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1999 Board Members

LSRCA Chair: Councillor Margaret Jordan, York Region, 
Town of Georgina

Vice-Chair: Mr. Joseph O. Dales, York Region, Member 
At Large

Councillor Keith Bacon, Durham Region, Township of 
Scugog

Councillor Roy Bridge, Town of Innisfil
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LSRCA Staff
D. Gayle Wood, Chief Administrative Officer/Secretary - Treasurer 

Reinie Vos, Watershed Management Director: Planning, Regulations, 
Engineering, Environmental Services, Forestry, Watershed Management Plans, 
Geographical Information Systems.

Watershed Management Team Members: Graeme Davis, Andrea Gynan, Tom 
Hogenbirk, Kevin Kennedy, Murray Kinniburgh, David Lembcke, Andrea 
Ferguson Jones, June Murphy, Robert Orland, Geoff Peat, Stefan Romberg, 
Yvonne Shragge, Mike Walters and James Watt.

Al Leach, Conservation Land Management Director: Education, Strategic 
Conservation Land Management, Field Services, Business Development, 
Recreation, Leisure Services, Asset Management.

Conservation Land Management Team Members: John Brown, Doug Fennell, 
Lynda Kamstra, Christine MacKay, Lillian Nash, Marjorie Pineau, Judi 
McCutcheon, Margaret Russell, Peter Seibert, Donna Walker, Dan Williams, 
Lynda Woods, Steve Wolfer, and Peter Wukasch.

Dennis Holmes, Corporate Services Director: Finance, Administration, 
Fundraising/Community Relations, Communications, Corporate Liaison, Human 
Resources, Customer Service, Information Systems Technology, Occupational 
Health/Safety, Administrative Asset Management.

Corporate Services Team Members: Lorraine Armstrong, Pat Harnett, 
Rosemary Hastings, Joanne Jeffery, Brian Kemp, Heather McKinnon, Susan 
Redgate, Dianne Thompson, and Michelle Zynwala.

XXX

Alderman Alison Eadie, City of Barrie

Councillor Harold Lodwick Durham Region, Township of 
Brock

Councillor Ruth Lyons Townships of Mariposa, Eldon and 
Village of Woodville

Mayor Jim Mortson York Region, Town of East 
Gwillimbury

Regional Councillor Susan Para, Durham Region, 
Uxbridge

Councillor Steve Pliakes, York Region, Whitchurch-
Stouffville

Mr. George Richardson, York Region, Town of 
Newmarket Appointee

Councillor Harry Vander Kooij York Region, Township of 
King

Councillors Marty Toombs / Sharon Villani Towns of 
Bradford West Gwillimbury and New Tecumseth

Councillor John West York Region, Town of Aurora

OUR MISSION: to maintain, improve and promote the health and quality of Lake Simcoe and its watershed in partnership with our 
municipalities and our communities.

Chair's Message
The Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority (LSRCA) wrapped up the last year of the decade and century basking in the 
international spotlight, and confident of its success in the coming millennium.

The Conservation Authority's watershed management approach to protecting natural resources has set it apart from other environmental agencies. Its 
ability to work with grass root organizations, and history of delivering financially responsible services, has attracted the interest of Russian and Chinese 
scientists, as well as local funding groups and project partners.

The LSRCA has very talented Board Members, staff, and volunteers working on its behalf. Together they have managed to anticipate change and form 
creative long-term partnerships for the benefit of Lake Simcoe and its watershed. As the Lake Simcoe Environmental Management Strategy celebrated 
10 years of action, a new and innovative alliance was formed with the Regional Municipality of York this year to protect what is natural and rehabilitate 
what has degraded in York Region.

Through "A Natural Partnership" the Region of York contributed $120,000 to help launch the East Holland River Subwatershed Study, augment the 
LSRCA's Landowner Environmental Assistance Program, and stimulate reforestation efforts of priority lands in York Region. The $325,000 program also 
drew financial support from the LSRCA and Municipalities of Georgina, East Gwillimbury, Newmarket, Aurora, and Whitchurch - Stouffville as well as 
that of private landowners and the LSRCA's fundraising efforts.
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The Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority's mission is to maintain, improve and promote the health and quality of Lake Simcoe and its watershed 
in partnership with our municipalities and our communities.

With a surface area of 752 square kilometres, and a drainage basin of 2,848 square kilometres, Lake Simcoe has a $160 million impact on the local 
tourism and recreation industries. It is also a source of drinking waterfor four municipalities. Everyone's assistance is needed, now more than ever, to 
protect this vital resource.

Last year, Public Advisory Committees worked with the LSRCA to identify and prioritize remedial actions needed to protect the health and quality of the 
Maskinonge River and Uxbridge Brook, both of which drain into Lake Simcoe. I am proud to say that the Conservation Authority began implementing the 
two subwatershed plans this year, and I am confident that work on a third for the East Holland River Subwatershed will also deliver key 
recommendations to improve our waterways. .

While the Conservation Authority's mission has sparked numerous partnerships, its financial realities have also fostered many creative endeavours this 
year. .

In 1999 the LSRCA streamlined its flood warning processes by pooling resources with five other conservation authorities. Likewise, a digital elevation 
model of the watershed was generated through another partnership with the Ministry of Natural Resources. Last year's agreement with the Department 
of Fisheries and Oceans, coupled with the rate of urbanization, translated to a 12% increase in permit applications. Needless to say, it has been a very 
busy time. .

At the end of the year the LSRCA enjoyed the benefits of a new financial tracking system, which has enabled us to reduce costs and increase revenues. 
Despite a four year freeze on municipal levies, the organization wrapped-up 1999 debt-free and deficit-free... with a 3% budget surplus!

It takes a lot of foresight and creativity to accomplish all that we have. My deepest appreciation and compliments go to the LSRCA's Board Members, 
volunteers, and staff. Many thanks also go to the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Foundation, our project partners, donors and Conservation Award 
winners for contributing to our success.

Yours truly,

Margaret Jordan, LSRCA Chair

1999 Conservation Awards
LSRCA celebrated environmental success stories around Lake Simcoe at its annual Conservation Awards Gala, which was held 
at the De la Salle Chapel in Georgina on November 19th. More than 120 people attended the event and applauded 
“Environmental Giants” from around the watershed who have positively impacted their local environment. Many thanks go to 
CHAY Radio’s Ken Day, for his role as the Master of Ceremonies, and all those who participated in the event including members 
of the Yuqiao Reservoir Pollution Management Project Team, representatives from the Peoples Republic of China, and the Federation of 
Canadian Municipalities.

 
Congratulations To Our 1999 Award Winners:

Rotary Club of Barrie: Water Conservation Award for offsetting the negative impacts of erosion and habitat degredation in Kempenfelt Bay with the 
creation of two “habitat islands” near the South Shore Community Centre in Barrie.

Mr. Lorne West: Soil Conservation Award for planting 16,000 trees on a 24-acre parcel of land in Innisfil.

Ms. Carole Allen: Conservation Education Award for promoting environmental awareness and empowering thousands of students in the Lake 
Simcoe watershed to take action, for close to a decade.

Ms. Laurel Lane-Moore of the Barrie Examiner: Media Recognition Award for her thought-provoking series of articles about Lake Simcoe.

The Regional Municipality of York: Award of Merit for addressing environmental issues raised by its constituents during its “Official Plan Report 
Card” process, through the creation of “A Natural Partnership” to protect what is natural and rehabilitate what has degraded in York Region.

Mr. Ernie Crossland: The George R. Richardson Conservation Award Of Honour  
for his 20 years of service as a Director of the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Foundation. As such Mr. Crossland has helped raise more than 
$160,000 for environmental education programs and conservation projects throughout the Lake Simcoe Watershed.
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Special thanks and best wishes go to our volunteers for contributing to the Conservation Authority success last year:

Newmarket Pathfinders: Special Event Team of the Year... for staging nine terrific Easter Egg Hunts at Maplefest’99.

Ellie Craig: Administrative Support Volunteer of the Year... for converting historical data into an electronic format to assist environmental planners 
processing flood/fill permit applications.

Samantha Lawrence: Student Intern of the Year... for assisting with tree planting projects, office administration, and Maplefest’99.

Todd Hunter: Seasonal Team Player of the Year... for helping maintain trails at Scanlon Creek Conservation Area.

1999 LSRCA Highlights
 

Shared watershed management strategies with Russian Scientists. During their one-week stay, the delegation from Irkutsk examined how 
watershed models incorporate an ecological approach to protecting land and water resources. 

Experienced an overall 12% increase in planning applications - which included Zoning Bylaw/ Official Plan Amendments, Concents/ Variances, 
Flood/Fill Permits, DFO applications, and site plans - without an increase to staffing levels.

Established a new collaborative partnership with the federal Department of Fisheries and Oceans to protect and enhance Lake Simcoe’s fish 
habitats. More than 120 permit applications were handled by the Conservation Authority relating to this agreement. 

Participated in the Yuqiao Reservoir (China) Pollution Control Project. With financial support from the Canadian International 
Development Agency, and the Canadian Federation of Municipalities, LSRCA consulted with the State Council of China and City of 
Tianjin to develop a watershed action plan for the Yuqiao Reservoir and its drainage basin. The Conservation Authority’s approach 
to environmental planning, ability to work with grassroots organizations and its history of delivering financially responsible services 
attracted this prestigious contract. 

Developed a Digital Elevation Model of the Lake Simcoe watershed to render three-dimensional maps, generate drainage 
patterns, and run an agricultural non-point source pollution model.

Increased Educational Program revenues by approximately 20% over 1998 figures.

Established a private sector partnership with ST Music of Toronto to present the first annual Kid’s School Picnic & Environmental Fun Day, which 
attracted more than 600 students and teachers!

Planted approximately 70,000 seedlings, 1,700 shrubs and 850 trees throughout the Lake Simcoe watershed for private landowners, 
and municipalities. Many thanks to the South Simcoe District Scouts for their assistance. For the fifth year in a row about 600 scouts/family 
members helped plant more than 10,000 seedlings in Aurora! 

1999 also saw employees from the Upper Canada Mall GAP clothing store store roll up their sleeves and plant 1,000 seedlings in the East 
Holland Subwatershed in Newmarket.

Upgraded the trail system at Scanlon Creek Conservation Area. 

Completed a Compensation Management Strategy, to ensure the Conservation Authority continues to develop and retain top people, our most 
important asset.

Maintained debt -free status again in 1999

Froze Municipal Levies - for the fourth year in a row!

Enjoyed a small year-end surplus, which will be reinvested in the Conservation Authority’s key business areas

Pooled expertise and resources with 5 other Conservation Authorities to streamline the flood warning process and further our ability 
to accurately predict flood events. Installed a roof top heated rain gauge in Newmarket to enhance the LSRCA’s flood monitoring/warning 
program. 
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Provided the Town of Bradford West Gwillimbury’s Recreation Department with the opportunity to expand their summer day 
camp program by using the facilities at Scanlon Creek Conservation Area.

Commenced implementation of Maskinonge River Remedial Strategy, in cooperation with the Town of Georgina. The Windover Stormwater 
Management Pond was retrofitted in November ’99, and was designed to reduce the amount of phosphorus entering Lake Simcoe, via the Maskinonge 
River,  
by approximately 29 kilograms per year.

Doubled attendance to “Carolling Around the Campfire” 

Attracted 43% more people to the Second Annual Family Fall Colour Hike Day, and partnered with the Town of Bradford West Gwillimbury and 
Simcoe County “Good for Life” to hold the event.

Offered “Close Encounters... of the Bird Kind” by Mountsberg Conservation Area staff, which was  
attended by more than 80 participants.

Hosted a Solar Astronomy Workshop, conducted by Astronomer John Hicks, as part of the “Explore Scanlon Nature Series”. 

Launched a new Summer Nature Programme at Sheppard’s Bush Conservation Area.

Enjoyed on-going support from many organizations including Canada Trust’s Friends of the Environment Foundation, North Newmarket 
Lions Club, Metrus Developments, Newmarket Pathfinders, GAP clothing store in Upper Canada Mall, South Simcoe District Scouts, Reagens 
Canada Limited, Aurora Lions Club, McAlpine Ford, Beaverton and District Conservation Club and Girl Guides. 

Many thanks to the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Foundation and its generous supporters for raising in excess of $30,000 which funded 
education, environmental projects, and conservation areas. 

Enhanced the Conservation Authority’s annual maple syrup festival by: renovating the Product Hut and expanding its spring-time maple syrup 
product line; adding a free wagon ride and rewriting the school tour content to meet the province’s new elementary school curriculum; and switching to a 
flat-rate weekend admission which included pancakes, a wagon ride, and a guided tour of the sugar bush. Many thanks to the Aurora Lions Club and 
McAlpine Ford for contributing to this event’s success. 

Formed “A Natural Partnership” with the Regional Municipality of York. The Region invested 120,000 in the LSRCA’s 
Environmental Services programs which was matched by local municipalities to fund the development of the East Holland River 
subwatershed plan, provide landowners with technical/ financial support for conservation projects, and spark reforestation efforts on 
priority lands in York Region. 

Launched the East Holland River Subwatershed Study in partnership with Regional Municipality of York and the Towns of 
Whitchurch-Stouffville, Aurora, Newmarket, and East Gwillimbury. It will be used to develop a comprehensive management 
strategy to protect natural areas and restore degraded sites in the subwatershed. 

Furnished close to $85,000 in technical and financial support to complete 10 projects as part of the Landowner Environmental Assistance 
Program (LEAP).

Conducted an inventory of streambank erosion along the Holland River, with the support of the Wilderness Preservation 
Foundation.

Entered into an agreement and partnership with the York Region Board of Education, to hold its “Summer Institute” educational 
program at Scanlon Creek Conservation Area.

Celebrated a decade of success implementing the Lake Simcoe Environmental Management Strategy, which includes the Ministries of 
Natural Resources, Environment, and Agriculture, Food, and Rural Affairs as well as Simcoe County and the Regional Municipalities of York 
and Durham as partners. 

Participated in “Conservation Journeys,” a joint marketing and membership program which involves four other Conservation Authorities. The 
program’s Nature Experience Passport provides participants year-round access to more than 56,000 acres (22,600 hectares) of conservation lands in 
South Central Ontario. 

Hosted the Oak Ridges Moraine Bus Tour in conjunction with the Clean Water Summit, which included visits to environmental stewardship 
projects, historical sites, conservation areas, forest management sites and areas of local interest. 

Outfitted 350 youth throughout the watershed with “Yellow Fish Road” kits, so that they could promote the responsible disposal of 
household hazardous waste to more than 2,600 friends and neighbours.
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Worked with the Town of Newmarket to upgrade the London Road Stormwater Management Pond, which was designed to reduce 
the amount of phosphorus entering Lake Simcoe, via the East Holland River, by about 123 kilograms per year.

Completed the Fairy Lake Erosion Control Project, with financial support from the Town of Newmarket.

Undertook and completed a long-term stormwater management strategy, in partnership with the Town of Newmarket, to improve water quality 
in the East Holland River.

Provided ongoing forestry management services for Durham Regional Forests, in partnership with  
the Durham Land Stewardship Council and the Regional Municipality of Durham.

Stabilized streambanks and improved wildlife and fish habitats along the East Holland River  
by completing the St. Andrew’s Golf Club’s Stream Rehabilitation Project in Aurora. 

Supported the Township of Brock, Beaverton Conservation Club, and Ministry of Natural Resources in the stabilization and revegetation of 
parts of the Beaver River. This will eventually provide overhanging vegetation to shade and enhance the fish passage constructed in 1998.

Continued to implement recommendations made in the Uxbridge Brook Subwatershed Plan.

Secured support of Durham Region Council for future expansion of the LSRCA’s jurisdiction to include the remaining portion of the 
Township of Brock in the Lake Simcoe watershed. 

Established a new water monitoring station on the Uxbridge Brook, in cooperation with the Township of Uxbridge.

Assisted municipalities and residents in addressing flood/fill infractions and participated in legal actions to enforce provincial regulations.

Distributed more than 7,500 summer guides, as well as special events brochures and other promotional materials to watershed 
residents, special interest groups, and municipalities.

Produced more than 30 news releases, media advisories, and public service announcements to keep watershed residents up to date on 
LSRCA programs, services and special events.

Launched, expanded and maintained the corporate website, located at www.lsrca.on.ca

Received favourable media coverage of LSRCA projects, services, and programs.

Increased Willow Beach Conservation Area revenues by 25% over 1998 figures.

Installed a computerized weather station at Scanlon Creek Conservation Area, thanks to the Friends  
of Scanlon Creek.

Hosted a Stormwater Management Conference in partnership with Environment Canada, the Ontario Ministry of Environment (MOE), and City of 
London, as well as a stormwater management course with Ryerson Polytechnical Institute, MOE and the Municipal Engineering Assoc.

Combined efforts with Greenland Engineering to examine the impacts of urban stormwater run-off on the natural benthic (aquatic bottom dwelling) 
community. 

Acquired an emergency generator as part of our continuing effort to upgrade our flood warning system. This will allow the system to function during 
emergency situations. 

Continued work on the Lake Simcoe Watershed Analysis (Total Phosphorus Management Study) and explored the possibilities of 
using it as a source of funding to reduce costs for remedial projects. The final report is anticipated to be released in the year 2000. 
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