MacKinnon, Chief of Emergency Management
& Response, is Acting Assistant Deputy Fire Marshal of
Field Fire Protection Services effective July 4 until further
notice.

Douglas Goodings was appointed to the position of
Executive Co-ordinator Certification and Accreditation
Programs. Doug comes to the OFM with vast experience
and knowledge of fire fighting, acquired during his 25
years with the Canadian Forces.

Peter O’Hare, Fire Protection Adviser, retired on June
30. Peter had been in the fire service for 38-1/2 years.
Congratulations Peter!

Keri Gysbers, Acting Manager, Administrative Services,
Field Fire Protection Services, completed her
secondment on June 27.

Doug Tennant, Operations Manager, Field Fire
Protection Services, led the OFM on August 1 to work
as deputy fire chief for Cambridge Fire Department.

Meredith Crawshaw from Field Fire Protection Services
left the OFM on June 14.

Jana Gillis began as an instructor at the Ontario Fire
College on August 8. Jana’s background includes
working for the St. Catharines Fire Department for 30
years, most recently in the position of fire prevention
officer and inspector.

Chris Slosser has stepped out of his position as Public
Relations Officer/Editor to fill the position of Program
Specialist for six months. Congratulations to Chris on
the birth of his daughter Sophie!

Carol Gravelle began a six-month contract on May 24
as Public Relations Officer/Messenger Editor. Carol has
over five years of experience in public relations.

Michael Fenn retired as Deputy Minister of
Community Safety on June 30 after a distinguished
career in the public service, having served municipal
and provincial governments for over 25 years.  Always
dedicated, professional, strategic and customer-focused,
Deputy Fenn began his career in the OPS at the Ministry
of Municipal Affairs in 1970 and then returned to
assume the position of Deputy Minister of Municipal
Affairs and Housing in 1998. He was appointed Deputy
Minister of Community Safety in 2004.

Two new reports released in June by
the U.S. Fire Administration show
that 2,500 children and 2,300 seniors
were injured or killed in residential
fires in the United States in 2002.

The reports, issued by the United
States Fire Administration (USFA)
examine the causes and
characteristics of residential fires
involving children and older adult
casualties.

According to the reports, an
estimated 2,500 children age 14 or

U.S. reports residential fires deadly
for children and seniors

or younger.  Of these, nine fatalities
were with children aged nine or
younger. In that same year, there
were 28 fatalities for those aged 60
and older. Of these, 20 fatalities were
for those aged 70 or older.

Copies of the full reports can be
downloaded from www.usfa.fema.gov/
statistics/reports/pubs/tfrs.shtm.
Additional information on fire safety is
available at www.firesafety.gov.

younger were injured or killed in
residential fires. Of these fire
casualties, almost half were under
the age of five and 70 percent were
under the age of 10. An estimated
2,300 adults age 65 or older were
injured or killed in residential fires.
Over 80 percent of older adult fire
casualties were between the ages of
65 and 84.

In Ontario, statistics for residential
fires tell a similar story.  In 2002, there
were 13 fatalities for those  aged 19

22
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Fire Chief for a Day
BY TOM MARSHALL
PUBLIC EDUCATION OFFICER
SARNIA FIRE RESCUE
SERVICES

Sarnia Fire Rescue Services had a
new Fire Chief for a day in April.
Her name was Stephanie St-Pierre
and she was a Grade 4 student
from Errol Road Public School.

To kick off Fire Prevention Week
2004, the Sarnia Fire Rescue
Services traveled to all of the 27
elementary schools in Sarnia to
conduct fire drills. It was a
competitive month conducting the
drills, but in the end, Sarnia’s Errol
Road Public School had the best
overall fire drill and won the
Sarnia-wide contest.

The school was presented with a
plaque for their efforts and the
Grade 4 students of that school
were given a presentation by
Sarnia Fire Services’ Public
Education Officer, Tom Marshall.

station #1 picked up Stephanie,
Chief Boyes and Marshall and
took them to city hall to visit
Sarnia’s Mayor, Mike Bradley.

After meeting with the Mayor,
the group headed to McDonalds
for lunch, where the owners
donated lunch and provided a
special gift, a milkshake maker, to
Stephanie.

Having barked a few orders, and
having tested her skills using the
water hose, Stephanie went off
duty as Fire Chief in the early
afternoon when the crew from fire
station #1 escorted Stephanie back
to Errol Road Public School in a
rescue truck.  Getting back to the
school early gave Stephanie the
opportunity to talk to her class
about the day’s events before she
went home for the day.

The Chief for a Day program is
an effective way to raise awareness
about fire safety in Sarnia and has
been ongoing for three years.

He issued them another challenge;
create an effective fire safety poster
and one lucky student would
become Fire Chief for a day.

 It was Stephanie who won the
poster contest and, as a result, got
the position as Fire Chief for a day.

Stephanie’s day on the job as Chief
began with the fire crew from fire
station #4 coming to her house at
8:30 a.m. to pick her up and take her
to Errol Road Public School. With
lights flashing and horns honking,
the crew dropped her off at school
with the whole school waiting on
the front lawn for her.

That morning there was a school
assembly that saw Sarnia’s Chief
Richard Boyes (the Fire Chief for the
other 364 days of the year) make a
presentation to Stephanie and
welcome her as Fire Chief for the
day. She was presented with a
Sparky backpack, stuffed Sparky
toy and a ball cap.

When the assembly was over, fire
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alarm that sounds the buzzer and
lights the corresponding red light on
the front of the podium.

The game is effective because,
although it is baseball-oriented in
nature, it does not rely on a child’s
physical abilities. Instead, it allows
children to move around the baseball
diamond when they successfully
apply their fire safety knowledge.

New game scores home
run with Brantford children
BY GAIL CLARE
BRANTFORD FIRE
DEPARTMENT

With 45 games played in 2004,
Sparky’s® World Series of Fire Safety
game is a fun and interactive way for
students to learn about fire safety.

The objective of the game is to see
children face off against each other in
the ultimate test of their fire safety
knowledge. To play the game,
children are divided into two separate
teams; “the Smoke” and “the Flames”.
The game begins with one player from
each team at “home plate.” A fire
department representative then rolls
a special die to determine if the value
of the upcoming question will be the
equivalent to a baseball single, double,
triple or homerun. When the value is
determined, the question is asked of
the player at home plate. This is the
only player of the team to have the
opportunity to buzz in and answer the
question. A correct answer can

promote a player around
the bases. However an
incorrect answer allows
the opposing team player
at home plate to answer.
The team with the highest
number of runs at the end
of the game wins.

The game can be played
indoors or outdoors and
the only component that
was created specifically for
the game was the podium,
designed to look like home
plate, that children stand
behind and answer
questions. Standing approximately
one metre (36 inches) high, the top
plate has two smoke alarms that are
wired to two red lights on the front of
the podium. The smoke alarm and
lights are all powered by two six-volt
batteries held in a compartment in the
center column of the podium. When
children are asked a question, they
push the test button on the smoke

Community Safety
Village established
in York Region

Village and the educational centre
were provided and constructed
through the generosity of
corporations and citizens of York
Region.

On May 14, York Region launched
their Community Safety Village to
children in Grades 2 and 3 who attend
school within York Region’s Public and
Separate School Boards.

The safety-focused facility is located
in Bruce’s Mill Conservation Area in
Whitchurch-Stouffville and is
operated by the Police Services board
of York Region.  The miniature village
is an effective tool to demonstrate
lessons about fire and life safety
because both police and fire
educators teach children about
crossing streets, stop signs, bus safety,

railways, helmet safety and fire safety.
The curriculum used by the fire
educators is based on the Risk Watch
educational materials and focuses on
making smart choices.

“Given the great reviews from the
public, the Community Safety Village
has been extremely well received
throughout the region,” says John
Adema, a member of the Board of
Directors for the Village and the Chief
fire prevention officer of Central York
Fire and Emergency Services.

Other similar Community Safety
Villages in Ontario are located in
Niagara, Cambridge, Windsor and
London with many more in the
planning and/or construction stage at
this time. The Village is open year
‘round and it is estimated that
approximately 25-30,000 children will
visit and use the facility each year. The

Opposing teams face off using their fire safety
knowledge.
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“You created this situation
by nailing doors shut,
removing fire doors and
blocking stairwells...”

Man jailed for turning group
home into fire hazard

Update
Since the publication of this article,
the owner of Rising Sun
Residential Care Home pleaded
guilty to one count criminal
negligence causing death and two
counts of criminal negligence
causing bodily harm. She received
an eight-month sentence to be
served in the community,
including six months of house
arrest.

Excerpted from the August 5 issue of
the KingstonWhig-Standard.

the courts, was charged in early
February with second-degree
murder, arson with disregard for
human life and arson causing
bodily harm arising out of the
January fire.

Several days after that, police
laid additional arson charges
against him in connection with
the November fire.

In sentencing, Beaman
described the fatal fire as “a
horrible, sad event,” and told the
Kingston man that he’d placed the
most vulnerable people in society
at risk with his “catastrophically
negligent behaviour.”

“You created this situation by
nailing doors shut,
removing fire doors and
blocking stairwells,” she
said.

Excerpted from the June 30
issue of The Kingston Whig-
Standard.

BY SUE YANAGISAWA,
THE KINGSTON WHIG-
STANDARD

A Kingston man took
responsibility in court for Fire
Code violations at a group home
for adults with developmental
and psychiatric disabilities that
contributed to the death of a man
in an arson fire at the home. He
was sentenced to two years in
prison.

He pleaded guilty to one count
of criminal negligence causing
death and two counts of criminal
negligence causing bodily harm
by failing to ensure adherence to
Fire Code regulations at
the Rising Sun Residential
Care Home.

One of the home’s
residents  died in the Jan.
28 blaze which was so
intense it blew out a large
window on the main floor.
Two other people were
injured.

The building sustained
$300,000 damage.

Justice Judith Beaman was told
that there were 14 people living
in the three-storey house at the
time, including the owner and
two family members.

The fatal fire was able to spread
as rapidly and extensively as it
did, according to assistant
Crown Attorney John
Skoropada, because fire doors
required by the Fire Code had
been removed during
renovations to repair damage
from an earlier fire in November.

One of the two staircases
required by the Fire Code was
also clogged with mattresses,

which impeded the residents’
escape from the upper floors.
Beaman was told that the
Kingston man and spouse of the
private home’s owner was trying
to help by taking on the repairs
and renovations and he admitted
to her: “I bit off more than I could
chew.”

He said he’s sorry for the part he
played in this tragedy.

Skoropada told Beaman that an
electrician brought in to work on
the private home’s fire alarm
system identified specific Fire
Code violations to the group
home’s management before the
fire.

The electrician also noted, at the
time, that there had been
tampering with the electrical
system.

About three weeks after police
began investigating the January
blaze, the fire in November -
which until then had been listed
as being of undetermined origin -
was also attributed to arson.

Skoropada told the judge no one
was injured in that first fire, which
originated in a room that was
shared at the time by two
residents.

One of the men who lived in this
room, whose case is still before
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for the children and then spent
some leisurely time hitting the
slopes.

The day was so successful, it’s
going to become an annual
event  at  Devi l ’s  Elbow Ski
Resort during March Break
and it’s possible a second day
wil l  be  added during the
Christmas Break.

A presentation will be made
to Devil’s Elbow Ski Resort at
an August 23 City of Kawartha
Lakes  Counci l  meet ing to
recognize their fire prevention
efforts.

As  a  resul t  o f  the ir
achievements in fire safety and
their  commitment  to  the
community,  the  Kawartha
Lakes Fire & Rescue Service
Fire  Prevent ion Divis ion
hosted a  ‘Come Ski  with
Sparky’  day at  the  resort
during March Break 2005. It
was an attempt to draw some
attention to the pro-active ski
resort and to educate kids on
the importance of fire safety.

The Bethany Division f ire
trucks were on hand for the
special  day,  along with the
Kawartha  Lakes  Hazmat

trailer, fire prevention displays
including the Hazard House and
of course, Sparky the Fire Dog!

Sparky spent  the  morning
helping to instruct ski lessons

‘Come Ski with Sparky’

Sparky gets a new hydrant
BY BRENDA STONEHOUSE
CITY OF KAWARTHA LAKES &
BRIAN MCCUAIG
KAWARTHA LAKES FIRE &
RESCUE SERVICE

A routine fire inspection was the
catalyst for a winning partnership
between Devil’s Elbow Ski Resort
in Bethany, Ontario and the City of
Kawartha Lakes Fire & Rescue
Service.

Most business people are less than
thrilled to see a fire prevention
inspector walk through their doors,
but John Holmberg, owner of
Devil’s Elbow Ski Resort, welcomes
them with open arms.

Holmberg believes fire safety is
good for his business, and has
invested considerable time and
money to go above and beyond the
recommendations that were made
in a recent inspection. Having met

reservoir at the top of the ski hill.
Due to the elevation drop, as the
water is piped down the hill, there
is an excess of 700 kpa (100 psi) to
feed the sprinkler system as well as
a fire hydrant outside the chalet.

The Holmbergs, who live close to
the resort, also extended the water
line a few hundred feet through the
bush to the roadside to give the
Kawartha Lakes Fire & Rescue
Service a year-round water source
to protect the neighbouring homes.
The hydrant was installed last fall
and has already been used during
a recent fire at a nearby property.
Residents have also seen a drop in
their insurance rates because of the
new hydrant.

“The municipality partnered with
me to put the hydrant in,” says
Holmberg. “This is my community
and I want to help protect it.”

the requirements of section 9.2 of the
Ontario Fire Code, the ski resort
went even further and installed a
full-blown sprinkler system
throughout the chalet.

“My business only runs for four

months a year and I can’t afford to
miss a season,” says Holmberg. “I’ll
do everything I can to make sure that
a fire will not devastate us.”

The water for the sprinkler system
is supplied by a 10 million gallon
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What a performance!

(Otonabee-South Monaghan) said “I
was able to transfer and incorporate
a peer group comparison of the
effectiveness of our department’s
smoke alarm program as it pertained
to actual fire responses, hence,
identifying the success and justifying
the continuation of the program for
this year’s budget. I also included the
comparison of emergency response
times, accompanied with an
explanation of who our particular
peer group members were.” He
conitnued“This software is an
interactive friendly administrative
tool that allows a Fire Chief to
prepare comparisons and view data
with his/her peer groups and the
provincial averages. I look forward
to us growing together to further
explore and utilize this program on
a regular basis.”

Take the time to check out the
Ontario Fire Service Performance
Measurement and Benchmarking
System at www.ofspmbs.ca. Built “by
the fire service, for the fire service,”
PMBS is available to help you start
integrating important performance
measurement information into your
business decision-making and
optimizing fire protection and
prevention services to their fullest in
your community.

A User’s Manual, Quick Reference
Guide, Peer Mentor Network Directory,
event schedule, and additional
performance measurement
resources are available at
www.ofspmbs.ca. Also consider
joining the Standing Users Group,
Data/Measures Team, or Peer
Mentor Network to contribute your
ideas.  Check it out today!

BY TIM BECKETT
PUBLIC RELATIONS &
MARKETING TEAM LEADER
(DEPUTY FIRE CHIEF,
KITCHENER FIRE DEPARTMENT)

The Ontario Fire Service
Performance Measurement and
Benchmarking System (PMBS) is
continuing to be implemented
across the province with much
success. Since the launch in
November 2004, numerous
accomplishments have been
achieved with the ongoing
commitment of members of this
unique partnership. For example, a
new Standing Users Group has been
set up to provide ongoing leadership
and oversight of the long-term
sustainability of this important
management tool for the fire service.
Many of the original Project
Working Group members are
continuing to serve in this role.

Given the success of a peer-based
approach to pilot-testing, a Peer
Mentor Network was established
under the leadership of Peter Sells
(Toronto Fire Services).  This
network of fire service PMBS
“super-users” provides local
coaching and mentoring, expertise
in problem-solving, and training on

a regional basis for fire service users
of PMBS across the province. The
network is also a key conduit for
communication to the Standing
Users Group regarding
opportunities for enhancement to
the system over time. A Peer Mentor
can provide helpful tips and assist
with issues such as how to login or
obtain a User ID and password,
selecting peer groups and designing
custom reports.

The Public Relations and
Marketing Team, under the
leadership of Tim Beckett (Kitchener
Fire Department), continues to
profile the system at key venues such
as the recent Ontario Association of
Fire Chiefs (OAFC) Annual Meeting
and Education Seminar, OAFC zone
meetings, regional conferences,
magazine articles and trade shows.
PMBS has attracted much interest
from other jurisdictions, and this
team has been kept busy making
presentations, authoring articles and
responding to inquiries from
numerous fire service jurisdictions
across Canada, the United States,
and Europe. PMBS is also a featured
case study in an upcoming research
report sponsored by the Institute of
Public Administration of Canada
(IPAC).

The Data and Measures
Team, under the leadership of
MaryBeth Gibbons (City of
Greater Sudbury Emergency
Services), is focused on
continuous improvement of
PMBS. Their work includes
refining and expanding the
measurement framework,
identifying additional
benchmarks and peer grouping
opportunities, and, designing a
way to gather data from fire
services to support and share
these measures.

Fire Chiefs have already
experienced early successes with
PMBS. Fire Chief Ted Bryan

Showcasing the PMBS system at the OAFC
Conference are, from left, Carol-Lynn
Chambers, Vincent Liu, Debbie Higgins and
MaryBeth Gibbons.

“Fire Chiefs have
already experienced
early successes with
PMBS.”
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Russell Township opened the
doors of their new fire station to
dignitaries and the public on June
25 and 26. The new station has
more than four times the space of
the older station and includes a
helicopter-landing pad.

“When you turn on the lights, all
that’s missing are the corn fields;
it’s [the new helipad] our field of
dreams,” says Bruce Armstrong,
Volunteer Fire Chief for the
Russell Fire Department.
Armstrong is referring to the
amazing efforts of the volunteer
firefighting crew and the
community support that has
made the dream of a new helipad
and fire station a reality for
Russell Township.

To build the helipad, the Russell
Township volunteer firefighters of
the area took the initiative to raise
the funds and purchase the
materials for the new helipad. In
the first three weeks of their
fundraising alone, the firefighters
raised 75% of the $73,000 they
needed to begin building the

What’s new in Russell
Township?

In case of emergency (e.g.,
another ice storm), the new fire
station will be turned into the
Russell Township Emergency
Control Centre. Equipped with a
powerful generator to operate the
entire station itself and light for
the helipad, the new fire station
is also equipped with extra phone
lines, computer outlets, and a
handicap washroom.

So what has been planned for
the old fire station?  It will be
redeveloped as a museum, with
one area of the old station being
dedicated to Russell Fire
Department history. With 300
metres between the two stations,
visitors will be able to visit the
past, present and future of fire
and life safety in Russell
Township.

Thanks to Bruce Armstrong,
Volunteer Fire Chief for the Russell
Fire Department for providing
information for this article.

helipad, thanks to the generous
support of the community.

When the work began to build
the helipad, most was completed
by the skilled volunteer
firefighters.

The 8,500 square foot fire
station is expected to more
effectively serve the community’s
needs for the next 50 to 60 years.
In comparison to the older
station, the new state-of-the-art
facility has the following
attributes:
l Six truck bays (the older

station had only three);
l A larger training room with

current technology for
meetings including a
projector, high-speed
Internet accessibility and
computer hook-up capacity;

l More office and storage
space;

l A hose-drying tower; and,
l An approved helicopter

pad with night-time lights
that can be used in case of
a serious incident in the area.

Fire Marshal Bernard Moyle
presents Bruce Armstrong,
Volunteer Fire Chief of the
Russell Township Fire
Department, with a plaque to
commemorate the opening of
the new facility.

Correction
In the March/April
edition of The Ontario
Fire Service Messenger,
the phone number for
the Simcoe Travelodge
for the Feel the
Warmth Conference
was incorrect.  The
correct number is
1-800-265-8090.  We
apologize for any
confusion this may
have caused.
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“...the work is done 100% by
our guys.”

Continued from page 12

Fire Service Calendar 2005
September 11 Canadian Fallen Firefighters Memorial Ceremony Ottawa, ON

September 15-18 FireCon 2005 Thunder Bay, ON

October 2 Firefighters Memorial Day, Queen’s Park Toronto, ON

October 2 Fire Fighters Association of Ontario Memorial Service Gravenhurst, ON

October 6 Structural Collapse Rescue, City of Brampton Brampton, ON
Fire & Emergency Services and SPEC Rescue International

October 9-15 Fire Prevention Week Ontario

October 30 Fire Fighters Association of Ontario Quarterly Meeting Port Colbourne, ON

November 16-18 Feel the Warmth: 13th Annual Fire and Life Safety Educators’ Simcoe, ON
Conference

fundraisers, barbeques, and possibly
even weddings. With a tentative
completion date of June 1, 2006 for
this significant part of Sarnia’s fire
history, the fully restored American
LaFrance pumper truck’s legacy is
likely to endure for many more years
as it begins its second life as a
memoir to be remembered.

Thanks to Dana Pitts, Captain for
Sarnia Fire Department for providing
the information for this article.

Friday night at a local marina.  The
crew is also lucky to have so many
local businesses donating their
services and/or materials to the
restoration project.  One business in
particular, J&J Body Shop, has
donated their expertise, all of the prep
work and the exact two-tone paint
colour to ensure the pumper truck is
as good as new.

“We continue to organize
structured work nights once a week
and all of the work is done 100% by

our guys,” says Pitts. “The work is
especially meaningful because of the
small shop we are working in; it was
donated by Todd Gladwish, a good
friend from Glis Industrial Ltd., who
recently passed away in a tragic
accident. His spirit has inspired us
and we plan to dedicate the pumper
truck to him. We’ll do this with a brass
plaque in his memory.”

Signifying great historical value, the
historic pumper truck will be used in
and at parades, community
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Smart choices essential on
the farm

last a lifetime.  Some safety tips that
were distributed for parents of
attending children included ensuring
an adult is always watching children
in a pool and children who are under
three, or who can’t swim, are wearing
a life jacket.

Sun: Working on the farm involves
being outdoors when the sun’s
radiation is most intense. The

exposure can lead to
skin cancer, lip
cancer, damage to
the eyes and signs of
premature aging.  A
hat, sunscreen with a
SPF of 15 or greater
and sunglasses
should be worn.
Sunscreen should be
reapplied regularly.

In addition to
these, many other
topics, like the
presentation on
electrical safety by
Erie Thames Power,
where also pre-
sented. At the end of
the day, the children

were given a certificate to certify their
graduation from the Shirley Bechard
Keep Kids Safe Day.

For each of the last five years, the
program has been taken to different
schools. Each year organizers try to
incorporate new material for the 12
presenters who present specific
safety messages. Throughout the day,
students are rotated twice around
informational stations with attending
presenters to ensure key messages are
absorbed.

In June, the Shirley Bechard Keep Kids
Safe Day program came to Summers’
Corners Public School in Aylmer,
Ontario. The program was produced
by the Elgin County Farm Safety
Council and Malahide District
Station #4 Lyons and has been talking
to children about rural and farm
safety for the last 15 years.

By combining farm safety elements
with the Risk Watch
program, the one-day
event is an important
awareness-building
exercise. It is
important because
according to the
Canadian Institute of
Child Health (The
Health of Canada’s
Children), unintent-
ional injuries are the
#1 health risk facing
school aged children
today.

Approximately 600
students attended the
one-day session.
Covering a range of
topics, some of the key
points included:

Grain storage bins: It only takes
two or three seconds to become
trapped in flowing grain that can
lead to suffocation.  Playing in grain
transport trucks is dangerous and so
is playing in a grain bin where grain
surfaces may collapse.

Lawn mower and weed eaters:
Understanding equipment before it
is operated is important. Steel-toed
footwear, safety glasses and lawn
mower protective guards should
always be used. Weed eaters that are

hot should never be placed on dry
grass as a fire could start.

Tractors: Drivelines (PTO shafts)
spin approximately nine times per
second and are used by tractors to
power other pieces of farm
equipment. They can be fatal if
clothing becomes entangled in one.

Bicycles: Wearing a helmet and
obeying traffic rules, signs and

signals are part of riding a bicycle.
Riding in the same direction as traffic,
watching for hazards and using hand
signals are important ways of
keeping it safer.

Rollerblading: Skating at high
speeds can be dangerous and it is also
easy to lose control.  Safety
equipment is recommended, and
asking a good skater for tips or taking
a course on how to rollerblade is
encouraged.

Pools: Drowning in a pool can take
a few seconds and brain damage can

Take that! Children at the Keep Kids Safe Day program receive hands-on training
and tips on how to use a fire extinguisher. Photo courtesy of Cassandra Moore,
Erie Thames Power.
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