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Our Mission:  Enable access to an integrated health system for our communities 

Caring Communities – Healthier People: Making a Difference 
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April 2009 

 
Long-Term Care Funding Boost 
With the top three discharge spots for Alternate Level of Care 
patients (those who can be cared for outside a hospital) being 
long-term care homes, rehabilitation and complex continuing care, 
the Central LHIN Board approved almost $1 million in funding 
for an expansion of interim long-term care and convalescent beds 
at Southlake Residential Care Village.   
 
Given population growth and the challenges to address Alternate 
Level of Care, emergency services and bed gridlock within 
hospitals, Central LHIN requires alternate settings to address 
pressures on hospital in-patient services and ER overcrowding. 
Solutions that focus on an increased supply of convalescent care 
beds and interim beds are anticipated to assist with improving 
patient flow in the hospitals. 
 
Aging at Home Projects Renewed  
Central LHIN’s Board of Directors approved more than $13 
million to renew 21 projects from 2008-09 under the province’s 
Aging at Home program. The LHIN approved 29 new projects for 
2009-10 totaling more than $17 million. 
 
eHealth Forum Targets Primary Care 
On April 30th both Central and Toronto Central LHIN will host a 
Primary Care eHealth Forum. This forum is the first step in 
engaging family physicians and nurse practitioners about eHealth. 
Agenda topics will include: integrating health care information 
across the continuum of care; the use of registries in managing 
chronic diseases, such as diabetes; and privacy considerations 
when sharing personal health information electronically.  
 
1000 Cataract Cases Transferred 
Approximately 30 percent of Humber River Regional Hospital’s 
cataract cases are part of a one-time transfer to North York 
General Hospital for 2008-09. A similar transfer in 2007 created 
excess operating room capacity at Humber that was used for 
bariatric, hip/knee, and cancer surgeries. 
 
As part of the LHIN’s Wait Times Steering Committee 
recommendations to establish two high-volume ophthalmology 
collaboratives (in the Northern and Southern parts of the LHIN),   
planning is underway with involvement from six hospitals for an 
integration plan of ophthalmology services. Recently, York 
Central Hospital voluntarily integrated cataract surgery volumes 
with Southlake Regional Health Centre. 

Civic Lottery Drives Input into LHIN priorities 
Twenty-eight randomly selected residents from 5,000 households 
throughout the LHIN will be asked to assist in the development of a 
revised Integrated Health Services Plan. A letter from the LHIN is 
the invitation to put a name forward to become a member of Central 
LHIN’s first ever Citizen’s Reference Panel on Regional Health 
Priorities. The invitation is transferable to any member of the 
household who would like to apply and serve their community. 
Panel sessions will take place in May, June and September. 
 
CCACs return to Non-Profit Community Organizations 
Effective April 1st, all CCACs will be declassified as government 
agencies and return to non-profit organizations with non-
government appointed boards. The date also coincides with the 
implementation of a new LHIN-CCAC service accountability 
agreement. This officially ends the CCAC’s dual accountability to 
the LHINs and the Ministry. 
 
The strategy to align CCACs with the geographic boundaries of 
LHINs included the return to non-profit community organizations. 
The amendments were made to the Community Care Access 
Corporatations Act, 2001 and included in Bill 36, the Local Health 
System Integration Act, 2006. These amendments did not come into 
force at that time, but were to come into effect on proclamation. 
 
Hospital Community Engagement Plans  
On March 31st, hospitals submitted community engagement plans 
listing their activities to the LHIN. Quarterly reports highlighting 
engagement activities and results will also be submitted to the 
LHIN.   
 
Join us at our next Board meeting 
Tuesday, April 28, 2009 from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at Reena 
927 Clark Avenue West, Thornhill.  
 
Stay up-to-date!  
Stay up-to-date with what’s happening at our board meetings by 
visiting us online. Board notices, agendas and minutes are available 
on our website.  
 
 
For addition information, please contact Mario Longo at 
(905) 948-1872, ext. 214 or by e-mail at Mario.Longo@lhins.on.ca. 
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