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Greetings!

| am pleased o present for your information the first newsletier of the newly formed
Kawartha Highlands Signature Site Park Management Advisory Board! We want to
ansure that infarmation is exchanged between the Park Management Advisory Board
and those who have expressed an interest and commitment to advancing this significant
initiative. This newsletter will provide information concerning the status of the site,
advancaments in fulfilling
the Charter and opportuni-
ties for public inpul.

| would also like 1o recog-
nize the signatories of the
Charter and express the
Advisory Board's commil-
ment to meeting the
objectives of the Charler.
The signatories o the
Charter of the Kawartha
Highlands Signature Site
include the Kawartha
Highlands Local
Stakehoider Commitiee,
the Ontario Federation of
Anglers and Hunters, the
Parinership for Public
Lands and the Stakehoider
Groups of the Kawartha Highlands.

Foresis of hemlock, auga.rma,nfa rid ok, wihite
pira and red mapie growing on ihin-sofed, bedrock
hifts and resggend growind moraine.

It is the intention of the Ontario Government that the Kawartha Highlands area will be
established by regulation under the Provincial Parks Act and will become an operating
nalural environment class provincial park. The park designation does not apply o any
privately cwned lands in the area.

While we await proclamation of the Kawartha Highlands Signature Sile Park Act, the
Advisory Board and Project Staff have been

focussed on a number of immediate priorities
that will provide the framework for the tasks Keeping You Informed
assigned through legislation. | encourage you
to read the newsletter, and should you have The KHSS Charter 2
comments to pass on to the Board, pleasa Board Mandate 2
direct them to myseilf through the Project Interim Acitivities s
Office. Your Input Welcome -
Contaci Us e 3
Thank you.
www onlaroslivinglegacy.com
and seleci "signature sites” for
mare informalion
Kim Dunford, Chair




The KHSS Charter

Tha Kawartha Highlands Signature Sife Charterwas devel-
oped as a result of focussed consultation earlier this year,
invotving groups representing a broad range of parspectives.
The groups included the Kawartha Highlands Signature Site
Local Stakeholder Commities, the Ontario Federation of
Anglers and Hunters, the Parinership for Public Lands and
thi Stakeholder Groups of the Kawartha Highlands. The
results of the discussions and agreement have bean docu-
mented in a Charler that outlines a broad framework for the
managament of tha area. Elemanis of tha Charter ara
reflected in the Kawartha Highlands Signature Site Park
Act, 2003 (KHSS5PA or “the Act”), which was passed with all
party support and received Royal Assent {June 2003). The
Charter confirms that the Kawartha Highlands Signalure Sile
will bascome an “operating” natural emvironment class provin-
cial park.

Purposa of the CHARTER is to ensure that:

* the profection of the ecological integrity of the Kawartha
Highlands Signature Site Park |5 recognized as the overrid-
ing priosity in the management and administration of the
park that:

* thie policies governing the park will prodect the park’s
natural and cullural values, mainiain its traditional uses and
provide the opportunity for recreational activities thal are
compatible with the natural heritage values and semi-
wilderness characier of the park;

® the park will permit continued access to private property
and Crown land tenure holders; and,

* decisions with respect o the development of the manage-
rment plan and major revisions are underiaken with public
consultation

Most of the sections of the KHS5PA come into force on the
day the legislation iz proclaimed by the Lisutenant Governor.
Az the KHSS5PA reguires a "legal” attachment to a land
base, proclamation is scheduled to occur at the same time
the Kawartha Highlands receives prolection througi regula-
tion under the Provincial Parks Act (anticipated spring/
summer 2004},

Section 5 of the KHS5PA is now in effect — that being the
installation of the Park Management Advisory Board. Board
members werna appointed inAugust 2003, Since that time,
ihe meambers have had prefiminary meestngs 1 fully under-
stand the mandate and to determine how the Board will
function to fulfill the tasks assigned through legislation.

Board Mandate:

Tha Park Management Advisory Board has been assigned
the task of providing advice to the Minister of Natural Re-
sources on the planning and management of the Kawartha
Highlands Signature Site Park, including:

« The identification of roads and trails that are to
be approved as pre-existing roads and trails for
the purposes of park management and author-

ized accaess

# The preparation of the management plan for the
KHSS

«  Advertising and markating with respeact to the
KHSS

# Parkfeas

Capital Expenditures
» Matters relating to the long-term sustainability
of the KHSS

Initially, the Board has been focusing on administrative
ibems Such S
# Finalizing Terms of Reference for the Advisory
Baard
¢ Solidifying how the Board membaers will partici-
pate (Code of Conduct)
« Developing a communications plan io ensune
the public is kept informed
Linderstanding the mandate assigned
Developing consultation plans for public partici-
pation throughoul various stages of the Advisory
Board's mandate

Kawartha Highlands Signature Site Park Management
Advizory Board: (from left to right) Lorne Sallick,
Murray Kidd, Wally Hobbs (Vice-Chair), Wendy Sue
Lyttie, John Marzsh, Janice Griffith, Kathy Reid,
Dana Dvorak, Don LaCombe, Tom Flynn,
and Kim Dunford (Chair)




Interim Protection and
Management:

Lintil the site is regulated under the Provincial Parks Act
and the new Kawartha Highlands Signature Site Park Acl is
proclaimed, the area remains under interirn protection and
the Public Lands Act s the governing legisiation. Generally,
interim management is aimed at preventing further develop-
ment, resource extraction or disposition of public land in the
Kawartha Highlands, but allows the activities which have
gone on in the past to continue, unless there is a significant
impact of those activities on the environment. in those
specific instances, interim solutions are sought to counter-
act those impacts. These interim solutions are temporary
to address very specific problems, and long-term direction
will be sought through management planning or will be
availlable In legiskation when that is in force. Unique to this
protected area, the Charler provides some interim manage-
ment direction above the normal government interim man-
agement guidelines.

The following are highlights of the activities that have been
underway in the Kawartha Highlands since the development
of the Charter and passage of new legistation:
+ Maintenance of all canoe routes by several different
ranger crews,
+  [ncreased enforcement presence by existing
Conservation Officers;
+  Management actions o address environmental
degradation of specific areas;
+ 3Signage and galing on the Rathburn tradl, a trall
degraded from heavy off-road vehicle use;
+»  Galing at the Military Bridge to prevent unauthorized
vehicle acoess outside of the snowmobdle season;
= Vacan! iraplines (2) were adveriised and filled so as
to be actively rapped this season;
+ Recreational user surveys are being undertaken
through a mail in guestionnaire; and,
=  Explaining the development and intent of the new
Charler and Act to stakeholder groups requesting
such for their membership.

Significant wallands along the shoralines
corlaining uncommon eashermn and
southern plant spacies

Your Input is Welcome

As the Kawartha Highlands Signature Site Park Manage-
ment Advisory Board advances the priorities of the Charter in
2004, your inpul will be welcome. There are a number of
areas and ways in which you can contribute. The following
summary outlines the next steps and opporiunities for input.
Should you have any questions, please contact Nancy
Wilson, Project Manager, at the Bancroft office of the
Minisiry of Natural Resources.

+ Identification of roads or trails that are to be
approved as pre-existing roads and trails for the
purposes of park management planning

There are legislated timeframes associated with the road

and trall inventory task. The legislation states in the defini-

tion section, that all trails and roads will be identified within
one vear of the date of proclamation (whan Section 1 comes
into force). The Board's role will be o provide advice on
ways (o ensure that the invenlory is complete and then will
be tasked with making a recommendation to the Minister on
which of these fralls and roads should be approved for
continued use.

LURRENT STATUS:

Froject siaff have begun the process of locating and digitally
mapping the trails and roads with the assistance of a
number of recreation camp members and others in the area
who have shared their knowledge of existing trails. This is
the first step in documenting what currently exists so that
the Board may consider the extent of the network.

OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE:

It is expected that the current information gathered will
require months (o digitally map; however, if you know of a
trail and would like to ensure it is identified for this process,
please contact the Project Office in Bancroft.

* Regulation of the KHSSP under the Provincial Parks
Act

For the KHSS to be protecied as a park under legisiation,
the site boundaries must be regulated under the
Provincial Parks Act. This involves having detailed regula-
tion maps prepared by the Surveyor General's

Office so that the areas boundaries can be specifically
identified in regulation. Par of this process involves a
public revienw and comment of the boundaries, Once the
consultation has been completed, regulation packages are
prepared and reviewed by Ministry staff and the Minister
prior to finally reaching the Statutory Business Commitiee
and Cabinet for final approvals. At this point, it is antici-
pated that the area will be regulated by the spring or
surnmer of 2004,

CURRENT STATUS;
Now Baginning the regulation process.

OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE:

The details of public review of the boundaries for tha
Kawartha Highlands Signature Site ara included in this
madling. Comments from the public should ba received by
February 25, 2004,



Your Input is Welcome
(continued):

# Proclamation of the Kawartha Highlands Signature
Site Park Act, 2003
The Lieutenant Governor's signature will ulimately deter-
mire when the Act will be proclaimed thereby aclivating all
of the Sections (other than Section 5). Section 3 (1) of the
KHS5PA indicates that this Act applies to the Kawartha
Highlands Signature Site Park as established under the
Provincial Parks Acl. The KHSSP will be "established”
once the area is regulated. Legisiation requires a legally
defined lard base to apply to, thus the Lisutenant Governor
will be requested to proclaim this Act al the same time the
area is formally regulated. Timeframe is dependant on the
progress of the regulation package through government
approvals.

» Proparation of the Management Plan for the Park
Section T (1) of the KHSSPA indicates that management
planning will begin within one year of the date of proclama-
tiorn. It is anticipated that this will begin after the site is
regulated, although no details of the process have baen
finalizad. The Charter states that the objective is to have an
approvied management plan within two years of commencing
this planning.

CURRENT STATUS:

Management planning will begin sometime after the sila is
regulated = date (o be determined.
OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE:

Thera will ba many oppaortunities for the public to participate
i thviz dvelopment of a management plan for the Kawartha
Highltands Signature Site. These future opportunities will be
shared with the public when the details have bean finalized
and will ba posted on the websile,

« Adwvertising and marketing with respect to the Park
As advertising and marketing will happen after the manage-
ment planning process is complete (process could take 2 or
mone years 1o complete once staried) and the area is
operational, the bulk of this task is several years away.

New Protected Area
over 37000 haclares

Existing
¢ Kawartha Highlands
Provincial Park

= Establishment of Advisory Committees to assist

the Board
The Charter identifies that the Board, may appoint advisory
committess where necessary 1o assisl in undertaking the
mandate. Although the Board is still determining areas
where Advisory Committess would be beneficial (o this
process, a list of individuals who may be interested in
bacoming involved in this capacity will be developed.,
CURRENT STATUS:
MNow beginning to develop a list of interested individuals that
the Board may draw from when looking at establishing fulure
Advisory Commitiees.

OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE:

if you would be interested in participaling on an Advisory
Committes al some point in the Tulure, please send a letter
of interest to the Project Office oullining your relevant
background and connection to the area, and indicaling your
areal(s) of interest (for example: stewardship, environment,
cultural heritage, natural heritage, monitoring, education,
recreation, etc.). Please also remember to provide your
contact information (address, phone, e-mail). There is no
deadiing for submitting your letters of interest,

Kawartha
Highlands
Signature Site

Contact Us:

The Board may be reached by directing correspondence o
the Project Office address listed balow. i you have specific
gquesations regarding the Kawartha Highlands, we would
encourage you to contact the Project Office.

Kawartha Highlands Signature Site Project Office
Ministry of Matural Resources

106 Monck Streel. P.O. Box 500

Bancraft, ON KOL 1C0

e-mail: kawartha highlandsfonianioslvinglegacy. com
Facsimile: 613-332-1800
Telephona: 613-332-3040

KHSS Project Staff

Mancy Wilson, Project Manager (x255)

Tim Gray. Senior Resource Technician (x261)
Pam Lawrence, Administrative Assistant (<216)
Kim Harris, Resource Manager (x262)



