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Energy and Infrastructure
When Premier Dalton McGuinty announced 
the creation of the new Ministry of Energy 
and Infrastructure last June, many people 
wondered at the reasons for the move. They 
had been, after all, two large, separate 
ministries, with seemingly very different 
mandates. Why put them together? For 

Minister George Smitherman, the man chosen to head up the new ministry, 
the question is not a difficult one. 

[Read the full story.] 

Places to Grow Summit
On November 5th, the Ministry of Energy and 
Infrastructure and the Canadian Urban 
Institute hosted the Places to Grow Summit 
in Vaughan. The gathering provided an 
opportunity to learn about urban revitalization 
and showcased smart growth projects from 
around the world, with a specific focus on 

implementing the Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe. Some 
300 people attended, including elected officials, municipal leaders, 
community organizers, and representatives from the planning and urban 
design, development and environmental sectors. 

[Read the full story.] 

IPSP Review
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Return to main MEI site This Fall, Energy and Infrastructure Minister 
George Smitherman announced he was 
revising the original directive given to the 
OPA in 2006 for the proposed Integrated 
Power System Plan (IPSP), which is 
Ontario’s long-term electricity “blueprint”. 
Minister Smitherman asked the OPA to 

tweak the IPSP to ensure a greater focus on renewable energy and 
conservation. 

[Read the full story.]
 

The Ontario Realty Corporation
The Ontario Realty Corporation (ORC) 
provides a broad range of real estate 
services to the provincial government, 
including marketing and sales, leasing, 
property management and strategic planning. 
ORC gives strategic real estate advice and 
solutions to the government and customer 

ministries or agencies, designed to optimize the value and utility of the 
government’s real estate, identify efficiencies, savings and cost-effective 
solutions for accommodation requirements, and identify revenue 
opportunities.

[Read the full story.]
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Energy and Infrastructure

“As we move forward on our plan to strengthen our 
economy, this new ministry combining energy and 
infrastructure made good sense.” – Premier Dalton 
McGuinty, announcing creation of the new Ministry of 
Energy and Infrastructure.

When Premier Dalton McGuinty announced the creation 
of the new Ministry of Energy and Infrastructure last 
June, many people wondered at the reasons for the 
move. They had been, after all, two large, separate 
ministries, with seemingly very different mandates. Why 
put them together?

For Minister George Smitherman, the man chosen to head up the new ministry, the question is not a 
difficult one. Minister Smitherman believes the two ministries belong together.

“Let me put it this way,” said Minister Smitherman. “These two ministries are going to be extremely 
comfortable being brought together under the same roof, sharing heat from the same furnace.”

Minister Smitherman, who is also Deputy Premier, points out that there are a great many links 
between the two portfolios. Forty per cent of all energy used in Ontario is used to heat buildings. The 
Ontario Realty Corporation, which manages the province’s real estate for the Ministry of Energy and 
Infrastructure, is working hard to make all government buildings more energy efficient. Transmission 
infrastructure is required to deliver energy. This will be even more important as the province moves 
forward with plans to build more nuclear capacity. And Minister Smitherman says the greening of 
Ontario’s economy is another one of many ways that energy and infrastructure go hand in hand.

“The links are clear. Take the North for example,” said Smitherman. “We are in the process of creating 
a Growth Plan for Northern Ontario. Well, there is absolutely no question that for the North to grow, it’s 
going to need more efficient energy.”
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Minister Smitherman also points out that energy is a capital-intensive portfolio, and the former Ministry 
of Public Infrastructure Renewal brings essential capital expertise to the table, through its experience 
with Alternative Financing and Procurement (AFP) projects, its knowledge of federal-provincial funding 
projects and overall track record in making large projects happen.

“Energy and infrastructure not only depend on one another, they each enable the other. We’re talking 
about two of the biggest economic drivers we have in this province, working side by side to build our 
communities and improve our quality of life. Of course they belong together.”

That sentiment was echoed by Premier McGuinty, who pointed out that in today’s tough economic 
climate, it is critical to have two of the province’s main economic drivers working in sync.

"I think it's a great fit, it's a natural fit," McGuinty said. "And it's an essential part of our plan to grow this 
economy." 
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Places to Grow Summit

On November 5th, the Ministry of Energy and 
Infrastructure and the Canadian Urban Institute hosted 
the Places to Grow Summit in Vaughan. The gathering 
provided an opportunity to learn about urban 
revitalization and showcased smart growth projects from 
around the world, with a specific focus on implementing 
the Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe. 
Some 300 people attended, including elected officials, 
municipal leaders, community organizers, and 
representatives from the planning and urban design, 
development and environmental sectors.

The event was moderated by former British Columbia Premier and Mayor of Vancouver Michael 
Harcourt, whose experience in urban issues includes serving as chair of the Prime Minister’s Advisory 
Committee for Cities and Communities in 2006 and honorary chair of the International Centre for 
Sustainable Cities. More than 20 speakers from across North America and the United Kingdom 
participated, and the day included keynotes by George Smitherman, the Minister of Energy and 
Infrastructure, and author and urban planner, Peter Calthorpe, as well as Jim Watson, the Minister of 
Municipal Affairs and Housing.

Calthorpe was named one of the 25 “innovators on the cutting edge” by Newsweek magazine for his 
work redefining urban and suburban growth models in America. His remarks at the summit were 
extremely well received. He drew clear links between climate change and land use and development 
patterns and spoke of the importance of regional planning. He also praised the Growth Plan for the 
Greater Golden Horseshoe, saying that he wished it existed in other cities and called the Places to 
Grow Act, the Growth Plan’s enabling legislation, “clever and logical.”

For his part, Minister Smitherman said that Ontario is defined by great communities, and that the 
Places to Grow Summit was about learning the lessons necessary to keep those communities growing 
and flourishing. He talked about the current economic turbulence, saying that growth planning and 
public infrastructure investments are more important than ever in maintaining and stimulating the 
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economy. And he said that with 4 million more people moving to the area in the next 25 years, the 
Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe is exactly the right plan, at the right time.

“It will establish a vision for growth, instead of trying to catch up with it after the fact. This will help us 
make better decisions about where to invest in public infrastructure, and enable us to implement those 
decisions more quickly.”
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IPSP Review

Ontario’s blueprint for the province’s electricity future is 
about to get greener.

This Fall, Energy and Infrastructure Minister George 
Smitherman announced he was revising the original 
directive given to the OPA in 2006 for the proposed 
Integrated Power System Plan (IPSP), which is 
Ontario’s long-term electricity “blueprint”. Minister 
Smitherman asked the OPA to tweak the IPSP to 
ensure a greater focus on renewable energy and 
conservation.

The IPSP was filed with the Ontario Energy Board (OEB) for review and approval in August 2007. The 
OEB is required to hold public hearings to determine if the IPSP meets the government's directives 
and is economically prudent and cost effective. The IPSP is a 20-year plan to manage the electricity 
supply, as well as transmission capability and demand in Ontario, with an eye to ensuring a reliable 
supply of power. The greening of Ontario’s energy sector is already a major focus of the IPSP, which 
also focuses on eliminating dirty coal-fired generation by the end of 2014 and maintaining Ontario’s 
nuclear at the current capacity of 14,000 megawatts (MW). However, Minister Smitherman said the 
review will reflect the government’s commitment to increasing sources of renewable energy and 
encouraging conservation.

"Ontarians are fortunate to have clean energy sources like nuclear and Niagara Falls as the foundation 
of their supply,” said Minister Smitherman. “Building on this foundation with a strengthened renewables 
and conservation agenda will allow us to create jobs and further reduce our impact on the 
environment." 

Since 2003, significant progress has been made in the greening of Ontario's energy sector. In addition 
to the plans being developed to phase out dirty coal-fired generation and renew Ontario’s nuclear fleet, 
more than 650 MW of renewable energy has already been brought online. By the end of 2008, the 
total of renewables added since 2003 is expected to exceed 1,000 MW. The review announced by 

http://www.pir.gov.on.ca/english/aboutpir/pirnetnews/2008/11-november/story3.htm (1 of 2)01/12/2008 8:46:50 AM



MEI NetNews Expanded Access to OSIFA Loans

Minister Smitherman is designed to ensure Ontario is maximizing its potential to provide clean, green, 
renewable power to homes and businesses across the province, as well as sparking the development 
of a new “green-collar” industry and a new generation of "green-collar" jobs and careers. The review 
will include: 

●     The amount and diversity of renewable energy sources in the supply mix. 
●     The viability of moving conservation targets forward, including a review of the deployment and 

utilization of smart meters. 
●     The improvement of transmission capacity in northern Ontario and other parts of the province 

where insufficient capacity is limiting the development of new renewable energy supply. 
●     The potential of converting existing coal-fired assets to biomass. 
●     The availability of distributed generation. 
●     The potential for pumped storage to contribute to the energy supply during peak times. 
●     We are also asking the OPA to employ an enhanced process of consultation with First Nation 

and Métis communities, including the consideration of partnership opportunities in generation 
and transmission.

The IPSP review will solidify Ontario's position as a leader in green energy. The province’s plan to end 
coal-fired electrical generation is already the single largest climate change initiative in Canada. It will 
reduce Ontario's carbon dioxide emissions by up to 30 megatonnes. Ontario's building code standards 
for energy efficiency are among the highest in the country. And alongside California, Ontario is a North 
American leader in energy efficiency standards for appliances and other products.
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The Ontario Realty Corporation

The Ontario Realty Corporation (ORC) provides a broad 
range of real estate services to the provincial 
government, including marketing and sales, leasing, 
property management and strategic planning. ORC 
gives strategic real estate advice and solutions to the 
government and customer ministries or agencies, 
designed to optimize the value and utility of the 
government’s real estate, identify efficiencies, savings 
and cost-effective solutions for accommodation 
requirements, and identify revenue opportunities.

ORC is intent on achieving its vision to be the service provider of choice and the centre of excellence 
in managing and enhancing the value of public sector real estate. ORC is continually exploring new 
ways to provide better value to Ontarians and to deliver cost-effective, timely and proactive services to 
our government customer ministries. 

With a province-wide portfolio that features over 5,800 buildings and structures, as well as tens of 
thousands of acres of vacant or surplus land, ORC is one of the largest real estate management 
companies in Canada.  

Some of the other services the ORC provides include: 

●     Selling properties on behalf of the government
●     Overseeing building maintenance, repair and operational services
●     Leasing and lease administration on behalf of the government
●     Managing major construction, repair and alteration projects

Building Sustainability

Working to address climate change is an imperative for the Ontario Realty Corporation. Simply put, the 
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ORC has set itself the mandate of building sustainability into Ontario’s future by demonstrating real 
leadership with creative responses to environmental challenges. 

Accomplishments to date include reducing energy consumption in government buildings by 12 per 
cent, having 27 ORC buildings certified under the Building Owners and Managers Association (BOMA) 
Go Green Plus Program, and helping protect more than 2,500 hectares of green space in Southern 
Ontario. 

The Ontario Realty Corporation has also begun the process of ensuring that government operations 
are accountable for their electricity use. Eighty-three sub-meters have been installed in government 
buildings. Under the previous bulk-metering system, individual government offices or divisions had no 
information about their electricity use. These submeters will enable them to better understand and 
manage their electricity consumption.

The Ontario Realty Corporation recently moved to new office space at One Dundas Street in Toronto. 
ORC is seeking certification to the LEED silver standard for these offices. The open-concept office is 
modern, energy-efficient and filled with natural light. It’s intended to be a showcase for the Ontario 
government’s workplace of the future.

West Don Lands Revitalization 
 
At any given time, ORC is involved in several initiatives of real significance to Ontarians. One current 
example is the West Don Lands Revitalization project, which is the Ontario government’s top 
waterfront revitalization priority. 

The long-term vision for the West Don Lands is of a vibrant, green neighbourhood that will feature 
pedestrian friendly streets, exceptional parks and public spaces, market and affordable housing, and 
convenient public transit. It will include 1,500 units of affordable housing in its 6,000 new residences. 
The revitalization of the West Don Lands is going forward in four phases over the next 12 years. 

The West Don Lands consist of 32 hectares (79 acres) of under-developed land on the Toronto 
waterfront. The revitalization project includes the demolition of buildings, cleaning contaminated soil, 
building parks and community buildings, creating flood protection measures and developing a light 
transit line. 

A key part of the plan is the 8.1-hectare (20 acre) Don River Park, which will be built on top of a 12-
hectare (30.2-acre) flood protection landform (FPL). The FPL, combined with the extension of the 
existing railway bridge over the Don River (known as the Kingston Railway Bridge), are the two key 
components of the flood protection solution. The FPL is a berm (a built-up platform of land) 3 to 3.5 m 
high and approximately 125 m wide. Once built, the FPL will support new infrastructure, but most 
importantly will reduce the potential for flooding of 210 hectares (518 acres) of downtown Toronto. 

The ORC team is made up of professionals in a host of areas, including many with “best-in-class” 
knowledge in property management, strategic asset management and project services. They’re also 
proud of their expertise in energy management, environment, heritage, Geographic Information 
System, accessibility, safety and security and contract management. With the major projects they now 
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have underway, all of those skills – and more – will be put to the test in the years ahead.
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Énergie et Infrastructure
Lorsque le premier ministre Dalton McGuinty 
a annoncé la création du nouveau ministère 
de l’Énergie et de l’Infrastructure en juin 
dernier, nombreux sont ceux qui ont cherché 
à comprendre les raisons qui avaient motivé 
cette décision. Après tout, il s’agissait de 
deux importants ministères distincts dont les 

mandats étaient apparemment très différents. Qu’est-ce qui explique cette 
fusion? Le ministre George Smitherman, celui à qui on a confié la direction 
du nouveau ministère, n’a pas de difficulté à répondre à cette question.

[l’article complet, cliquez ICI]
 

 

Sommet Place à la croissance
Le 5 novembre, le ministère de l’Énergie et 
de l’Infrastructure et l’Institut urbain du 
Canada ont été les hôtes du Sommet Place à 
la croissance, tenu à Vaughan. Ce 
rendez-vous constituait pour les participants 
une excellente occasion d’en apprendre 
davantage sur la revitalisation urbaine et les 

projets de croissance intelligente mis en œuvre un peu partout dans le 
monde, et de mettre l’accent sur la mise en œuvre du Plan de croissance 
de la région élargie du Golden Horseshoe. Près de 300 personnes ont 
participé aux activités, dont des représentants élus, des dirigeants 
municipaux, des animateurs communautaires et des représentants des 
secteurs de la planification et de la conception des villes, du 
développement et de l’environnement. 

[l’article complet, cliquez ICI]
 

 

Examen du Plan pour le réseau 
d’électricité intégré
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Revenir à l'emplacement 
principal de MEI 

Cet automne, le ministre de l’Énergie et de 
l’Infrastructure, George Smitherman, a 
annoncé qu’il procédait à la révision de la 
directive initiale transmise à l’Office de 
l’électricité de l’Ontario (OEO) en 2006, 
directive ayant trait au Plan pour le réseau 
d’électricité intégré (PREI) proposé, le 

programme à long terme de la province de l’Ontario en matière d’électricité. 
Le ministre Smitherman a demandé à l’OEO de modifier légèrement le 
PREI afin qu’il soit davantage axé sur l’énergie renouvelable et l’économie 
d’énergie. 

[l’article complet, cliquez ICI] 

Profil de la SIO
La Société immobilière de l’Ontario (SIO) 
fournit au gouvernement de l’Ontario un 
vaste éventail de services immobiliers, 
notamment des services ayant trait au 
marketing et aux ventes, à la location, à la 
gestion immobilière et à la planification 
stratégique. La SIO donne également des 

conseils et présente des solutions stratégiques dans le domaine de 
l’immobilier au gouvernement et à ses ministères ou organismes clients. 
Ces solutions et conseils visent à optimiser la valeur et l’utilisation des 
biens réels du gouvernement, à cerner des pratiques efficaces, 
économiques et rentables au chapitre des exigences en ce qui a trait aux 
installations et à déterminer les possibilités de recettes.

[l’article complet, cliquez ICI]
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Privacy Statement

Our Commitment

Ontario is committed to respecting your privacy and protecting your personal 
information. This Privacy Statement explains the current information 
management practices on our websites.

The handling of all personal information by Government of Ontario 
organizations is governed by the Freedom of Information and Protection of 
Privacy Act (FIPPA). We are committed to protecting your privacy whether 
you are browsing for information or conducting business with the government 
electronically.

The Ministry of Health and Long-term Care also ensures that your personal 
health information is private, confidential and secure through the Health 
Information Protection Act.

When you visit our websites, we will not collect your personal information 
unless you choose to use and receive online products and services that require 
it. For transactions with government organizations involving credit cards, 
government systems use up-to-date security protocols to ensure the integrity 
and confidentiality of information and systems.

You Have Choice

If you choose not to use the Internet to provide personal information to a 
government ministry or agency, you can contact the ministry or agency 
telephone, fax, mail, kiosk or in person. (Not all options may be available in 
every situation.)

Cookies

Some Government of Ontario websites use cookies. Cookies are generally used 
to make it more convenient for users to move around our websites. If you 
choose, they may be used to 'remember' your password and make it easier and 
faster to log-in to certain sites. These types of cookies need to be stored on 
your computer's hard drive. Cookies used by the government are encrypted to 
make the information in cookies unreadable to anyone except the government 
organization with which you are dealing.

More information

We invite you to learn more about our current online information 
practices.

Important Notices: Some of our websites link to other sites created and 
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maintained by other public and/or private sector organizations. We provide 
these links solely for your information and convenience. When you link to an 
outside website, you are leaving a Government of Ontario Web site and our 
information management policies no longer apply. 
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Important Notices

There may be Web sites linked to and from this site that are operated or 
created by or for organizations outside of the Government of Ontario. Those 
organizations are solely responsible for the operation and information 
(including the right to display such information) found on their respective Web 
sites. These linked Web sites may or may not be available in French. The 
linking to or from this site does not imply on the part of the Government of 
Ontario any endorsement or guarantee of any of the organizations or 
information (including the right to display such information) found on their 
respective Web sites.

The Government of Ontario does not assume and is not responsible for any 
liability whatsoever for the linking of any of these linked Web sites, the 
operation or content (including the right to display such information) of any of 
the linked Web sites, nor for any of the information, interpretation, comments 
or opinions expressed in any of the linked Web sites. Any comments or 
inquiries regarding the linked Web sites are to be directed to the particular 
organization for whom the particular Web site is being operated.
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