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Ontario government helping more
children and youth with autism

More children with autism will receive Intensive “Our government is working with Ontario families
Behavioural Intervention (IBI) services immediately to build and improve the continuum of services
as a result of new measures announced by Minister for Ontario children and youth with ASD,” said
of Children and Youth Services Mary Anne Chambers. Chambers. “Parents have told us they want real

choice when seeking services for their children.
This immediate investment will help more families
access IBI services for their children directly if they
choose to.”

The Ontario government is moving quickly to fund
IBI services for 225 more children currently on
waitlists. This increase is the second since June
2006 when the government announced funding IBI
services for an additional 120 children. More than
1,100 children with Autism Spectrum Disorders
(ASD) will now be receiving IBI, an increase of 105
per cent since April 2004.

continued on page 2. ..

Qs and As for parents

Here are some answers to questions parents may have about the new measures to get 225 children currently on
waitlists into Intensive Behavioural Intervention (IBI) services:

What are the dedicated regional teams and what Q. How will parents have improved choice between
will they do? the Direct Service Option (DSO) and the Direct
These teams are made up of ministry staff hired Funding Option (DFO)?

specifically to work with families and Autism A. The regional teams will work directly with parents
Intervention Program providers to move children and providers to review each case currently on the
quickly from the waitlists into IBI services. They waitlist and help to select one of the options.

will involve other autism experts as required. Families can choose IBI services offered by one of
When will I be contacted? the nine existing reg.ional servic‘e providers (DSO) or
The dedicated teams and the program providers will they can arrange their own services through

be working through the waitlists in each region and approved, private providers (DFO).

have already started to contact families. Parents who Q. If I choose the DFO option, how do I find a

have been waiting the longest will be contacted first. private provider?

Funding can be made available immediately. A. Parents can access the online directory of therapists

How can I find out where I am on the waitlist? at www.abacuslist.ca. The regional teams and Autism
. . o Intervention Program providers can also help parents

The regional program providers keep waitlists based

to access service providers and therapists and to

on the date of contact. If you have questions about .
connect with parent networks.

your status, you should contact the Autism
Intervention Program in your area. More Qs and As for parents are available at
www.children.gov.on.ca
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The government has created dedicated teams of
individuals in regions across the province to review
the waitlists and work directly with parents to help
them access services for their children sooner.

This is another step that the government is taking

in working with parents and other partners to
provide a range of services to best serve Ontario’s
children and youth with ASD. The ministry will
also continue to build on its efforts to expand and
improve services for children and youth with autism
by supporting the training and recruitment of more
IBI therapists across the province over the next year.

The government has been increasing the pool of
qualified autism professionals through the creation
of an Ontario College Graduate Certificate Program
in Autism and Behavioural Science, and investments
in training for teachers’ assistants and those working
in the child care sector to learn how to better
support children with autism.

Since taking office in October 2003, the McGuinty
government has more than doubled its investment
in services for children and youth with autism and
their families to more than $115 million in 2006-07.

with those with autism

* More funding for research on autism

take care of themselves to some degree

Minister Chambers supports a national autism strategy

On November 8, 2006, Minister of Children and Youth Services Mary Anne Chambers appeared before The
Standing Senate Committee on Social Affairs, Science and Technology in Ottawa, where she presented her
case for a national autism strategy to benefit children with autism and their families across the country. In her
presentation, she suggested the federal government consider the following:

* A public awareness campaign to help more people understand autism, including how to socialize and live

* Direct grants or tax deductions for parents/families with children with autism, similar to support for
caregivers who provide babysitting services and for people who look after their senior relatives

 Training of more child psychologists to work with children and youth with autism

* More funding for residential supports to provide respite for parents and help children with autism learn to

 Standard certification for service providers nationally

* A regulatory body for behaviour analysts and therapists.

The chair of the committee, Senator Art Eggleton, agreed to convene an experts’ round table with various
organizations to make recommendations that could lead to a national autism strategy.
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Helping students with autism reach their full potential

In September, the Ontario government created a
reference group to advise on the most effective ways
to help students with Autism Spectrum Disorders
(ASD).

The group of 14 people from across the province
includes parents, researchers, teachers and autism
service providers. The group has been meeting once or
twice a month and will submit a report to the ministers
of Education and Children and Youth Services by the
end of January.

“This reference group is an important step to provide
children and youth with autism the support they need
to help them be successful in school,” said Minister of
Children and Youth Services Mary Anne Chambers.

The reference group has been reviewing effective
evidence-based practices from across Canada and the
Ministry of Education is working on a resource guide
for schools about effective practices to meet the wide
ranging needs of students with ASD.

“I am fully committed to reaching every student,
especially those with autism who face unique
challenges in the classroom,” said Minister of
Education Kathleen Wynne. “I’m pleased to have

Service Options

some of the brightest minds on autism partnering with
us to review the educational supports these students
need to succeed.”

The group’s chairperson is Lynn Ziraldo, who has
led the Minister of Education’s Advisory Council
on Special Education for the past 10 years. As a
parent of two sons with special needs, she has been
the executive director for the Learning Disabilities
Association in York region since 1985.

“Students with autism deserve the best education
possible,” said Ziraldo. “I appreciate the invitation

by this government to join leaders in the autism
community to take a more comprehensive look at what
educational practices can have the greatest positive
impact on students with autism.”

The group has discussed the implementation of
effective, large-scale change as well as significant
short-term practices, programs and services that will
help children and youth with ASD in the classroom.

There are currently more than 7,000 students
with ASD in Ontario’s public education system.
This reference group is another way the Ontario
government is improving resources and services.

Parents of children and youth with autism have two options for accessing services in the province’s autism

intervention program:

Direct Service Option (DSQO) Children receive services delivered by trained staff through one of nine regional

service providers.

Direct Funding Option (DFQO) Parents receive funding directly from one of the nine regional service providers
for approved services arranged by families with private service providers.

The province is identifying improvements to current services, including a review of the supports that are available

to parents who choose DFO.
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Important Resources Regional Autism
Service Providers
Autism Ontario’s ABACUS registry of Central East Region
service providers Kinark Child and Family Services
www.abacuslist.ca 1-800-230-8533
(905) 474-9595
Aspergers Society of Ontario Central West Region
Erinoak

Www.aspergers.ca

Autism Ontario
www.autismontario.com

Children’s Information Portal
www.childrensinfo.ca

Geneva Centre for Autism
www.autism.net

Ministry of Children and Youth Services
www.children.gov.on.ca

Ministry of Education
www.edu.gov.on.ca

Ontario Early Years Centres
www.ontarioearlyyears.ca

Autism Coalition
www.ontarioautism.com

1-877-374-6625
(905) 855-3557
Eastern Region
Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario
1-877-542-2294
(613) 745-5963
Hamilton/Niagara Region
Hamilton Health Sciences
(905) 521-2100

ext. 77315
North East Region
Algonquin Child and Family Services
(705) 476-2293
Northern Region
Child Care Resources

1-877-996-1599
(705) 525-0055
South East Region
Pathways for Children and Youth
(613) 546-8535
South West Region
Thames Valley Children’s Centre
1-866-516-5368
(519) 685-8680
Toronto Region

Surrey Place Centre
(416) 925-5141

\_
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ABACUS: For more information

A new resource fOl’ p arents This newsletter is intended to provide you with up-to-

Autism Ontario’s website, www.abacuslist.ca, date information on the work the Ontario government
funded by the Ministry of Children and is dping t.().support young people with autism and
Youth Services, is an important new their families.

resource for parents. The site provides online
information and resources for families to
assist them in finding and hiring Applied
Behaviour Analysis (ABA) providers to
work with their children and youth with
autism. The site enables service providers

to register their services and indicate their
qualifications, special training and where
they offer services to families across Ontario.
The website now has 120 listings for ABA
providers across the province.

For more information visit www.children.gov.on.ca,
or call 416-325-5666 or TTY at 1-800-387-5559.

If you would like to receive future newsletters, please complete this form and send it to:

Correspondence Unit, Communications and Marketing Branch
Ministry of Children and Youth Services

7th floor, Hepburn Block

80 Grosvenor Street

Toronto, ON M7A 1E9

Name:

Mailing Address:

Email:

Or send your name, mailing address and email address to mesinfo@mcys.gov.on.ca with the
subject line NEWSLETTER REQUEST.



