
 

ISSUE # 108 – March 2015         
This update is designed to provide you with concise, up to date agricultural business information with links to where 

you can find the details.   

This Issue:  

        Business Strategy/Business Planning  

        Financial Management  

        Human Resources 

       Production Management  

        Risk Management  

        Conferences, Workshops and Seminars 

 

Business Strategy/Business Planning 
Institute for the Advanced Study of Food and Agricultural Policy  

 
Institute for the Advanced Study of Food and Agricultural Policy is housed within the Department of Food, Agricultural, 

and Resource Economics, OAC, University of Guelph. The Institute is also part of the larger Food Institute at the 

University of Guelph. 

The mission of the institute is to provide independent, credible, and timely policy analysis with respect to socially 

significant food and agricultural issues. 

 

More>> 

Business management resource sheets 

 
New business management resource sheets are available for farmers and food and beverage processors. Topics 

include human resources, succession planning, education, and collaboration. These resources are available for 

download at TakeANewApproach.ca/Management-Sheets. To request high-quality print copies, contact the AMI office 

by calling 519-822-6618.  

 

Growing Forward 2 - Application deadlines 

 
 Capacity Building Funding Assistance for Processors and Producers closes March 31, 2015. 

 Capacity Building applications (requests under $20,000) for Organizations and Collaborations will be accepted 

by the Agricultural Adaption Council until March 31, 2015.  

 The 2014 application period for GF2 Implementation Funding Assistance for Producers and Processors is now 

closed.  

 The Implementation and Capacity Building (requests $20,000 and over) application intake for Organizations and 

Collaborations closes April 23, 2015. 

 

More>> 

http://www.uoguelph.ca/fare/institute/advanced-study.html
http://www.takeanewapproach.ca/management-sheets
http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/about/growingforward/gf2-index.htm


Great Business Resources on our Website 

 
Lots of great resources available including these updated business publications.  

To get a copy go to ontario.ca/bzt1 or visit the OMAFRA Resource Centre near you. 

 Programs and Services for Ontario Farmers 

 Ontario Farm Record Book (cost $20) 

 Lease Agreements: 

Flexible Cash Leases 

Crop Share Leases 

Pasture Leases 

Farm Equipment 

Leasing Farm Buildings 

Land Leases 

 

Ontario Seeks Public Input for Future of Southern Ontario Communities and Green Spaces  

 
Celebrates 10th Anniversary of World-leading Greenbelt 

Ontario is celebrating the 10th anniversary of the largest permanently protected greenbelt in the world and looking to 

the future by reviewing the land use plans of southern Ontario. The Greenbelt protects farmland, green space and 

clean water.  

The Province will hold public consultations, across the Greater Golden Horseshoe and Greenbelt area, on the review 

of four provincial land use plans to grow the Greenbelt, protect prime agricultural land, build transit friendly 

communities and support economic development. The province will undertake a co-ordinated review of: 

 The Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe 

 The Greenbelt Plan 

 The Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan 

 The Niagara Escarpment Plan 

 

More>> 

Strategic Planning 

 

Strategic planning is a process that helps groups work towards a desired future by focusing energy and resources on 

shared goals. It helps groups to assess and adjust strategic direction in response to changing environments. 

The Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs has just posted a new Strategic Planning Resource Manual 

that is designed to support groups that have identified strategic planning as a priority.  

The manual has been written for the group and facilitator who are responsible for leading a group through the 

strategic planning process, and provides a step-by-step process as well as resources and tools to assist with each 

stage of the process.   Check out the link to download the 

resource:   http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/rural/edr/sp/index.html 

 

If you would like to receive a free copy of the Strategic Planning Resource Manual, complete a Request Form 

. 

Financial Management 
Canada Revenue Agency - Recently added forms and publications: 

 

 RC322 AgriInvest Adjustment Request 

 RC4018 Electronic Filers Manual 2014 Tax Year 

 RC4060 Farming Income and the AgriStability and AgriInvest Programs Guide - Joint Forms and Guide 2014 

 RC4408 Farming Income and the AgriStability and AgriInvest Programs Harmonized Guide 

https://onagbusiness.wordpress.com/2015/02/20/great-business-resources-on-our-website/
http://www.ontario.ca/bzt1
http://news.ontario.ca/mah/en/2015/02/ontario-seeks-public-input-for-future-of-southern-ontario-communities-and-green-spaces.html
http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/rural/edr/sp/index.html
http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/rural/edr/sp/reg-form.htm
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/E/pbg/tf/rc322?rss
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/E/pub/tg/rc4018?rss
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/E/pub/tg/rc4060?rss
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/E/pub/tg/rc4408?rss


 T1163 STATEMENT A - AgriStability and AgriInvest Programs Information and Statement of Farming Activities 

for Individuals 

 T1164 STATEMENT B - AgriStability and AgriInvest Programs Information and Statement of Farming Activities 

for Additional Farming Operations 

 T1175 FARMING - Calculation of Capital Cost Allowance (CCA) and Business-use-of-home Expenses 

 T1273 Statement A - Harmonized AgriStability and AgriInvest Programs Information and Statement of 

Farming Activities for Individuals 

 T1274 Statement B - Harmonized AgriStability and AgriInvest Programs Information and Statement of 

Farming Activities for Additional Farming Operations 

 T1275 AgriStability and AgriInvest Programs Additional Information and Adjustment Request 

 RC4004 Seasonal Agricultural Workers Program 
 

Debt to Equity Ratio 

 
Learn how to calculate your debt-to-equity ratio with the newest addition to AMI’s video series. View the video here: 

TakeANewApproach.ca/Debt-To-Equity, and watch other business management videos on succession planning, 

marketing and human resources at www.youtube.com/AMIONTARIO.  

 

Human Resources 
2015 Premier’s Award for Agri-Food Innovation Excellence 

 
Premier’s Award for Agri-Food Innovation Excellence program encourages the development of our rural communities, 

farms, agri-food processors and agri-food organizations by adding value to existing products, creating jobs and 

driving economic growth.  

 

Applications for the 2015 Premier’s Award for Agri-Food Innovation Excellence are now being accepted until 5:00 PM 

on Friday, April 10, 2015.   The application and program guidelines are available on the Premier’s Award for Agri-

Food Innovation Excellence website. 

 

Canada-Ontario Job Grant Program: Helping Employers Invest in Their Workforce 
 

The Canada-Ontario Job Grant program provides an opportunity for employers to invest in their workforce.  

The Job Grant will provide direct financial support to individual employers who wish to purchase training for their 

employees. It will be available to small, medium and large businesses with a plan to deliver short-term training to 

existing and new employees. 

If you're an employer with a particular skills demand, the Canada-Ontario Job Grant might be right for you. 

Applications will be accepted on an ongoing basis. 

Questions and Answers for Employers 

For further information, please contact the Employment Ontario Contact Centre. Call 1-800-387-5656 or through the 

TTY number 1-866-533-6339 or email at EmploymentHotlineInquiries@ontario.ca. 

Ontario's Rural Summer Jobs Program 
 

The goal of Rural Summer Jobs Service program (RSJS) is to help rural employers create summer jobs that enhance 

the skills and work experience of students in Ontario. The Government of Ontario provides a $2/hour hiring incentive 

to eligible rural employers who can create summer jobs for students between the ages of 15 and 30. Since 2003, 

the Rural Summer Jobs Service program has helped rural employers create more than 46,000 summer jobs. This 

program is part of the Ontario government's Ontario Summer Jobs Strategy to assist students across Ontario.  

Details of the 2015 RSJS are posted at OMAFRA's website 

Production Management 
Publication 60 – 2015 Field Crop Budgets now available online 
 

http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/E/pbg/tf/t1163?rss
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/E/pbg/tf/t1163?rss
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/E/pbg/tf/t1164?rss
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/E/pbg/tf/t1164?rss
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/E/pbg/tf/t1175?rss
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/E/pbg/tf/t1273?rss
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/E/pbg/tf/t1273?rss
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/E/pbg/tf/t1274?rss
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/E/pbg/tf/t1274?rss
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/E/pbg/tf/t1275?rss
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/E/pub/tg/rc4004?rss
http://www.takeanewapproach.ca/debt-to-equity
http://www.youtube.com/AMIONTARIO
http://www.ontario.ca/agrifoodinnovation
http://www.tcu.gov.on.ca/eng/eopg/cojg/cojg_faq.html
mailto:EmploymentHotlineInquiries@ontario.ca
http://www.ontario.ca/jobs-and-employment/summer-jobs-students
http://omafra.gov.on.ca/english/rural/rsj/index.htm
http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/busdev/facts/pub60.pdf


Changes for the 2015 Field Crop Budgets 

 Insecticide seed treatment for corn and soybeans has been separated from the seed costs. 

 Fertilizer rates for P2O5 and K2O were determined by average nutrient removal by crop based on projected yield. 

 Grain Financial Protection fees have been added to the Marketing board fees line for crops covered. 

 

More>> 

New "Cashcropper" App for Crop Rotations  
 

Crop prices are certainly more sluggish now than they have been over the past two seasons. Some farmers question 

whether they should tweak their cropping rotation in the short term or stay the course. Now there is a smartphone 

app, called "cashcropper" that will help you to evaluate:  

1. The monetary value that different crop rotations bring to your operation.  

2. How much phosphorus and potassium is being removed from the soil by each crop in a rotation  

3. How much nitrogen is required to reach anticipated grain yield in each crop.  

 

The Cashcropper app allows Ontario grain growers to compare the net profitability and fertility requirements for 

different crop rotations within a given field. This app is powered by over 30 years of rotational yield response data 

from the University of Guelph. It takes into account the user's location, soil type and tillage practices for corn, 

soybeans and wheat. The real costs of "yield driven" nutrient removal for each crop is included in the calculation. The 

app is pre-loaded with default OMAFRA yield values by county and township as well as input costs. Users can input 

their own data to assess real and hypothetical rotation decisions. Download the app at: www.cashcropper.ca 

 

Great Lakes Agricultural Stewardship 

 
Helping Ontario Farmers Keep the Great Lakes Healthy 

 

The governments of Canada and Ontario are investing $4 million annually over the next four years to help farmers 

improve soil health and promote environmental stewardship. 

The Great Lakes Agricultural Stewardship Initiative, targeted to the Lake Erie basin and the southeast shores of Lake 

Huron. 

 

More>> 

New Greenhouse Nutrient Feedwater Regulation 
 

On January 1, 2015, the Greenhouse Nutrient Feedwater (GNF) Regulation (Ontario Regulation 300/14), part of the 

Nutrient Management Act, 2002 (NMA), administered by the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs 

(OMAFRA), came into effect. The regulation provides greenhouse operators with another option to effectively deal 

with GNF, and allows farmers to apply GNF to agricultural land as a source of nutrients for crops. Greenhouse 

operations can choose to register their operation under the regulation if they want to generate GNF for land 

application. 

 

More>> 

Risk Management 
Direct deposit coming in March 

 
Starting in March, customers can "make the switch" to direct deposit for their program payments. This new service 

provides Agricorp customers with the flexibility and convenience to access program payments directly from their bank 

accounts. 

 

More>> 

It's application and renewal time 

 
Over the next month, Agricorp will be mailing renewals to existing customers in AgriStability, Production Insurance 

http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/busdev/production.html
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001T06dzO17ZsV5BTMMh_IQpKRpJto8ssyiYyJD2V1xQpnT3iX_rlWi-DrhuuHVHjAqy4Sm7eH5G1h_XVh5TvJWCJR2C3W7AD1dZfxGXggdr62IyAXGus11pzM13lhDp5M_3LoiPPKmcJk3D9Mc7Ss7qxWLoAnWTff81gpJoTxRyRT3CZTQjsv1sLyLlRJTXhml9L03PTeM05xPR725f5T8UFUa9CragVSINmkHwaDvxQcenOuryI4jelyFY9GfTEuZFbImSMR7YFjThwWF2RT-FOPCPpWGxVZNkelUj4MN4RsLOr0uAgiQxWGn2LAVojfB&c=I3vFku0wm-tajS1yJGXZ8bB_ADfM3hwLja5ktWn6oL97L8CEViA3fQ==&ch=51qEYZGX9bRAGwPX8LxvH83RlxHGg4kkFUtxFv-WsEiys6W_nmjzaA==
http://news.ontario.ca/omafra/en/2015/02/great-lakes-agricultural-stewardship.html
https://onagbusiness.wordpress.com/2015/02/10/new-greenhouse-nutrient-feedwater-regulation/
http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/html/regs/english/elaws_regs_140300_e.htm
http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/html/statutes/english/elaws_statutes_02n04_e.htm
https://onagbusiness.wordpress.com/2015/02/10/new-greenhouse-nutrient-feedwater-regulation/
http://www.agricorp.com/en-ca/News/Pages/Agricorp-DirectDepositComingInMarch.aspx


and the Risk Management Program. New customers can visit agricorp.com for more information or call to speak with 

a customer care representative who can help them get started. 

 

More>> 

Conferences, Workshops and Seminars 
OMAFRA Dateline: 
 
OMAFRA Dateline is an online resource for use by interested individuals and organizations across Ontario. Events 

may be hosted by OMAFRA or other groups. The events posted on this site are aimed at sharing information of 

interest to agriculture and regional economic development clients. Please check the calendar regularly for upcoming 

events, workshops, conferences and meetings.  

 

Growing Forward 2 Educational Workshops 

 

Register on-line for Environmental Farm Plan (EFP) and Growing Your Farm Profits (GYFP) workshops by clicking on 

the link below to find dates and locations that suit you. 

More>> 

Food Safety Webinars 
 

Looking to keep up to date on the latest food safety practices and help strengthen your Growing Forward 2 

application? OSCIA is once again offering food safety webinars covering 6 different topics, taken from the comfort of 

your home or business - all you need is an Internet and phone connection. The workshops are open to all farmers, 

but have a primary focus on the horticulture industry. Contact foodsafety@ontariosoilcrop.org for details. 

Register at: http://registration.wildapricot.org/food_safety 

 

Traceability Workshops 
 

This free one-day workshop focuses on how you can gain a competitive advantage and improve your bottom line with 

your traceability system. Real life examples and business profiles focused on traceability best practices will be 

examined throughout the workshop. 

 

At the end of the Maximizing your Traceability Investment Workshop you will be able to: 

• Discover how to make your traceability investment work to your advantage 

• Evaluate how you currently collect and manage Traceability information in your business 

• Identify methods for improving your traceability system to gain added value through reduced costs, improved profit 

margins and increased market potential 

Register for these workshops at http://registration.wildapricot.org/ 

Biosecurity Workshops Announced for 2015 

In this free, one-day commodity-specific workshop, an experienced veterinarian or crop specialist will show you the 

benefits of having an on-farm biosecurity program, and identify key practices, which will help you in increasing the 

biosecurity on your farm. Having a biosecurity program in place helps to protect the investment of your farm 

business. 

 

The workshop is open to new and established producers. Farm families and management teams are encouraged to 

attend the workshop together. You will not be asked to share personal or financial details of your operation and there 

is no charge to attend. 

 

Register for these workshops at http://registration.wildapricot.org/ 

2014-2015 Agriwebinar® Series – Farm Management Canada 

 

http://www.agricorp.com/
http://www.agricorp.com/en-ca/News/Pages/Agricorp-Renewals-2015.aspx
http://www.omaf.gov.on.ca/english/rural/edr/events-training.htm
http://registration.wildapricot.org/Workshops
mailto:foodsafety@ontariosoilcrop.org
http://oscia.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=rKiw6CGEdbHbIb2HKa3BZx7LD8zVpZek8UBGVZb0t5UyqmwOQmWRFZClJ7GTI7rplWT7IN3O%2fUsq%2fDf1n4ttHv4VRTB%2bjBJTjj6Il2USSlQ%3d
http://oscia.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=CmbjV5CyS7AqqdhbFOO9Ka27K8oL%2fvL1xhmhSvjg7eyoN7wfaB30Oht0AZRQ%2bfY2yXL2q7cY3JHuFTxnt9lx%2bRtaZegKr76OFDpGKkFb0Ns%3d
http://oscia.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=p19onLqkLaCwQQ9SXU1gD%2bW9iI1TleFhJ8%2fYfgBgdqBapNa50yziOA%2bhcMnAkvI%2fuCRgdNcGO%2b2IzVAOaQgzKvJDqE8nQVn2eXPtumBgqVc%3d


Farm Management Canada has changed its webinar platform.  Their new platform will allow users to access the 

webinar from any mobile device and to view the archive shortly after the live webinar. 

 

Upcoming Webinars 

 

Add Agriwebinar® to your Outlook or Google calendar by signing up for FMC’s Event Calendar. All Agriwebinar® 

events are added to the calendar, which is automatically updated once you first sign up and set your preferences. 

Click here to learn more about FMC’s event calendar. 

 

New Vision Forum – A John Stanley Workshop (co-hosted with Canadian Nursery & Landscape 

Association) 

 
The New Vision Forum is a two-day event for developing opportunities and ideas into strategies, objectives, and 

plans.  This format ensures that participants are moving in the right direction to protect the future and define the 

direction to grow their business in 2015 and beyond.  Registration is limited to 15 businesses.   

 Share trends, ideas and practical solutions from one of the world’s leading retail consultants. 

 Uncover hidden opportunities and discover new ones 

 Be shown how to introduce practical, proven ideas that will make an immediate, positive difference to your 

business. 

 

March 23 & 24, 2015 

Milton, ON 

OFFMA& CNLA Members: $550 + HST per person 

Non-members: $650 + HST per person 

For more information, contact Cathy Bartolic at info@farmfresh.com or 905-841-9278. 

 

International Farm Management Association and Congress  

 
The International Farm Management Congress takes place every two years in host countries around the world.  

A wealth of information from the world’s leading experts in farm business  

July 12-17, 2015 

Quebec City, Quebec 

 

Healthy Agriculture for a Healthy World 

 

For this edition of the International Farm Management Congress, we have chosen a theme that is fundamentally 

important to the entire world: Healthy Agriculture for a Healthy World. With an increasing world population, an 

agricultural sector that is in good financial health, economically viable, environmentally sustainable and capable of 

supplying the necessary components for a healthy diet, will be crucial for our future. 

The 20th International Farm Management Congress will offer a unique opportunity for participants to discuss the 

challenges and opportunities presented to the agricultural sector and its stakeholders. 

 

We are now online! Visit www.ifma20.org   
 

Thanks for reading the Ag Business Update.   

Questions or Comments: contact the editor, John Molenhuis at john.molenhuis@ontario.ca.   

Subscribe to the Ag Business Update: send an email to AgBusinessUpdate@ontario.ca  or go to our webpage 

and click on subscribe.  This will send an email to us and we will add your name to the list. 

Unsubscribe to the Ag Business Update: send an email to AgBusinessUpdate@ontario.ca or go to our webpage 

and change subscribe in the subject line to unsubscribe or indicate in the body of the email that you would like 

to be removed from the list. 

Changed Your Email?  Please let us know by sending us an email at AgBusinessUpdate@ontario.ca.    

http://agriwebinar.com/Upcoming.aspx
http://www.fmc-gac.com/fullcalendar
mailto:info@farmfresh.com
http://www.ifma20.org/
mailto:john.molenhuis@ontario.ca
http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/subscribe/index.html
mailto:AgBusinessUpdate@ontario.ca
http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/subscribe/index.html
http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/subscribe/index.html
mailto:AgBusinessUpdate@ontario.ca
http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/subscribe/index.html
mailto:AgBusinessUpdate@ontario.ca


OMAFRA website    

Business Management website  

 

Other E-mail Notifications and Newsletters We Offer:  

 Livestock  

 Pork News & Views  

 OMAFRA Virtual Beef  

 ON Organics Newsletter  

 Business  

 Weekly Hog Market Facts 

 MarketView 

 Ontario Hog Price Trend 

 OMAFRA Agricultural Business Update  

 

 Crops  

 Crop-Pest Ontario  

 Crop Talk  

 Field Crops  

 Fruit and Vegetable Crops  

 Hort Matters  

 OMAFRA Radio Reports  

 ON Organics Newsletter  

 ON Vegetables 

 Ontario Berry Grower  

 Ontario Greenhouse Vegetable Newsletter  

 Orchard Network  

 Specialty Crops  

 Subscribe to Agriphone Messages   - includes Maple Production, Cropline (Field Crops), Potato, Tender 

Fruit, Vegetable, Berry Bulletin, Tender Fruit and Grape  

 The Tender Fruit Grape Vine  
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