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ONTARIO SECONDARY SCHOOL
LiTERACY TEST, 2004-2005

THE OSSLT SuPPORTS QUALITY ASSURANCE

AND ACCOUNTABILITY

+ The Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) is
a quality assurance measure that shows the extent to

which Ontario students are meeting the minimum
literacy standard expected by the end of Grade 9.

+ The test assesses the reading and writing skills students
are expected to have learned across all subjects as
outlined in The Ontario Curriculum.

+  Successful completion of the OSSLT is one of the 32
requirements for an Ontario Secondary School Diploma.

STANDARDS FOR STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AND
SUCCESS

+ The 2004 OSSLT results are reported as a single literacy
outcome.The reading and writing standards required as
part of that single outcome have remained consistent
since the OSSLT began, in February 2002. The concerted
effort of Ontario educators has lead to continued improve-
ment over the years, as demonstrated by the results.

+ Meeting the standard in writing means that the student’s
work shows that he or she can communicate ideas and
information in writing clearly and without distracting
errors in punctuation, spelling, grammar or organization
most of the time.

* Meeting the standard in reading means that the student’s
work shows that he or she can read and understand infor-
mation and ideas in a variety of written texts most of the
time.

OSSLT FAcTs

+  Students across Ontario wrote the test on October 27
and 28, 2004.

» Of the 147 781 students who wrote the test for the
first time, 82% were successful.

+ 92% of this year’s first-time eligible students wrote
the test.

+ Of the 38 628 students retaking the test, 62% were
successful.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF ACHIEVEMENT RESULTS

(FIRST-TIME ELIGIBLE ENGLISH-LANGUAGE STUDENTS)

FuLLY PARTICIPATING STUDENTS

v¢ There has been a steady improvement in the percentage
of students succeeding on the OSSLT since its inception,
with a success rate of 82% for English-language students
on the October 2004 OSSLT.

2¢ The success rates for both males and females have
increased by 6%. There has been a sustained gender gap
of 7% in favour of females, which reflects national and
international results.

¢ This year, 50% of English as a second language and
English literacy development learners passed the literacy
test, up from 42% last year.

v¢ Students with special needs are improving on the literacy
test. Overall, the success rate of students with special
needs (excluding gifted) rose 11%, from 46% in October
2003 to 57% in October 2004.

v¢ Students in academic English courses continued to show
high success rates, with an increase from 90% in 2003 to
94% in 2004.

V€ 62% of students in applied English courses passed the
literacy test, up from 49% in 2003.
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THE OSSLT HELPS STUDENTS IMPROVE

Test results can inform school and board planning efforts to
improve literacy.

Schools can use the results of this test and other information,
such as report card marks, to develop strategies to strengthen
student achievement.

Schools and boards use EQAO data to focus their work with
students to help them find success in acquiring the reading
and writing skills set out in the curriculum.

UsING THE RESuULTS

It is important to emphasize that the OSSLT results are meant
to be used to improve student achievement and learning,

not to rank schools. We encourage the use of data to identify
successful schools and gain an understanding of how these
schools’ approaches are working. Their successful strategies
can then be transferred to other schools to improve student
learning. For these reasons, EQAO encourages the use of data
to support dialogue at the school-community level about what
and how improvements can be made.






