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Welcome to ON Organic
Evan Elford, New Crop Development Specialist, OMAF & MRA

As we approach ‘meeting season’, it's exciting to see the diversity of organic
workshops and conferences taking place over the coming months. Many speakers
from within and outside of the province will be sharing their on-farm experiences,
research results and/or industry experiences at numerous meetings from November
through February. We hope to highlight various speakers over the next few months
and look forward to seeing you at events throughout the fall and winter. Please refer to
the Events Section of the newsletter for more information on upcoming meetings and
events.

Also, a reminder for students completing admissions applications for 2014 college and
university programs that a list of diploma and degree programs in organic agriculture
and horticulture are available on the Organic Agriculture Centre of Canada website.
Please visit their website for more information at www.organicagcentre.ca or refer to
the Learning Opportunities section of this newsletter.

As always we welcome your comments and any suggestions for topics in the
newsletter.

Thank you once again to our contributing authors and to EFAO, OCO and others who
pass along our newsletter on a regular basis.

Subscription to this newsletter is easy and free. For details go to the webpage:

http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/subscribe/index.html#organic

The newsletter is also posted on the OMAF and MRA website at:
http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/crops/organic/news/news-organic.htmi
The French version of these newsletters is available at:
http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/french/crops/organic/news/news-organic.html
The OMAF and MRA Organic pages are linked from:
http://www.ontario.ca/organic and http://www.ontario.ca/biologique
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Our goal is to have every cow calve consistently at the
same time period every year, raise that calf to weaning
then go on feed to finish at an optimum size for the
consumer and do all of this efficiently and profitably. A
healthy herd is critical to achieve this goal — sick cattle
don’t gain in a feedlot, cattle treated numerous times
result in tough beef, a dead calf does not grow, etc. For
cattle to reach their genetic potential they must be
healthy, fed a balanced ration and managed properly.

Preventing diseases with a sound vaccination program
can save time and money. Vaccination programs
should be customized for individual farms based on
region, type of cattle operation, movement of cattle and
health record. Producers should consult with their
veterinarian annually to review their health protocol.

With advances over the last few years, most
vaccination programs are with modified live vaccines.

Many herds are doing some version of the following:

1. Vaccinating the cows and replacement heifers pre-
breeding for IBR/BVD/PI3/BRSV and lepto.

2. Vaccinating the calves for IBR/BVD/PI3/BRSV at
the same time as the cows. Those herds with
summer pneumonia may also vaccinate for
pasteurella.

3. Booster the calves pre-weaning for IBR/BVD/PI3/
BRSV.

Brian Pogue, Beef Cattle Program Lead, OMAF and MRA

4. Perhaps at pre-weaning also vaccinate for
pasturella and haemophilus somnus.

5. Depending on the amount of time on feed, booster
finishing cattle again. Read the label about how
long the vaccines will provide protection.

6. When there has been a history of scours, vaccinate
the cows for scours prior to calving.

There are also vaccines available for E. coli and
pinkeye. For best results, follow the manufacturer’s
recommendations for administration method, dosage
and storage.

Vaccines are not always 100% effective but are a
proven method to prevent disease outbreaks. Practice
proper animal care and welfare which needs to include
a protocol in the event that an animal does get sick and
requires medical treatment.

For more information on vaccines permitted under the
Canadian Organic Standard please visit the following
links:

o Permitted Substances List for Livestock Production

« Animal Health Care Products and Production
Aids

Evan Elford, New Crop Development Specialist, OMAF and MRA

The Organic Materials Review Institute (OMRI) previous-
ly operated only in the USA as a third party review sys-
tem for organic inputs within the USDA National Organic
Program. In July of 2013, OMRI began accepting Cana-
dian products on a pilot project basis for review within
the Canada Organic Regime (COR). The pilot program,
known as the OMRI Canada Products List, is currently
accepting products that have previously been reviewed
under the OMRI US National Organic Program process.

Products List include Rochelle Eisen, Garry Lean, and
Kelly Monaghan.

According to OMRI Canada’s website, OMRI and OMRI
listing is not officially recognised by the Government of
Canada. The Canada Organic Office, however, will al-
low OMRI’s review process and permit the Canadian
Certifying Bodies (CB) to elect the use of the list and
accept or decline OMRI’s reviews. For more information
about OMRI Canada’s review process please visit their
If the program is successful, OMRI intends to open the website at www.omri.org/omri-canada.
review process to other interested input suppliers in
Canada.

OMRI listing does not replace approval by Canadian
CB’s. Growers should always confirm acceptability of

The initial review panel members for the OMRI Canada inputs with CB’s prior to use.
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Wayne Du, On-Farm Food Safety Specialist, OMAF and MRA

Water, an essential element for agri-food production,
can also be a source of food contamination. Contami-
nated water can carry and transfer pathogens as well as
chemical hazards to crops, livestock, poultry and foods.
The Ontario Ministry of Agriculture and Food and the
Ministry of Rural Affairs (OMAF and MRA) are here to
help you keep up to date on the latest food safety prac-
tices, so you can ensure food safety and protect your
business.

Water sources and the levels of food safety risk

The levels of food safety risk vary depending on the
source of water. In general, surface water such as water
from rivers and streams has the highest level of risk
while municipal water has the lowest risk.

Causes of water contamination and potential food
safety hazards

There are many factors that could cause biological or
chemical water contamination. Monitoring these factors
will help determine whether or not the water should be
tested and treated.

Here are some general tips to ensure water safety:

Assess water sources for food safety risks.
Test water through a credited laboratory at least

Table 1: Water source and associated contamin

once a year or as frequently as your food safety pro-
gram requires to ensure it meets the required quality
standards.

Treat water if it does not meet the required stand-
ards.

Keep all records for water test results and treatment
methods.

Knowing your water sources, the levels of risk and po-
tential hazards will help you put measures in place to
ensure water safety. Water used for the final produce
wash must be potable. Remember, the only way to en-
sure water meets its required standard is to test it
through a credited laboratory at least once a year or as
frequently as your food safety program requires.

Food safety is everyone’s responsibility. To attend one
of our free online workshops on water quality and other
important food safety topics, visit us at: www.ontario.ca/
foodsafety or call: 1-877-424-1300. Food safety practic-
es keep agri-food businesses competitive, productive
and sustainable.

ation risk level.

Water source Level of risk

River, stream, creek, flooding Highest
Pond/dugout filled by stream, ditch or run-off High

Lake _
Pond/dugout filled by ground water (spring or well) Medium
Well Low
Municipal water Lowest
Table 2: Cause of water contamination and associated hazard.

Contamination causes Type of hazard

Access by livestock and domestic animals

High wild animal and bird activity

Biological (bacteria, para-
sites, viruses)

Recreational use such as swimming area

Leaching of sunken wells by overland flooding

Poor well maintenance (e.g., broken seals and casings)

Biological

Runoff or spills from chemicals, oil, fuel, manure, etc.

Chemical (e.g. pesticides

Upstream contaminations

and fuel)
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Local Food Fund

The Local Food Fund is a three-year initiative with
funding of up to $10 million per year to support
innovative local food projects that reduce barriers to
regional economic development; result in sustainable
regional economic development; and have a positive
impact on the Ontario economy.

The Fund will support projects in four categories:

1. Regional and Local Food Networks

2. Enhanced Technologies, Capacity and/or Minor
Capital

3. Research and Best Practices

Education, Marketing and Outreach

For more information and and guidelines, please visit
the OMAF and MRA website at:
www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/about/localfood.htm

Growing Forward 2 - Helping You Reach Your
Goals

Growing Forward 2 (GF2) is a comprehensive federal-
provincial-territorial framework aimed at encouraging
innovation, competitiveness and market development
in Canada's agri-food and agri-products sector. In
Ontario, farm, food and bioproducts businesses,
collaboration and organizations can build their own
plan and select opportunities to help grow their profits,
expand their markets and manage risks.

With a focus on innovation, competitiveness, and
market development, Growing Forward 2 programs are
designed to help the industry capitalize on
opportunities and contribute to the economy. Whether
you are just starting out, or have been in business a
long time, Growing Forward 2 will offer practical and
flexible programs that can help you reach your goals.

Organisations and Collaborations:

The Agricultural Adaptation Council (AAC) is a delivery
partner for two new GF2 programs for projects
involving organisations and collaborations:

1. Capacity building — funding for skills development
and training, assessments, planning, etc. More
details can be found in the Capacity Building
Program Guide.

2. Project implementation - funding for
implementation of plans, applied research projects,
etc. More details can be found in the Project
Implementation Program Guide.

For more information on these two programs, please
visit the AAC website at: www.adaptcouncil.org.

Individual Producers:

The Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement Association

(OSCIA) is a delivery partner for GF2 programs for

projects involving individual producers.

1. Capacity building — funding for skills development
and training, assessments, planning, etc. More
details can be found on their website. For more
information on this program, please visit the
OSCIA website at: www.ontariosoilcrop.org.

Other Programs and Services for Ontario Farmers:
OMAF and MRA has a full listing of programs and
services for Ontario farmers on the website and in the
Factsheet ‘Programs and Services for Ontario
Farmers’. For more information please Vvisit:
www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/busdev/facts/
progserv.htm or call the OMAF and MRA Agricultural
Information Contact Centre to request a hard copy of
the Factsheet at 1.877.424.1300.

Deadlines Approaching for Production Insurance
Plans

Agricorp offers Production Insurance for over 90 crops.
As an organic producer, you may insure your crops
under any of these plans. Specialized organic plans
are available for winter wheat, winter spelt, soybeans,
corn, processing sweet corn, fresh market cabbage
and fresh market carrots.

It's time to renew or apply for the following Production
Insurance plans:

Fruit crops (includes grapes, apples, peaches,
nectarines, pears, sweet cherries, sour cherries) —
Apply by December 20

For more information on all plans including premium
rates and plan details, please visit Agricorp.com or
contact us at 1-888-247-4999.
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Crop Planning for Organic Vegetable Growers

A Two-Part Webinar hosted by FarmStart

Dates and times: December 5 & December 12 (7:30-

9:00pm)

Cost: $40.00 + HST

Registration: https://farmstart.ticketbud.com/crop-

planning-english

This webinar provides a much-needed structure for

figuring out how to make money on a market

garden. It hones in on the core issues of farm

success: which crops to grow, when to plant them, and

in what quantities. Then it provides a logical, linear

process for getting it all done, on time. It sets out 11

steps, including:

o Decide how much money you need to make

o Calculate how much of each veggie you have to
sell to meet your financial goals

» Decide where you will sell

« Make field planting schedules to ensure you have
the crops you need at the right time

o Generate greenhouse/seed starting schedules

» Fill out a seed order

« Make a field operations calendar

Analyze profitability and refine your plans for next year.
NOTE: It will be helpful to have a copy of the Crop
Planning for Organic Vegetable Growers book on
hand. Purchase your copy at www.cog.ca/shop

If you cannot attend the live webinar, a recorded
version will be made available by demand.

Facilitator: Daniel Brisebois

Daniel Brisebois is the co-author of COG’s Crop
Planning for Organic Vegetable Growers book and is a
member of Tourne-Sol cooperative farm. He farms in
Les Ceédres, Quebec near Montreal. Tourne-Sol
produces certified organic vegetables, flowers, seeds,
seedlings and herbal teas on 12 acres. Tourne-Sol’s
produce is distributed mainly through a 250 share CSA
and a farmers market. Daniel is past President of
Canadian Organic Growers and is on the USC Canada
board of Directors.

College and University Campus-based Programs
for 2014

(Listing from the OACC)

Many diploma and degree programs offer courses in
organic or sustainable agriculture both on campus and
online. The listing below is for campus-based diploma
and degree programs. If you are aware of other
diploma or degree offerings in organic or sustainable
agriculture across Canada, please let us know and we
will update this list for next month’s ON QOrganic

newsletter.

Atlantic:

The Faculty of Agriculture of Dalhousie University
offers an on-site, degree credit course in Principles of
Organic Horticulture (HORT2001). Students taking
courses in the Topics in Animal Production series
(AS490, AS492, AS494) for degree credit will also
have an opportunity to select a module in Organic
Dairying. For more information, please see:

Faculty of Agriculture

British Columbia:

The University of British Columbia offers a course in
sustainable agriculture. For more information, please
see:

Key Indicators of Sustainable Agriculture
Kwantlen Polytechnic University offers a Bachelor of
Applied Science in Sustainable Agriculture at their
Surrey, Richmond and Langley campuses.
Bachelor of Applied Science in Sustainable Agriculture
Overview and Course Listings

Ontario:

The Ontario Agricultural College (OAC) of the
University of Guelph is a network of colleges that offers
degree and diploma courses in agriculture and
horticulture. The Guelph, Kemptville, and Ridgetown
campuses offer instruction in English and the Alfred
campus offers instruction in French. The Guelph
campus offers a B.Sc.(Agr) in Organic Agriculture
Guelph's Organic Agriculture program

Department of Plant Agriculture

At the Alfred and Kemptville locations, diploma courses
are offered in Organic Plant Production, Organic
Animal  Production, Organic Fertilization, and
Biodynamic Production. Check the links below to find
out which courses are offered at each location.

Organic  Diploma Course Descriptions/Locations

Quebec:
The Macdonald Campus of McGill University
offers Ecological Agriculture as a minor for students
registered in the B.Sc. program and as a certificate
program for students who have already completed a
first university degree (B.Sc.). There are several core
courses in the programs that are strongly oriented
towards organic agriculture, and the complementary
courses either have some organic content or are
focused on some aspect of ecology.
Ecological Agriculture Program

Descriptions

Information/Course
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Forage Focus 2013 - Presented by the Ontario
Forage Council

Date & Locations (9am-3pm):

o« November 27 — Winchester, Ontario

o November 28 — Shakespeare, Ontario

Agenda
Joel Bagg, Forage Specialist, OMAF and MRA:
“Ontario Forage Update”

Dr Dan Undersander, University of Wisconsin:

“Making That Quality Forage — Places Where We Fail”
“Forage Rotations Benefit to Whole Farm and the
Bottom Line”

Paul Sullivan (Winchester): “Forage Winterkill — Getting
Over It”

Glen McNeil (Shakespeare): “Why Italian Ryegrass?”
Conference cost: $40

Registration deadline: November 25th

To register by phone: 1.877.892.8663 or 519.986.1484
Cost includes conference proceedings and hot roast
beef lunch.

Presentations are CEU accredited.

For more information please visit the website at
www.ontarioforagecouncil.com/programs/forage-focus-
.html

Southwest Agriculture Conference

Date: January 7 & 8, 2014

Location: University of Guelph Ridgetown Campus,
Ridgetown, Ontario

An organic session is being planned for the 2014
conference. Speaker details will be provided closer to
the conference date.

For more information please visit the website at
www.southwestagconference.ca

EFAO Winter Workshop Series

Date: January 29 & 31

Location: multiple locations, please contact the office

for more information.

o 29 Jan: Diversified Ecological Heritage Grain
Production (10am-3pm)

Grain producers will share best practices in Ontario

and abroad, discussing how they are dealing with the

challenges of growing heritage grains in ecological

farming conditions. Session made possible by the

Bauta Family Initiative on Canadian Seed Security.

« 31 Jan: Biologically Intensive market Garden
Design (9am-12pm)

In this advanced-level workshop, Jean-Martin Fortier

will focus on his proven low-tech, high-yield methods of

production, detailing the techniques, tools and

appropriate technologies that make Les Jardins de la

Grelinette productive and profitable.

« 31 Jan: Farmstead Cheese making Panel (10am
-2pm)

This session introduces the idea of starting a small

scale dairy, milking sheep or goats. A panel of farmers

and cheesemakers will share stories of how they

started, learned to make cheese and established their

cheese-making business.

o 31 Jan: Like it, Pin it, Tweet it (1pm—4pm)

Join our communications expert and farmer panel to

explore the world of social media and online direct

marketing. This course is best suited for farmers who

are familiar with social media tools and would like to

take their online marketing strategy to the next level.

Courses range in price from $40-$105. For more
information and to register please visit the EFAO
website at www.efao.ca or call 1.877.822.8606.

Catching the Wave - Guelph Organic Conference &
Expo 2014

Date: January 30-February 4, 2014

Location: Guelph University Centre, Ontario

For more information please visit the conference
website at www.guelphorganicconf.ca or call
519.824.4120 ext. 56311

Ontario Fruit and Vegetable Convention (OFVC)
Date: February 19 &20, 2014

Location: Scotiabank Convention Centre, 6815
Stanley Avenue, Niagara Falls, Ontario

Organic session will include:

o Eric Gallandt, University of Main: A systems
perspective on weed management: cultivation,
rotation, cover crops, and the weed seedbank.

« Melanie Filotas, OMAF and MRA: Pest control for
organic horticultural production

» Jason Deveau, OMAF and MRA: Application of
organic amendments and pest control products.

For more information please visit the website at

www.ofvc.ca

ON Organic NOVEMBER 2013
6


http://www.ontarioforagecouncil.com/programs/forage-focus-.html
http://www.ontarioforagecouncil.com/programs/forage-focus-.html
http://www.southwestagconference.ca
http://www.guelphorganicconf.ca
http://www.ofvc.ca

Links to ON Organic Information & Staff Contacts

OMAF and MRA Horticulture Staff

Horticulture Technology

Mike Celetti

Jim Chaput
Hannah Fraser
Kristen Obeid
Christoph Kessel
Deanna Németh
Anne Verhallen
Vacant

Denise Beaton
Jason Deveau

Pathologist, Hort Crops Prgm Lead

Minor Use Coordinator

Entomologist, Hort Crops Prgm Lead 905-562-1674

Weed Mgt Hort Crops Prgm Lead
Nutrition, Hort Program Lead

Nutrient Management Planning Spec.

Soil Management Specialist
Organic Crop Production

Crop Protection Program ILead
Application Technology Specialist

Horticulture Crops

Marg Appleby
Hugenia Banks

Wendy McFadden-Smith Tender Fruit & Grape IPM Spec.

Jennifer DeEll
Pam Fisher
Janice LeBoeuf
Elaine Roddy
Kathryn Carter
Leslie Huffman

IPM Systems Specialist
Potato Specialist

Fresh Market Quality

Berry Crop Specialist

Vegetable Crop Specialist
Vegetable Crop Specialist
Tender Fruit & Grape Specialist
Apple Specialist

Kristy Grigg-McGuffin Pome Fruit IPM Specialist
Marion Paibomesai Vegetable Crop Specialist

Greenhouse, Agroforestry & Specialty Crops

Jim Todd

Melanie Filotas
Sean Westerveld
Evan Elford
Wayne Brown
Graeme Murphy
Shalin Khosla
Gillian Ferguson
Pam Charbonneau
Jennifer Llewellyn
Todd Leuty

Mahendra Thimmanagari

Transition Crops Specialist
Specialty Crops IPM Specialist
Ginseng & Medicinal Herbs Spec.
New Crop Development Specialist
Greenhouse Floriculture Specialist

Greenhouse Floriculture IPM Spec.

Greenhouse Vegetable Specialist
Greenhouse Vegetable IPM Spec.
Turfgrass Specialist

Nursery Crops Specialist
Agroforestry Specialist

Crop Bioproducts Specialist

OMAF and MRA Field Crop & Livestock Staff

Field Crops
519-824-4120,x58910 Horst Bohner
519-826-3539 Ian McDonald

Peter Johnson
519-738-1232 Albert Tenuta
519-824-4120, x52480  Tracey Baute
905-562-1170 Scott Banks
519-674-1614 Gilles Quesnel
519-826-4587 Bonnie Ball
519-826-6594 Adam Hayes

519-426-8934

Greg Stewart

Michael Cowbrough Weed Mgmt Field Crps Prgm Lead

Joel Bagg
613-475-5850 Christine Brown
519-826-3678 Brian Hall
905-562-3833
519-426-1408 Livestock
519-426-2238 Tom Wright
519-674-1699 Jaydee Smith
519-674-1616 Mario Mongeon
905-562-1639 Albert Dam
519-738-1256 Brian Lang
519-426-4322 Doug Richards
519-826-4963 Ron Lackey

Vacant

Brian Tapscott
519-426-3823 Chisptoph Wand
519-426-4434 Brian Pogue
519-426-4323 Nancy Noecker
519-426-4509 Delma Kennedy
905-562-4141, x179 Steve Naylor
905-562-4141,x106  Tom Hamilton
519-738-1257 Jack Kyle

519-738-1258
519-824-4120, x52597
519-824-4120, x52671
519-826-3215
519 826-4593

Links to Organic Agriculture Information

Otrganic Council of Ontario (OCO)

http://www.organiccouncil.ca

Canadian Organic Growers (COG)

http://www.cog.ca

OMAF and MRA Organic
Agriculture
http:

Ecological Farmers of Ontario

(EFO)

http://www.efao.ca

Organic Agricultural Centre of

Canada http://www.oacc.info

Soybean Specialist
Applied Research Coordinator
Cereals Specialist

519-271-5858
519-482-5129
519-271-8180

Pathologist, Field Crops Prgm Lead  519-674-1617
Entomologist, Field Crops Prgm Lead 519-674-1696

Emerging Crops Specialist

IPM Field Crop Program Lead (Bil)
Soil Fertility Specialist

Soil Management Specialist

Corn Industry Program Lead

Forage Specialist

Nutrient Mgt Field Crops Prgm Lead

Canola & Edible Bean Specialist

Dairy Cattle Nutritionist

Swine Prod Systems Program Lead
Livestock Specialist (Bil)

Poultry Specialist

Dairy Cattle Prod Systems

Swine Grower-Finisher Specialist

613-258-8359
613-258-8250
519-271-9269
519-674-1621
519-824-4120 x54865
519-824-4120 x52580
705-324-5856
519-537-8305
519-271-0083

519-824-4120 x56281
519-674-1542
613-679-0937
519-824-4120 x54326
519-537-8786
519-482-3133

Feed Ingredient & By-product Specialist 519-271-7407

Sheep & Goat Specialist
Alternative Livestock Specialist
Beef Sheep & Goat Nutrition
Beef Cattle Program Lead
Beef Cow/Calf Specialist
Sheep Specialist

Aquaculture Specialist

Beef Cattle Production
Grazier Specialist

613-258-8299
519-846-3400
519-824-4120 x53670
519-826-5106
613-258-8476
519-846-3398
519-826-3172
705-647-2087
705-324-5855

Agricultural Information
Contact Centre:
1-877-424-1300

E-mail: ag.info.omafra@ontario.ca
Northern Ontario

Regional Office:
1-800-461-6132
www.ontario.ca/omafra

www.ontatrio.ca/organic

FarmStart www.farmstart.ca
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