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DeerCervid Family Comparison

Ontario has four different wild members of the 
cervid/deer family. You must have a valid licence 
and tag for the species you are hunting. There is no 
open season for caribou and a limited open season 
for elk, so you must be absolutely certain that the 
animal you see is the right species, sex and age.

There are differences in the size, shape and colour 
of moose, white-tailed deer, elk and caribou.

Moose 
Size: 1.5 to 1.8 m at the shoulders
Bull: 400 to 545 kg 
Cow: 375 to 535 kg

Woodland Caribou (no open season) 
Size: 1.0 to 1.2 m at the shoulders
Bull: 160 to 210 kg
Cow: 110 to 150 kg 

White-Tailed Deer 
Size: 0.9 to 1.1 m at the shoulders
Adult buck: 45 to 136 kg
Adult doe: 39 to 60 kg

Elk (limited open season for residents) 
Size: 1.2 to 1.5 m at the shoulders
Bull: average 354 kg
Cow: 227 to 239 kg 

55 Hunting Regulations Summary 2024 • 2025



MooseMoose

Moose Seasons

Moose tags are valid only for the WMU, moose type(s) and season(s) indicated on the tag. A bull tag or  
a cow/calf tag valid for the bows only season (i.e. a “bow tag”) is valid only during the bows only season.  
A bull tag or a cow/calf tag valid for the every firearm/”gun” season is valid only during that season.  
Calf tags are valid for the full length of the moose hunting season(s) in the WMU they are issued for  
(e.g. in both the bows only and “gun” seasons). 

Rifles, Shotguns, Muzzle-loading Guns and Bows 
(the “gun” seasons when “gun tags” are valid)

Wildlife Management Unit Resident – Open Season Non-Resident – Open Season
1A, 1C, 1D, 16-17, 25 September 14 to December 15 September 16 to November 15 
2-4, 18A, 18B October 5 to December 15 October 7 to November 15
5, 6, 7B, 8, 9A, 9B, 11A, 11B, 
12-15, 19, 21A, 21B

October 12 to December 15 October 14 to November 15

22, 23, 28-42 October 12 to November 15 October 14 to November 15
24, 27 October 5 to November 15 October 7 to November 15
26 September 14 to October 31 September 16 to October 31
46-50, 53-63 October 21 to October 27 None

Note:  The hunting of predominantly white-coloured moose (over 50 percent white) is not permitted in 
WMUs 30 and 31.

Bows and Muzzle-loading Guns Only  
(seasons when bows and muzzle-loading guns only tags are valid)

Wildlife Management Unit Resident – Open Season Non-Resident – Open Season 
7A October 12 to December 15 October 14 to November 15 
18B September 14 to October 4 September 14 to October 4
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Bows Only  
(seasons when “bow tags” are valid)

Wildlife Management Unit Resident – Open Season Non-Resident – Open Season 
2-4, 18A, 24, 27 September 14 to October 4 September 14 to October 4 
5, 6, 7B, 8, 9A, 9B, 11A, 11B, 
12-15, 19, 21-23, 28-33, 35-42

September 21 to October 11 September 21 to October 11

46-50, 53-63 October 5 to October 11 None 

Note: The hunting of predominantly white-coloured moose (over 50% white) is not permitted in 
WMUs 30 and 31.

Resident Seasons with Controlled Hunter Numbers

Wildlife Management Unit Resident – Open 
Season 

Firearm Type Restrictions

11B September 21 to 
October 11

Rifles, Shotguns, 
Muzzle-loading Guns

For hunters with a lower limb 
disability (see notes below).

65 October 5 to 
October 7 

Bows Only For hunters with a lower limb 
disability (see notes below). 
See notes on WMU 65 below.

65 October 8 to 
October 14

Bows Only See notes on WMU 65 below.

Moose Hunting Requirements

Anyone wishing to hunt moose in Ontario must 
have the following:
• Outdoors Card
• Moose Licence listed on your Licence Summary
• Moose Tag (valid for the appropriate season/firearm,

area, and type of moose), OR be party hunting
with a person who has a valid Moose Tag, and

• proof of firearms accreditation if you are hunting
with a gun

Reminders

Applying to the moose tag allocation process does 
not provide you with a moose licence. To party 
hunt with a tag holder you must purchase a moose 
licence prior to your hunt. In order to hold a Moose 
Tag you must purchase a Moose Licence. 

A Moose Licence does not include a calf tag. WMU-
specific calf tags can be applied for through the 
allocation process described on p.58 of this section 
and at ontario.ca/MooseTagProcess. 

Tag types are:
• bull tags valid only for the harvest of a bull

moose and specific to a WMU and season 
(e.g., bows only season)

• cow/calf tags valid for either a cow OR a calf
moose and specific to a WMU and season 
(e.g., gun season)

• calf tags valid only for the harvest of a calf moose
and specific to a WMU and all seasons (e.g., both 
the bows only and gun seasons)
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Moose

Moose Hunting Regulations

Tagging and Transporting

Go to the Tags section (p.19) for details on tagging 
and transporting. For additional information 
on shipping and exporting, go to the General 
Regulations section (p.37).

Mandatory Hunter Reporting

There is a mandatory hunter reporting requirement 
for all moose licence holders. Go to the Mandatory 
Hunter Reporting section (p.22) for details on 
timelines and how to submit your report.

Firearms

Big game, including moose, may only be hunted 
with a firearm (includes bows). When hunting 
moose, you may only use or carry a firearm of the 
type (rifle, shotgun, muzzle-loading gun or bow) 
permitted for hunting moose at that time in that 
WMU. For example, when hunting moose during 
a bows only season, you may only use and carry a 
bow. Specifications on the firearms, ammunition, 
arrows and broadheads that are permitted when 
hunting moose are found in the General Regulations 
section (begins on p.28).

Party Hunting for Moose

Party hunting is permitted during the open season 
for moose under a set of specific conditions. 
The list of conditions is listed in the General 
Regulations section (p.32). 

To party hunt on a moose tag from a tourist 
outfitter, you must be a registered guest of 
the outfitter. Go to the Hunting with a Tourist 
Outfitter Section (p.64).

Moose Hunting in WMU 65

In WMU 65 there are no dogs allowed. Hunters 
wishing to hunt moose in WMU 65 are required to 
obtain written landowner permission. Hunters must 

have a tag specifically valid for WMU 65 or have a 
partner permit (in addition to their moose licence) 
that is associated with the hunter who has a tag 
validated for WMU 65. Contact Kemptville Work 
Centre at 613-258-8204 for details.

Opportunities for Moose Hunters with Lower 
Limb Disabilities 

Hunters with disabilities may apply for a moose 
tag in any WMU, however there are two WMUs 
(11B and 65) that offer seasons specifically 
for resident moose hunters with lower limb 
disabilities. Hunters who qualify for these seasons 
are people who: 
• are paraplegic or hemiplegic.
• have a single, above the knee, lower

limb amputation, or a double, below
the waist amputation

• have a severe disability and cannot hunt
without the use of a wheelchair (or similar
means of locomotion). These cases require
a medical certificate

Qualified hunters wishing to take part should apply 
for a tag in the points-based allocation process. 
Such applications will be considered like any other; 
there are no separate quotas. 

For more information regarding WMU 11B, please 
contact Thunder Bay Work Centre at 807-475-1471. 
For more information regarding WMU 65,  
please contact the Kemptville Work Centre at  
613-258-8204.

Points-based Moose Tag Allocation Process

Overview

• Moose tags are distributed to Ontario residents
using a points-based process.

• The process includes two stages with different
application periods: the primary allocation stage
and the second chance allocation stage.

• Hunters awarded a tag in either stage will decide
whether to claim it before the respective tag
claim deadline.
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Moose - Tag Allocation Process 

• The minimum points required to be awarded
each tag type and whether tags remain available
beyond the first choice is not set in advance,
but is determined solely by how many hunters
choose each tag type relative to the quota and
their points.

• Go to What to Consider When you Apply (p.67)
for information about last year’s allocation
results.

Primary Allocation Stage 

Tag quotas and hunt codes are available at ontario.
ca/MooseQuotas or by calling 1-800-288-1155. 
Hunt codes are also available on p.73.

Review Quotas and Apply: April 1 to April 30

• April 1 – MNRF publishes tag quotas for the
primary allocation stage and the application
period opens.

• Hunter pays $15 application fee.
• Hunter can make up to three choices for a tag

type: WMU, moose type and season/firearm
type. Go to p.57 for information on tag types.
You can apply for a point directly by selecting
WMU “99Z” (hunt code “999”) as your first
choice rather than applying for a tag. You will
be allowed to change your mind and apply for
a tag in the second chance allocation stage.
Complete your application by April 30 for
the primary allocation stage. Hunters are
encouraged to apply early in the application
period and make sure to keep record of their
application receipt or confirmation number
for reference.

• You can apply online at huntandfishontario.com,
by calling the automated phone line at
1-800-288-1155 or in person at a licence
issuer or participating ServiceOntario.

• Go to the How to Apply to Hunt Big Game
section on (p.38) for more information and
(p.63) for service options.

How it Works

Each tag type is allocated separately in a series of 
up to three steps: 
1. Each tag type will be allocated to the hunters

with the most points who selected that tag type 
as their first choice. 

• For example, all first-choice applicants for a
given tag type will be ordered by their points.
Tags will be awarded in descending order
from highest to lowest points.

2. If tags remain available, the applicants with the
most points that selected that tag type as their
second choice will be awarded tags.

3. If tags are still available, this process will be
repeated for third-choice applicants.

A random draw will be used to break ties when 
there are more applicants with the same points 
than the number of tags that remain available. 

Check Primary Allocation Results and Claim Tag: 
May 16 to June 7

• Allocation results for the primary allocation will
be available May 16.

• Check if you were awarded a tag online at
huntandfishontario.com or by calling the
automated phone line at 1-800-288-1155.

• Claim your tag before the deadline on June 7 by
buying your moose licence and purchasing your
tag. Fees are described on p.14.

• Your points will reset to zero when you claim a
tag awarded in the primary allocation stage.

• You can claim your tag by purchasing a moose
licence and your tag online, by phone or at a
licence issuer or participating ServiceOntario.

• You must claim your tag by June 7 for it to be
issued to you. Unclaimed tags will be made
available for other hunters to apply for in the
second chance allocation stage.

• There is currently no penalty for not claiming a tag.
• Hunters who choose not to claim a tag or who

are unsuccessful in the primary allocation stage
can apply to the second chance allocation stage
without paying a second application fee.
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Moose

Second Chance Allocation Stage

Apply: June 15 to July 8

• On June 15 MNRF publishes the remaining
number of tags available for the second
chance allocation stage and the second chance
application period opens.

• Numbers of tags remaining available can
be accessed at ontario.ca/MooseQuotas or
by calling 1-800-288-1155. Hunt codes for
remaining tag types will remain unchanged
between stages.

• Tags available will include those that weren’t
applied for or went unclaimed in the primary
allocation stage.

• Hunters can submit a new application to
the second chance allocation stage unless
they already claimed a tag in the primary
allocation stage. Your previous choices will
not automatically carry forward to the second
chance allocation.

• Hunters can again make up to three choices for
a tag type.

• Hunters can select WMU “99Z” (hunt code “999”)
as their first choice if they do not wish to be
awarded a tag based on points. They can also
enter a second or third choice for a tag awarded
by random draw.

How it Works

• Like the primary allocation stage, tags will be
awarded to the first-choice applicants with the
most points.

• If tags remain available, a random draw will
be used to allocate tags among hunters who
applied for that tag type as their second choice.

• If tags are still available, a random draw will
be used to allocate tags among hunters who
applied for that tag type as their third choice.

Check Second Chance Allocation Results and 
Claim Tag: August 1 to End of Season

• Allocation results for the second chance
allocation will be available August 1.

• You can choose to claim your tag after
August 1 and before the end of the relevant
season by buying your moose licence and
paying for your tag.

• You can claim your tag by purchasing a moose
licence and your tag online or at a licence issuer
or participating ServiceOntario.

• Your points will reset to zero if you claim a tag
you were awarded from your first choice in the
second chance allocation stage. If you applied
to WMU “99Z” or you chose to claim a tag from
your second or third choice you will retain your
points and gain a point.
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Moose

Draw History and Points

Your Points from the Past Moose Tag Draw

Your current points may reflect points you gained 
based on your draw history from 1993 through 
2020. Go to ontario.ca/MooseTagProcess for  
more information.

Your Points Under the Tag Allocation Process

Under the points-based allocation process, a 
hunter will accumulate a single point in any year 
they apply to one or both allocation stages, if they 
don’t claim a tag awarded based on points. 

If you claim a tag awarded based on points from 
the primary allocation or the first choice of 
the second chance allocation, your points will 
reset to zero (early next year).

You will retain your points and will gain a point (early
next year) if you claim a tag awarded to you on 
either your second or third tag choices in the second
chance allocation. 

You can accumulate a single point per year without 
being considered for a tag awarded based on 
points by selecting WMU “99Z” (hunt code “999”) 
with your first choice in either the primary or 
second chance allocation. 

Obtaining a moose tag from a tourist outfitter  
will not affect your points. You cannot hold 
more than one moose tag per year. Your points 
are available through your online account 
at huntandfishontario.com or by calling the 
automated phone line at 1-800-288-1155. Please 
note ServiceOntaio and licence issuers are not able 
to access your points for you.

Northern Ontario Preference Point 

Northern Ontario resident hunters will receive a 
small preference by receiving one additional point 
(non-accumulating) in choices they enter for 
a northern WMU (WMUs 1-42). This small 
preference replaced the Northern Resident Draw. 

Tag Transfers

Moose tag transfers are no longer permitted. In 
exceptional circumstances such as injury, illness 
or death of the tag holder or an immediate family 
member; or redeployment by the Canadian Armed 
Forces, a tag transfer may be considered with 
written request and documentation. If necessary, 
please contact the Natural Resource Information 
and Support Centre at NRISC@ontario.ca. 
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Wall tents build in Canada
for Canadian conditions

 

www.deluxewalltents.com
(250) 704-2534
perry@deluxewalltents.com
Free shipping in Canada (some conditions apply)

• wall tents

• used tents

• diesel heaters

• bear fences

• bedrolls

• alum. frames

• wood stoves

• cots

• tarps

• game bags
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Important dates for moose hunters
Dates subject to change beyond 2024

ontario.ca/MooseTagProcess

April
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April 1 to April 30: apply to the primary allocation stage

May 16 to June 7: claim tags awarded in the primary allocation stage

May 1: Moose Licences become available for purchase

June 15 to July 8: apply to the second chance allocation stage

August 1 to End of Season: claim tags awarded in the second chance allocation stage

August 20: tags available to print until end of season

November 22: Non-resident 
Moose Hunter Report for Tourist
Outfitter deadline

December 22: Resident Moose 
Tag Holder Report for Tourist 
Outfitter deadline

December 29: Moose Hunter 
Report deadline 

 

Hunter Reporting
Deadlines

2024
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Service Options for Moose Hunters

Service Online Automated Phone Line:
1-800-288-1155

 Participating 
ServiceOntario or 
licence issuer

Learn tag quotas ontario.ca/MooseQuotas Yes No
Apply for a moose tag huntandfishontario.com Yes Yes
Check results huntandfishontario.com Yes No
Claim your moose tag huntandfishontario.com Yes – Primary Allocation

No – Second Chance
 Yes

Print your moose tag huntandfishontario.com No Yes

For step-by-step instructions:
1. Visit huntandfishontario.com
2. Click on Helpful Links
3. Click on Tips to Get Started
4. Choose:

• how to set up your online account
• how to view your draw entries and

results (includes draw history)

• how to view your moose points
• how to apply to the moose tag

allocation process
• how to claim your moose tag

Learn more about what to consider when you apply 
on (p.67) and at ontario.ca/MooseTagProcess.

For inquiries contact the Natural Resource 
Information and Support Centre by email:  
NRISC@ontario.ca, or phone: 1-800-387-7011.

#MyONHunt
Celebrating hunting experiences across Ontario!

Share your hunt with us and you could be 
featured on our social media.

Send a clear photo and story of your hunt to 
FWMarketing@ontario.ca.
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Moose

 Moose Hunting Fees

Hunters pay an application fee to apply to the 
allocation process, instead of having to purchase 
a licence to apply. Hunters only need to purchase 
a moose licence before claiming a tag or party 
hunting with a tag holder. Find the application fee, 
licence fee and tag fees on p.14.

Additional Moose Hunting Regulations for 
Non-Residents

Non-resident moose hunters can only hunt moose: 

• during an open non-resident moose season, and

• as a registered guest of a tourist outfitter
hunting on a tag issued to them or a party
member by the tourist outfitter, or

• by party hunting on a tag issued through the
moose tag allocation process to an immediate
relative who is an Ontario resident, and only on
that tag

A non-resident may not party hunt on a tag issued 
through the moose tag allocation process to 
an Ontario resident that is not their immediate 
relative. Immediate relative means grandparent, 
parent, spouse, child, sibling or grandchild (including 
equivalent step-family relationships). An attestation 
statement verifying the immediate relative 
relationship must be completed by the non-resident 
online or in-person at a licence issuer or participating 
ServiceOntario location at the time the non-resident 
moose licence for an immediate relative is purchased.

Non-residents are required to have hunter 
accreditation that is recognized by Ontario – see 
the Hunting Licence Information section for more 
details (p.16).

Non-residents must employ one licensed guide 
for each two hunters when hunting moose in the 
Territorial District of Rainy River. WMUs with moose 
hunting seasons in the Territorial District of Rainy 
River are: 9B, 11A and parts of 7B and 12B (p. 12).

Hunting with a Tourist Outfitter 

Residents and non-residents can acquire a hunt 
that includes a tag from a tourist outfitter. A hunter 
can only acquire a tag through an outfitter if they 
haven’t already been issued a tag for that year. 
You must have a valid Outdoors Card before a 
tourist outfitter can request the moose tag on your 
behalf. Outfitters will provide further instruction to 
prospective clients on the steps that must be taken 
to purchase a moose licence and the tag from the 
MNRF before arriving at the outfitter. The outfitter 
can only provide the tag once the client has paid 
for the tag. The moose tag fees on p.14 apply to 
both residents and non-residents. 

Any hunter who receives a tag from an outfitter or is 
hunting in a party with another hunter who receives 
a tag from an outfitter must have a moose licence 
and be a registered guest of the outfitter. Each 
registered guest must carry documentation provided 
by the outfitter to verify this (in addition to their 
Outdoors Card, moose licence and tag if applicable).
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Debris and grass build-up under your ATV can heat, 
fa ll and ignite! Reduce the risk of sparking a wildfire! 

1. Keep your machine clean. 

2. Stop often to check for and remove debris. 

3. Let your machine cool. 

4. Ensure your ATV has a proper spark arrestor. 

5. Pack a shovel, collapsible pail or fire extinguisher 

in case of fire. 

It's wildfire season. Don't be the reason. 
ontario.ca/FirePrevention 

Ontario& 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/how-prevent-forest-fires
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How to properly identify 
a moose before you shoot 
As a moose hunter, you are responsible for properly identifying your target and only 
harvesting a moose that you or a person you are party hunting with has a valid tag for. 
Evaluating multiple physical characteristics of the moose will better enable you to  
correctly identify the age/sex of the moose before harvesting it. If in doubt, do not shoot.

An adult moose (cow or bull) is a moose that is at least one year old at the time of the hunt. 
A calf moose is a moose that is less than one year old at the time of the hunt.

Often
larger
bell

Often
darker
face

Antlers Location where antlers
detach and grow from (pedicle)

ontario.ca/MooseID

Bull

Muscular
body*

Vulva
patch
(cows
only) 

No
vulva patch

Curved
hump*Long

bulbous
nose*

More
leg than
body

Shorter
nose

Sharp
hump

CalfCow

6 ft 
1.8 m

Bull moose may lose their antlers before 
the end of the hunting season. A bull tag  
is still required to harvest a bull moose 
with or without antlers. 

Bull

*These characteristics are in comparison to a calf. Calf moose are seldom alone. 

4 ft
1.2 m

How to properly identify 
a moose before you shoot 
As a moose hunter, you are responsible for properly identifying your target and only 
harvesting a moose that you or a person you are party hunting with has a valid tag for. 
Evaluating multiple physical characteristics of the moose will better enable you to  
correctly identify the age/sex of the moose before harvesting it. If in doubt, do not shoot.

An adult moose (cow or bull) is a moose that is at least one year old at the time of the hunt. 
A calf moose is a moose that is less than one year old at the time of the hunt.

~~ FISHand O • ~ 
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http://ontario.ca/MooseID


Moose

Last Year’s Moose Tag Allocation Process Results

• 84,506 hunters applied
• 16,408 tags were available in the primary

allocation
• 9,675 tags were available in the second

chance allocation

14,912 tags were awarded overall, including:
• 99% of bull tags
• 89% of cow/calf tags
• 86% of calf tags

Of the applicants awarded tags:
• 11% were awarded by random draw

(points not  applicable (N/A))
• 44% had 0–4 points
• 26% had 5–9 points
• 10% had 10–14 points
• 6% had 15–19 points
• 3% had 20–24 points
• 1% had 25–31 points

The average minimum points required for a tag 
in 2023 decreased by 0.3 points in the primary 
allocation (7.1 to 6.8) and increased by 0.2 
points in the second chance allocation 
(6.3 to 6.5) compared to 2022.

Of the tags awarded in the primary allocation, 
those awarded to first-choice applicants 
(Choice 1) included:

• 99% of bull tags
• 87% of cow/calf tags
• 72% of calf tags

Of the tags awarded in the second chance 
allocation, those awarded to first-choice 
applicants (Choice 1) included:

• 94% of bull tags
• 75% of cow/calf tags
• 54% of calf tags

The overall percentage of awarded tags  
that were claimed:

• 82% of bull tags
• 74% of cow/calf tags
• 71% of calf tags

See pages 67-72 for more information on last 
year’s moose tag allocation process results.

Points of applicants
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Bull Tags Cow/Calf Tags Calf Tags

Change in minimum points required 2022 to 2023
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f t
ag
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s

Tags awarded by points of applicants in 2023. Most tags were 
awarded to applicants with relatively few points.

Change in minimum points required (MPR) 2022 to 2023 
(primary allocation). Being awarded most tag types required
the same number of points (change in MPR = 0) or required 
fewer points (change <0) in 2023 compared to 2022.
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Moose — What to Consider When You Apply

• Last year’s minimum points required for each tag type 
in the primary and second chance allocation stages
is available in the tables on p. 68-72. The minimum
points required may vary from year to year based
on tag quotas and the number of points of each
applicant.

• There is no guarantee you will be awarded a tag if
you have the minimum points required for a tag last
year. This information is provided to help hunters
understand when you may have enough points for
your preferred tag type and to apply strategically.

• For most tag types a tie-breaking random draw
was required to award the remaining tags among
applicants that were tied at the minimum points
required. You may have had the same number of
points as the minimum points required but were
unsuccessful in a tie-breaking random draw.

• Your second choice will not be considered for a tag
type where all available tags were awarded to first-
choice applicants, regardless of how many points you
have. For second choices to be considered, all of the
first-choice applicants for that tag type need to have
been awarded tags.

• Similarly, your third choice will not be considered for a
tag type where all available tags were awarded to first- 
or second-choice applicants, regardless of how many
points you have. For third choices to be considered, all
of the first- and second-choice applicants for that tag
type need to have been awarded tags.

• If you are awarded a tag on your first choice, then 
your second and third choices are not considered in
that allocation stage. Similarly, if you are awarded a 
tag on your second choice, your third choice is not
considered in that allocation stage.

• The results tables can also be used to predict which
tag types may remain available for second and
third choices in either allocation stage. Minimum
points required values with an asterisk (*) indicate
that there were tags still available after all first-
choice applicants had been awarded a tag. These
are the tag types most likely to be available when
considering second- and third-choices. Tag types
without an asterisk had all available tags awarded
to first-choice applicants. If you desire one of these
tag types, you should select it as your first choice.

• Your first, second and third choices of the primary
allocation, and your first choice of the second
chance allocation will require you to use all of your
points to claim a tag. Your second and third choices
of the second chance allocation do not require you
to use your points to claim a tag.

• Consider other hunters when applying to the
second chance allocation. A tag you are awarded
in the primary allocation that you choose not to
claim will be made available in the second chance
allocation, but being awarded a tag in the second
chance allocation that you don’t claim removes
that hunting opportunity from other hunters and
may mean they miss the moose hunt entirely.
Please don’t apply for a tag you won’t claim.

• If you are not willing to use your points on a tag in
the second chance allocation, then you can apply
to WMU “99Z” (hunt code “999”) with your first
choice and still enter a second (and third) choice.

• Learn more about what to consider when you
apply at ontario.ca/MooseTagProcess.

• More detailed moose tag allocation results are
available through ontario.ca/moose.

Notes for tables on p. 68-72: WMUs not listed did not have a quota of that type last year. Second Chance 
Minimum Points Required is not applicable (N/A) where there were no Second Chance Tags Available. The 
minimum points required values include the Northern Ontario preference point (p. 61). Minimum Points 
Required values with an asterisk (*) are tag types that were available after all first-choice applicants had 
been awarded a tag. Values without an asterisk had all available tags awarded to first-choice applicants.  
For WMU 18B “bow” tags are for the bows and muzzle-loading guns only season.

Tags in far Northern Ontario (e.g. WMUs 1A, 1C, 1D, 2, 16A, 16C, 17, 18B and 25) may be in relatively low 
demand and awarded to hunters with few points, but moose in all or large parts of these WMUs cannot be 
accessed by road. Any road-accessible areas of such WMUs may have higher than expected hunter numbers
and lower hunter success rates. Please consider these aspects when planning a moose hunt in such WMUs.
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MooseMoose — Last Year’s Bull Gun Tag Allocation Results

WMU Primary 
Quota

Primary 
Minimum 

Points 
Required

Second 
Chance 

Tags 
Available

Second 
Chance 

Minimum 
Points 

Required
1A 34 0* 32 0*
1C 256 0* 137 0*
1D 46 0 27 0*
2 99 1 52 1
3 114 5 48 4
4 107 5 51 4
5 63 8 25 8
6 1 8 1 8
7B 1 7 0 N/A
8 6 9 2 8
9A 7 11 1 10
9B 7 9 2 8
11A 26 7 7 7
11B 11 9 3 9
12A 31 8 12 8
12B 55 9 17 9
13 11 11 1 11
14 18 5 9 4
15A 80 8 33 7
15B 544 4 274 3
16A 161 0 70 0*
16B 133 4 73 3
16C 92 2 50 2
17 31 7 7 8
18A 15 9 7 7
18B 25 3 6 4
19 200 5 85 4
21A 226 5 104 4
21B 130 8 48 8
22 25 10 13 9
23 76 9 29 7
24 56 11 22 10
25 36 4 15 4
26 32 10 12 10

WMU Primary 
Quota

Primary 
Minimum 

Points 
Required

Second 
Chance 

Tags 
Available

Second 
Chance 

Minimum 
Points 

Required
27 45 11 14 11
28 156 15 42 14
29 18 20 2 19
30 71 16 24 13
31 64 17 14 16
32 40 12 19 11
33 17 9 4 9
34 20 12 9 11
35 73 15 30 12
36 28 21 8 19
37 21 18 5 16
38 75 15 28 14
39 43 20 11 20
40 37 21 7 20
41 58 23 15 22
42 38 24 8 24
46 39 11 17 10
47 39 20 7 20
48 15 25 4 24
49 57 20 13 19
50 11 19 2 20
53 32 13 9 12
54 31 13 6 13
55A 6 20 1 18
55B 3 18 2 16
56 44 15 12 14
57 12 18 3 18
58 3 14 1 15
60 66 17 19 16
61 22 16 2 16
62 7 16 1 16
63 34 15 12 15
Total 3,980 1,626
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Moose — Last Year’s Cow/Calf Gun Tag Allocation Results

WMU Primary 
Quota

Primary 
Minimum

Points 
Required

Second 
Chance 

Tags 
Available

Second 
Chance 

Minimum 
Points 

Required

 

1A 29 0* 28 0*
1C 230 0* 191 0*
1D 53 0* 48 0*
2 178 0* 129 0*
3 219 1 101 1
4 134 2 67 1
5 75 4 35 4
6 1 6 0 N/A
7B 1 5 1 7
8 7 5 3 6
9A 6 7 3 8
9B 6 7 0 N/A
11A 18 3 6 5
11B 8 7 1 10
12A 17 6 11 6
12B 34 7 16 7
13 10 10 2 10
14 24 1 12 1
15A 88 5 36 4
15B 639 1 330 1
16A 190 0* 144 0*
16B 269 0* 200 0*
16C 192 0* 153 0*
17 106 0* 71 0*
18A 15 4 7 4
18B 32 1 16 1
19 145 2 76 2
21A 333 2 177 1
21B 129 6 59 5
22 24 8 8 8
23 54 6 23 6
24 47 8 17 8
25 49 0 24 0*
26 37 5 16 5

WMU Primary
Quota

 Primary 
Minimum 

Points 
Required

Second 
Chance 

Tags 
Available

Second 
Chance 

Minimum 
Points 

Required
27 37 8 18 8
28 114 12 47 12
29 27 14 10 15
30 48 10 17 11
31 46 12 17 12
32 30 8 17 8
33 11 7 5 6
34 16 7 7 9
35 51 9 19 8
36 16 11 9 11
37 9 16 3 15
38 33 13 11 12
39 35 14 11 14
40 38 14 11 14
41 24 20 5 21
42 25 21 8 19
46 16 8 7 7
47 24 17 6 18
48 6 23 3 22
49 26 16 11 17
50 6 17 2 17
53 18 12 7 12
54 10 12 5 12
55A 3 17 2 15
55B 2 15 2 13
56 26 13 9 13
57 6 15 2 16
58 2 11 0 N/A
60 30 14 14 14
61 12 14 3 15
62 6 16 1 15
63 13 14 6 13
Total 4,165 2,306
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MooseMoose – Bow Hunting Guaranteed Group SizeMoose — Last Year’s Bull Bow Tag Allocation Results

WMU Primary
Quota

 Primary 
Minimum 

Points 
Required

Second 
Chance 

Tags 
Available

Second 
Chance 

Minimum
Points 

Required

 

2 36 1 19 0
3 18 4 2 5
4 28 5 10 5
5 10 7 1 7
8 2 7 2 7
9A 2 6 1 5
9B 3 7 1 6
11A 5 9 1 8
11B 5 7 0 N/A
12A 7 7 1 6
12B 9 9 4 8
13 2 11 0 N/A
14 13 5 5 5
15A 34 6 16 6
15B 51 6 22 5
18A 3 8 1 12
18B 2 13 1 9
19 71 6 34 5
21A 19 7 8 6
21B 29 9 13 8
22 6 10 2 9
23 28 9 13 7
24 26 9 13 8
27 5 10 3 9
28 24 12 5 12
29 17 15 6 14
30 14 11 5 8
31 9 14 4 12

WMU Primary Primary Second Second 
Quota Minimum Chance Chance 

Points Tags Minimum 
Required Available Points 

Required
32 6 10 2 9
33 2 9 0 N/A
35 12 11 4 10
36 4 8 1 8
37 3 12 1 11
38 14 11 7 10
39 11 15 3 12
40 7 15 1 14
41 11 18 5 18
42 7 14 4 14
46 5 8 3 6
47 7 16 2 15
48 25 16 6 16
49 8 12 3 11
50 2 14 0 N/A
53 4 13 2 9
54 4 10 1 9
55A 2 13 1 16
55B 2 12 1 11
56 7 9 3 10
57 8 12 2 13
58 4 12 1 13
60 10 11 6 10
61 3 14 1 12
62 3 9 1 9
63 3 13 1 11
65 33 5 15 4
Total 685 270
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Moose — Last Year’s Cow/Calf Bow Tag Allocation Results

WMU Primary 
Quota

Primary 
Minimum

Points 
Required

Second 
Chance 

Tags 
Available

 
Second 
Chance 

Minimum 
Points 

Required
2 28 0* 28 0*
3 37 0* 29 0*
4 59 0* 58 0*
5 28 0* 21 0*
8 5 0* 0 N/A
9A 4 1 2 0*
9B 8 0* 7 0*
11A 21 0* 19 0*
11B 7 0* 5 1
12A 15 0* 11 0*
12B 19 0* 11 0*
13 5 1 2 1
14 19 0* 14 0*
15A 57 0* 46 0*
15B 85 0* 66 0*
18A 4 2 4 1
18B 4 3 2 7
19 68 0* 51 0*
21A 35 0* 18 0*
21B 36 1 23 1
22 10 2 6 0*
23 24 2 17 2
24 21 2 12 2
27 9 3 6 3
28 42 2 19 1
29 85 1 44 1
30 9 1 5 3
31 16 2 11 0*

WMU Primary 
Quota

Primary 
Minimum 

Points 
Required

Second 
Chance 

Tags 
Available

Second 
Chance 

Minimum 
Points 

Required
32 9 0* 6 0*
33 3 0* 3 0*
35 13 1 7 0
36 3 1 3 2
37 2 6 2 1
38 18 3 12 0*
39 12 3 4 5
40 6 1 4 3
41 13 7 6 6
42 6 7 2 10

46 5 1 2 4
47 9 6 4 6
48 32 8 15 7
49 11 7 7 6
50 2 10 1 10
53 5 5 3 7
54 3 5 2 6
55A 4 8 2 6
55B 4 9 2 4
56 9 4 6 4
57 9 7 5 7
58 5 3 2 6
60 9 5 2 11
61 3 6 1 6
62 2 6 1 0
63 3 6 0 N/A
65 65 1 29 1
Total 1,025 670
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Moose — Last Year’s Calf Tag Allocation Results

WMU Primary 
Quota

Primary 
Minimum 

Points 
Required

Second 
Chance 

Tags 
Available

Second 
Chance 

Minimum
Points 

Required

 

1A 30 0* 27 0*
1C 192 0* 192 0*
1D 33 0* 33 0*
2 115 0* 115 0*
3 184 0* 169 0*
4 193 0* 177 0*
5 119 0* 85 0*
6 2 0* 0 N/A
7A 1 0 0 N/A
7B 3 3 0 N/A
8 18 0* 14 0*
9A 14 0 10 0*
9B 13 0* 6 1
11A 62 0* 46 0*
11B 24 0* 15 0*
12A 53 0* 36 0*
12B 93 0 51 0*
13 22 2 15 2
14 48 0* 45 0*
15A 187 0* 139 0*
15B 579 0* 511 0*
16A 158 0* 158 0*
16B 201 0* 199 0*
16C 120 0* 118 0*
17 53 0* 49 0*
18A 9 0 5 0*
18B 14 0* 11 0*
19 154 0* 127 0*
21A 174 0* 126 0*
21B 178 0* 112 0*
22 70 0* 48 0*
23 144 0* 108 0*
24 133 0* 89 0*
25 33 0* 24 0*
26 44 0* 33 0*

WMU Primary 
Quota

Primary 
Minimum 

Points 
Required

Second 
Chance 

Tags 
Available

Second 
Chance 

Minimum 
Points 

Required
27 83 0 44 1
28 447 0 232 0*
29 111 1 68 1
30 168 0* 119 0*
31 170 1 87 0*
32 110 0* 68 0*
33 22 1 14 0*
34 38 0* 25 0*
35 164 0* 97 0*
36 73 1 43 0*
37 37 2 15 2
38 183 0* 125 0*
39 152 1 90 0*
40 93 2 58 0
41 186 3 120 2
42 93 7 58 4
46 38 2 30 0
47 112 7 69 4
48 38 7 26 6
49 162 6 111 4
50 27 11 10 11
53 51 5 31 6
54 52 6 40 5
55A 7 9 4 7
55B 5 7 3 8
56 128 5 99 3
57 29 5 18 4
58 9 6 6 3
59 3 6 2 2
60 161 4 113 1
61 49 7 34 5
62 18 4 9 2
63 51 5 33 4
65 13 0 4 1
Total 6,553 4,798
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Moose — Tag Allocation Process Hunt Codes

WMU Bull 
Gun

Cow/
calf 
Gun

Calf All 
Seasons

Bull 
Bow

Cow/ 
calf 
Bow

1A  400 401 402 N/A  N/A
1C 403 404 405 N/A  N/A
1D 406 407 408 N/A  N/A
2  409 410 411  412 413
3 414 415 416 417 418
4 419 420 421 422 423
5  424 425 426 427 428
6  429 430 431 432 433
7A^  N/A N/A  434 435 436
7B 437 438 439 440 441
8 442 443 444 445 446
9A 447 448 449 450 451
9B  452 453 454 455 456
11A 457 458 459 460 461
11B 462 463 464 465 466
12A 467 468 469 470 471
12B 472 473 474 475 476
13 477 478 479 480 481
14 482 483 484 485 486
15A  487 488 489 490 491
15B 492 493 494 495 496
16A 497 498 499 N/A  N/A
16B  500 501 502 N/A  N/A
16C 503 504 505 N/A  N/A
17 506 507 508 N/A  N/A
18A 509 510 511 512 513
18B^  514 515 516 517 518
19 519 520 521 522 523
21A  524 525 526 527 528
21B 529 530 531 532 533
22  534 535 536 537 538
23  539 540 541 542 543
24 544 545 546 547 548
25 549 550 551 N/A  N/A
26  552 553 554 N/A  N/A

WMU Bull 
Gun

Cow/
calf 
Gun

Calf All 
Seasons

Bull 
Bow

Cow/ 
calf 
Bow

27 555 556 557 558 559
28 560 561 562 563 564
29 565 566 567 568 569
30  570 571 572 573 574
31  575 576 577 578 579
32 580 581 582 583 584
33 585 586 587 588 589
34 590 591 592 N/A N/A
35  593 594 595 596 597
36 598 599 600 601 602
37 603 604 605 606 607
38 608 609 610 611 612
39 613 614 615 616 617
40 618 619 620 621 622
41 623 624 625 626 627
42 628 629 630 631 632
46 633 634 635 636 637
47  638 639 640 641 642
48 643 644 645 646 647
49  648 649 650 651 652
50  653 654 655 656 657
53 658 659 660 661 662
54 663 664 665 666 667
55A 668 669 670 671 672
55B  673 674 675 676 677
56 678 679 680 681 682
57  683 684 685 686 687
58 688 689 690 691 692
59 693 694 695 696 697
60 698 699 700 701 702
61 703 704 705 706 707
62 708 709 710 711 712
63 713 714 715 716 717
65  N/A N/A 718 719 720

^ for these WMUs, “bow tags” are for the bows and muzzle-loading guns only season.
“N/A” indicates the WMU does not have the applicable season.
Note: Not all hunt codes listed may have a quota. Check quotas online at ontario.ca/MooseQuotas or by 
calling 1-800-288-1155.
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Elk Elk 

Elk Season

Wildlife Management Unit Resident – Open Season
57, 58, 60-62, 63A September 16 – September 29

Note: There is no open season for non-residents. Elk tags are valid for Harvest Areas, which are areas 
smaller than Wildlife Management Units. Hunt codes for Harvest Areas are provided in this section (p.76).

Elk Hunting Requirements 

Anyone wishing to hunt elk in Ontario must have 
the following: 
• Outdoors Card
• Elk Licence listed on your licence summary
• Elk Tag (for appropriate season, harvest area and

type of elk) or be party hunting with a person
who has a valid elk tag in accordance with the
modified party hunting rules for elk

• proof of firearm accreditation if you are hunting
with a gun

For a chance to hunt elk, a resident hunter must apply 
to the draw for a tag and pay the draw application fee. 
No refund of application fees is granted to an applicant 
who is unsuccessful in the draw.

Elk Hunting Regulations

Tagging and Transporting

Go to the Tags section (p.19) for details on 
tagging and transporting. Additional information 
on shipping and exporting can be found in the 
General Regulations section (p.37). 

Mandatory Hunter Reporting

Go to the Mandatory Hunter Reporting section 
(p.22) for details on timelines and how to submit 
your report.

A message from Ontario’s conservation officers
It is an offence to shoot an animal you are not authorized to hunt.
Use binoculars to make sure of your target and confirm the area 
behind the game is safe.

Call 1-877-847-7667 to report. 
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Elk

Firearms

Big game, including elk, may only be hunted with 
a firearm (this includes bows). When hunting elk, 
you may only use or carry a firearm of the type 
permitted for hunting elk at that time in that 
WMU. Specifications on the firearms, ammunition, 
arrows and broadheads that are permitted when 
hunting elk are found in the General Regulations 
section (begins on p.28). 

Modified Party Hunting for Elk

Party hunting rules are listed in the General 
Regulations section (p.32). Additional party 
hunting rules apply for elk, which include:
• a person may only party hunt with the holder

of an elk tag if they are part of the tag holder’s
hunting group, with the validation number listed
on their licence. Hunters wishing to party hunt
for elk must apply to the elk draw as a group
and list all members on the same application

• party hunting for elk is limited to a maximum of
four hunters (including the tag holder, but not
including apprentice hunters)

• multiple parties may not hunt cooperatively

Dogs

Dogs may not be used to hunt elk. Dogs may  
be used to track an elk that has been wounded 
during a lawful hunt. Go to the General 
Regulations section (p.33) for details.

Elk Hunting on Private Property

If you wish to hunt elk on private land, you must 
carry your valid elk licence and the written 
consent of the landowner on the form provided 
by the MNRF. Forms are available for download 
online at ontario.ca/HuntElk. 
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Are you hunting big game? 

Make sure you carry: 

Outdoors Card 

Licence Summary Listing the Licence for the 
species you are hunting (printed or PDF saved 
to your charged mobile device) 

your tag for the species you are hunting 
(printed), or be party hunting with a person 
who has a printed tag 

proof of firearms accreditation if you are 
hunting with a gun 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/apply-hunt-elk
http://ontario.ca/hunting


Elk 

Harvest Areas, Hunt Codes and Tag Quotas 
for Elk Draw 

For the purposes of harvest management, elk tags 
are valid for areas smaller than a WMU, referred 
to as Harvest Areas. For a chance to hunt elk, you 
must apply to the elk draw for a tag and pay the 
draw application fee. Applicants cannot select 
a bull or cow tag type; these will be randomly 
assigned. For further instructions on how to apply 
to the elk draw, go to the How to Apply to Hunt 
Big Game section (p.38).

Note: Hunters who are successful in the elk draw 
and are issued an elk tag are not eligible to receive 
another elk tag in their name for five years, but 
may continue to be listed as a member of a group 
and party hunt for elk during this time.

Harvest Area 1: The part of WMU 57 west of a line 
formed by highway 62 south of Maynooth and 
highway 127 north of Maynooth. 
• Hunt Code: 100
• Bull Tag Quota: 0
• Cow Tag Quota: 0

Harvest Area 2: The part of WMU 57 east of a line 
formed by highway 62 south of Maynooth and 
highway 127 north of Maynooth. 
• Hunt Code: 101
• Bull Tag Quota: 2
• Cow Tag Quota: 2

Harvest Area 3: The part of WMU 58 south and
west of the Madawaska River. 
• Hunt Code: 110
• Bull Tag Quota: 0
• Cow Tag Quota: 0
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Elk

Harvest Area 4: The part of WMU 60 east of 
highway 28.
• Hunt Code: 120
• Bull Tag Quota: 0
• Cow Tag Quota: 0

Harvest Area 5: The part of WMU 61 north of the
northern edge of the Hydro One transmission 
line running through Tudor, Grimsthorpe and 
Effingham Townships.

 

• Hunt Code: 130
• Bull Tag Quota: 2
• Cow Tag Quota: 2

Harvest Area 6: The part of WMU 61 south of the 
northern edge of the Hydro One transmission 
line running through Tudor, Grimsthorpe and 
Effingham Townships.
• Hunt Code: 131
• Bull Tag Quota: 2
• Cow Tag Quota: 2

Harvest Area 7: The part of WMU 62 north of 
highway 7.
• Hunt Code: 140
• Bull Tag Quota: 0
• Cow Tag Quota: 0

Harvest Area 8: The part of WMU 63A west of the 
former K&P Railway line.
• Hunt Code: 150
• Bull Tag Quota: 0
• Cow Tag Quota: 0

Last Year’s Elk Draw Summary

General Draw Statistics

• 12 total tags available
• 2,111 total applicants entered in the draw

First Choice Applications by Area

• Area 2, WMU 57: 678
• Area 5, WMU 61: 798
• Area 6, WMU 61: 635

Elk Tag Transfers

A transfer of an elk tag can only occur within a group 
of hunters that applied to the draw as a group. 
Groups are permitted one automatic transfer each 
year. You can complete automatic tag transfers 
yourself by accessing your account in the Fish and 
Wildlife Licensing Service from August 1 to 19 or 
by visiting a participating ServiceOntario. Beginning 
August 20, tag transfers can only be completed at 
a participating ServiceOntario with an application, 
and the return of the original elk tag if it has been 
printed from the Fish and Wildlife Licensing Service. 
After the season opens, the transfer of an elk tag will 
only be considered under specific circumstances, 
approved by MNRF. 
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Black BearBlack BearBlack Bear

Black Bear Seasons

Wildlife Management Unit Resident and Non-Resident - Open Season
1A, 1C, 1D, 2-6, 7A^, 7B, 8-10, 11A, 11B, 12-19, 
21-50, 53-64, 66-69, 71-76 

May 1 to June 15 

82A*, 83, 84* May 1 to May 7 
1A, 1C, 1D, 2-6, 7A^, 7B, 8-10, 11A, 11B, 12-19, 
21-45 

August 15 to October 31 

46, 47, 49, 50, 53, 64, 66, 67, 69, 71-76 September 3 to November 30 
48, 54-63, 68 September 1 to November 30 

^ only bows and muzzle-loading guns are permitted in WMU 7A.
* indicates bear hunting is only permitted in the geographic townships of Keppel and Sarawak in WMU

82A, the geographic township of Amabel in WMU 84.
Note: The shooting of cubs or female bears accompanied by a cub is not permitted during the spring season.

Black Bear Hunting Requirements

Anyone wishing to hunt black bear must have the 
following: 
• Outdoors Card
• Black Bear Licence listed on your Licence

Summary
• Black Bear Tag or be party hunting with

a person who has a valid bear tag
• proof of firearm accreditation if you are hunting

with a gun

In addition, non-residents are also required to 
have a black bear hunting validation certificate.

Note: A licensed trapper is permitted to hunt black 
bear under the authority of the Trapping Licence. 

Black Bear Hunting Regulations

Tagging and Transporting

Go to the Tags section (p.19) for details on tagging 
and transporting. Black Bear licences and tags are 
valid for both the spring or fall season. 

Mandatory Hunter Reporting 

Go to the Mandatory Hunter Reporting section 
(p.22) for details on timelines and how to submit 
your report. Resident hunters should note that the 
reporting requirements have changed.

78 Hunting Regulations Summary 2024 • 2025



Black Bear

Firearms

Big game, including black bears, may only be 
hunted with a firearm (includes bows). If you are 
hunting deer or moose at the same time that you 
are hunting black bear, you must only use or carry
(on your person, in a vehicle or boat) a firearm of 
the type permitted for deer or moose, as the case
may be, at that time in that WMU. Specifications 
on the firearms, ammunition, arrows and 
broadheads that are permitted when hunting 
black bear are found in the General Regulations 
section (begins on p.28). 

 

 

Party Hunting for Black Bears

Party hunting is permitted during the bear season 
under a set of specific conditions. The list of 
conditions are listed in the General Regulations 
section (p.32). 

Bait Placement

During the spring and fall black bear seasons, bait 
may not be placed for the purpose of bear hunting 
within:
• 500 metres of a dwelling, unless written

permission is obtained from the owner of the
dwelling

• 500 metres of a public building
• 30 metres of a right of way for public vehicular

traffic or a sign posted/marked recreational
trail that is established and maintained by an
organization for the general public

Other Regulations 

It is illegal to: 
• possess a bear gallbladder that has been

separated from the carcass
• let spoil or to abandon the flesh of any

harvested game wildlife, including black bear,
that is suitable for food

• hunt black bears within 400 metres of a waste
disposal site, regardless of whether the land is
Crown or private

• shoot or interfere with black bears in their
dens, or damage or destroy their dens

Note: anyone wanting to provide black bear 
hunting services (e.g. guiding or baiting) to 
resident hunters in a Bear Management Area 
(BMA) must possess a licence to provide black 
bear hunting services that allows them to provide 
services within that BMA.

Export and Shipping

Go to the General Regulations section (p.37) for 
information on import, export and shipping.

In some instances, both a Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 
Fauna and Flora (CITES) and a provincial export 
permit are required. A resident or non-resident 
black bear hunter wishing to export a black 
bear out of Canada must contact Environment 
and Climate Change Canada (p.94) to arrange 
to obtain a Canadian CITES export permit. It is 
recommended to apply well in advance of the trip 
and apply for permits for all CITES listed species 
that you may harvest. Please allow up to 21 days 
to obtain a permit. 

A Canadian CITES export permit is required for 
taxidermy mounts, black bear organs and other 
parts (e.g., baculum). Note: It is illegal to be in 
possession of a black bear gallbladder. 

A CITES permit is not required for U.S. or Canadian 
resident black bear hunters transporting their 
black bear hunting trophy consisting of the hide, 
hide with paws and claws attached, skull and/or 
meat in a fresh, frozen or salted condition back to 
the U.S. or through the U.S. en route to another 
part of Canada at the conclusion of their hunt.  
The hunter must be accompanying the black  
bear in these cases. 

In some countries and provinces, importation 
of black bears is regulated; requirements for 
importation should be determined by the exporter 
prior to shipment. 
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Black Bear

Second Black Bear Tags 

WMU-specific black bear second tags may be 
available to resident bear hunters in WMUs where 
population levels permit. The second tag allows 
you to harvest a second black bear in the WMU 
specified on the tag. A second tag purchased in 
the spring can be used in either the spring or fall 
season. A black bear licence is required before a 
second tag can be purchased. A second tag can 
be used before the tag received with the licence 
is filled. These tags are available through the Fish 
and Wildlife Licensing Service. Second tags are 
available April 15, visit ontario.ca/HuntingUpdates 
or a participating ServiceOntario at that time for 
information on WMUs where second tags are 
available.  

Non-Resident Hunting Regulations 

All non-residents are required to hunt through an 
operator licensed to provide black bear hunting 
services (e.g., guiding and baiting services). 

To hunt a black bear in Ontario non-residents 
must have an Outdoors Card, a non-resident black 
bear licence, a bear tag and a black bear hunting 
validation certificate. The non-resident black bear 
licence is valid in both the spring and fall seasons. 

A black bear hunting validation certificate must 
be obtained from the licensed bear operator who 
has been contracted to provide black bear hunting 
services to the non-resident client.

A non-resident hunter must hunt only in the areas 
designated on the black bear hunting validation 
certificate issued by the operator. These areas 
can include Crown or private land located within a 
BMA and private land located within a WMU listed 
on the operator’s licence. The operator’s licence 
does not permit the operator to provide bear 
hunting services on private land located within a 
BMA licensed to another operator. The operator 
must have the landowner’s permission in order to 
provide black bear hunting services to clients on 
private land.

Black Bear Population Surveys

Barbed Wire Hair Trap (BWHT) Survey stations may 
be established in several WMUs and monitored 
weekly from mid-May to the end of June. If you 
encounter a survey station, for your safety and the 
integrity of the data, please do not disturb  
the station.

80 Hunting Regulations Summary 2024 • 2025

https://www.ontario.ca/page/hunting-notices-and-updates


Black Bear

Voluntary Black Bear Tooth Submission

All successful black bear hunters are encouraged 
to submit two premolar teeth from each black 
bear harvested to assist in determining the age 
structure of local bear populations. Along with 
the submitted teeth, please provide the following 
information: 

1. sex of harvested bear,

2. WMU within which the bear was harvested.

If you would like to receive an Ontario Bear Hunter 
Crest and the age of the bear harvested as a thank 
you, please include your Outdoors Card number, in 
addition to the items listed above.

Resident black bear hunters can submit teeth and 
the information listed above in the mail to: 
• Big Game Harvest Assessment Program

Natural Resources Information Section  
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 
1350 High Falls Road 
Bracebridge, ON, P1L 0L1

Non-residents can submit teeth to their operator who 
will submit the teeth to the MNRF on your behalf. 

Information derived from hunters’ reports 
and hunter-submitted teeth contributes to 
assessments of the sustainability of black bear 
harvests and helps our scientists to address 
various questions about black bear ecology and 
management. Specifically, we use the hunter-
reported sex and age estimated from the teeth  
to calculate the percentages of females, and of 
adult females, in the harvest. This information 
is used to help us better manage Ontario’s black 
bear population.

Personal information is collected under the 
authority of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act, 
1997, and will be used to fulfill your request for an 
Ontario Bear Hunter Crest. The crest will be mailed 
to the existing address on file (collected when the 
bear licence was purchased). Questions about the 
collection and use of this personal information 

should be directed to: Licensing and Client  
Services Section, Fish and Wildlife Services Branch, 
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry, 
300 Water Street, Peterborough, Ontario, K9J 8M5, 
at 1-800-387-7011.

How to Extract Teeth

The first premolar is a small, single-rooted peg-like 
tooth located just behind the canines. Premolar 
teeth are most easily extracted shortly after the 
animal has been killed while the jaw is still pliable. 
Care should be taken when extracting the tooth 
to ensure that the root is not broken. To remove 
the tooth, push the blade of a knife down along all 
sides of the tooth between it and the gum. Gently 
loosen the tooth by rocking it back and forth using 
the canine for leverage, then carefully remove the 
tooth using pliers. Avoid cleaning teeth by scraping 
or boiling as it limits the ability to obtain the 
necessary data.

Aging Premolars

To age a tooth, a thin section is taken from the root 
of each tooth. The section is then stained to make 
it easy to see the rings of the tooth. Just like rings in 
a tree, the rings visible on the root of the tooth can 
be counted to indicate the age of the bear.
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Small Game and Furbearing MammalsWild Turkey

Spring Wild Turkey Season – Shotgun or Bow

Wildlife Management Unit Resident and Non-Resident - 
Open Season

Bag Limit

36, 42, 45, 46-50, 53-65, 66A, 67-82, 
83A, 84-95

April 25 to May 31 One bearded turkey, per tag

Note: A hunter may purchase a maximum of two spring wild turkey tags (only valid for bearded turkey). 
Two bearded wild turkeys may not be taken on the same day. Turkey hunting during the spring season is 
restricted to 1/2 hour before sunrise to 7:00 p.m.

Fall Wild Turkey Season – Shotgun or Bow

Wildlife Management Unit Resident and Non-Resident - 
Open Season

Bag Limit

59, 60, 63, 64, 65, 66A, 67-70, 72-78, 
80–82, 84-87, 89-94 

October 15 to October 27 One wild turkey 

Fall Wild Turkey Season – Bow

Wildlife Management Unit Resident and Non-Resident - 
Open Season

Bag Limit

59, 60, 63, 64, 65, 66A, 67-70, 72-78, 
80–82, 84-87, 89-94

October 1 to October 31 One wild turkey 

Note: A hunter may only purchase one fall wild turkey tag (valid for either a male or female) and may only 
harvest one turkey during the fall seasons.
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Small Game and Furbearing Mammals

Turkey Hunting Requirements 

Anyone wishing to hunt wild turkeys must have 
the following:
• Outdoors Card
• Small Game Licence listed on your Licence

Summary or on the back of your Outdoors Card
• Wild Turkey Tag (for the appropriate

spring/fall season)
• proof of firearm accreditation if you are hunting

with a gun

Wild Turkey Hunting Regulations

Tagging and Transporting

Up to two spring tags may be purchased per 
hunter. Two birds may not be taken on the same 
day. Only one fall tag is permitted per hunter. 

Go to the Tags section (p.19) for details on tagging 
and transporting. Information on shipping and 
exporting can be found in the General Regulations 
section (p.37).

Mandatory Hunter Reporting

Go to the Mandatory Hunter Reporting section 
(p.22) for details on timelines and how to submit 
your report. 

Firearms

Wild Turkey may be hunted using shotguns 
(including muzzle-loading shotguns) or bows. 
Specifications on the firearms, ammunition, 
arrows and broadheads that are permitted when 
hunting wild turkey are found in the General 
Regulations section (begins on p.28).

Other Regulations

Party hunting is not permitted for wild turkey. 
You are permitted to call wild turkeys for another 
hunter after filling your own tag(s), but you must 
not be in possession of a firearm when doing so. It 
is illegal to use live decoys or electronic calls while 
wild turkey hunting in Ontario.

It is illegal to hunt wild turkey within 400 metres 
(437 yards) of any place where bait has been 
deposited unless the place has been free of bait 
for at least seven days. Bait means corn, wheat, 
oats, other grain, pulse, any other feed that may 
attract wild turkey or any imitation of such feed. 
Standing crops, crops stacked in accordance with 
normal farming practices and grain scattered as 
a result of normal farming operations are not 
considered bait.

Wild Turkey

Key Safety Reminders for Wild Turkey Hunting:

• avoid wearing red, white or blue colours
• make sure any decoy or harvested turkey

is fully concealed
• when choosing a spot to hunt, select a solid

background that is wider than your shoulders
and taller than the top of your head

• it is not safe to stalk a wild turkey – it might
be another hunter calling or you might be
mistaken for a wild turkey yourself

• using a gobble call can be unsafe as other
hunters may mistake you for a wild turkey

• alert other hunters by yelling out in a loud,
clear voice. Do not wave or make turkey sounds

• be sure of your target and beyond
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Small Game and Furbearing MammalsWolf and Coyote

Wolf and Coyote Seasons

Wildlife Management Unit Resident and Non-Resident - 
Open Season

Tag Requirement

1A, 1C, 1D, 2-10, 11A, 11B, 12-41, 42*, 
46, 47, 48*, 49, 50*,53A*, 53B, 54*, 
55*, 56*, 57*, 58*

September 15 to March 31 2024 Wolf/Coyote Tag  
(September 15 to December 31)

2025 Wolf/Coyote Tag 
(January 1 to March 31)

43-45, 59, 60*, 61-74, 75*, 76-95 All year None

*  indicates there are geographic townships where the wolf/coyote season is closed, which include: Airy,
Alice, Allen, Anson, Anstruther, Attlee, Ballantyne, Bevin, Boulter, Boyd, Bruton, Burleigh, Burns, Burwash,
Butt, Caen, Calvin, Cameron, Cardiff, Carlyle, Cavendish, Chandos, Chisholm, Clancy, Clara, Clyde, Cox,
Curtin, Dalton, Dickens, Dieppe, Digby, Dudley, Eden, Eyre, Finlayson, Foster, Franklin, Fraser, Goschen,
Hagarty, Halifax, Hansen, Harburn, Harcourt, Harvey, Havelock, Head, Herschel, Humboldt, Killarney,
Kilpatrick, Lauder, Laura, Livingstone, Longford, Lutterworth, Maria, McClintock, McClure, McCraney,
McKay, Minden, Monmouth, Murchison, Papineau, Paxton, Petawawa, Richards, Rolph, Roosevelt, Ryde,
Sabine, Sale, Secord, Servos, Sinclair, Struthers, Tilton, Truman, Waldie and Wylie.

Wolf and Coyote Hunting Requirements 

Anyone wishing to hunt wolf or coyote must have 
the following:
• Outdoors Card
• Small Game Licence listed on your Licence

Summary or on the back of your Outdoors Card
• Wolf/Coyote Tag (in WMUs where a tag is

required) valid for the current calendar year
• proof of firearm accreditation if you are hunting

with a gun

Wolf and Coyote Hunting Regulations 

Residents and non-residents may purchase a maximum 
of two wolf/coyote tags per calendar year. The tags 
may be purchased separately or at the same time.

It is illegal to hunt or trap wolf or coyote in the 
areas within and surrounding Algonquin Provincial 
Park, Killarney Provincial Park, Queen Elizabeth II 
Wildlands Provincial Park and Kawartha Highlands 
Provincial Park to help protect Algonquin wolf 
(formerly Eastern wolf). 

Go to the wolf and coyote season table (p.84) for 
more details on these specific closures.
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Small Game and Furbearing MammalsWolf and Coyote

Generally, wolves and coyotes cannot be hunted in 
provincial parks or Crown Game Preserves.

Wolves and coyotes are considered furbearing 
mammals. It is illegal to abandon or otherwise 
allow the pelt of a furbearing mammal to spoil 
or be destroyed.

Tagging and Transporting 

Go to the Tags section (p.19) for details on tagging 
and transporting. 

The tag must remain attached to a wolf or coyote 
until the pelt has been skinned off the carcass and 
is being frozen or has been sent for tanning.

Mandatory Hunter Reporting

Go to the Mandatory Hunter Reporting section 
(p.22) for details on timelines and how to submit 
your report.

Firearms

There are no special firearm restrictions, other 
than a maximum calibre restriction, when hunting 
only for wolf or coyote. You cannot carry or use 
a rifle of greater calibre than a .275-calibre rifle, 
except a muzzle-loading gun, in the geographic 
areas of Brant, Chatham-Kent, Durham, Elgin, Essex, 
Haldimand, Halton, Hamilton, Huron, Lambton, 
Middlesex, Niagara, Norfolk, Northumberland, 
Oxford, Peel, Perth, Toronto, Waterloo, Wellington 
or York. A person hunting for wolf or coyote while 
hunting for another species must also ensure they 
are not in possession of a firearm prohibited for 
hunting the other species. For example, go to the 
Small Game and Furbearing Mammals section 
(p.91). For additional details on firearms, go to the 
General Regulations section (begins on p.28).

Party Hunting 

Party hunting for wolves and coyotes is not 
permitted in areas where a tag is required. 

Go to the General Regulations section (p.32) 
for a definition of party hunting. However, you 
may hunt co-operatively, meaning all hunters 
participating must have a valid tag and the 
hunter who harvests the animal must personally 
invalidate their tag in accordance with the tagging 
instructions.

Once you have used your tag, you may not 
continue to participate in the hunt, unless you 
possess a second tag. Once you have used both 
of your tags, you cannot hunt wolf/coyote until 
the following calendar year. It is illegal to use a 
wolf/coyote tag to tag a wolf or coyote taken by 
another hunter.

In areas where a tag is not required and there are 
no harvest limits, you may hunt co-operatively 
in a group without restrictions on the number of 
animals harvested or who can take them. 

Royalty, Export, Shipping and Import

Go to the General Regulations section (p.37) for 
information on import, export and shipping. A 
royalty is payable to the province at the time that 
a person obtains an Export Licence for Furbearing 
Mammals or Their Pelts.

For information on possession of pelts during 
the closed season, go to the Small Game and 
Furbearing Mammals section (p.93).

A Convention on the International Trade of 
Endangered Species (CITES) export permit is 
also required to export all wolves from Canada. 
Contact Environment and Climate Change Canada 
(p.94) to arrange to obtain a Canadian CITES 
export permit. It is recommended to apply well in 
advance of the trip and apply for permits for all 
CITES listed species that you may harvest. Please 
allow up to 21 days to obtain a permit.

In some countries and provinces, importation of 
wolves is regulated; requirements for importation 
should be determined by the exporter prior          
to shipment.
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Small Game and Furbearing MammalsSmall Game and Furbearing Mammals

Ruffed Grouse and Spruce Grouse Seasons

Wildlife Management Unit Resident and Non-Resident - Open 
Season

Limits

1-4, 16-18, 24-27 September 15 to March 31 Combined daily limit of 5 and 
possession limit of 15

5-15, 19-23, 28-50, 53-67, 69B September 15 to December 31 Combined daily limit of 5 and 
possession limit of 15

Ruffed Grouse Seasons  
(no season for Spruce Grouse in these units)

Wildlife Management Unit Resident and Non-Resident - Open 
Season

Limits

68, 73-76, 82-84 September 25 to December 31 Daily limit of 5 and possession 
limit of 15

69A, 70-72, 77-81, 85-95 September 25 to December 31 Daily limit of 2 and possession 
limit of 6

Sharp-tailed Grouse Seasons

Wildlife Management Unit Resident and Non-Resident - Open 
Season

Limits

1-4, 16-18, 24-27 September 15 to March 31 Daily limit of 5 and possession 
limit of 15

5-15, 19-23, 28-35, 38-41 September 15 to December 31 Daily limit of 5 and possession 
limit of 15

36, 37, 42-50, 53-67, 69B September 15 to December 31 Daily limit of 2 and possession 
limit of 6
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Small Game and Furbearing MammalsSmall Game and Furbearing Mammals

Ptarmigan Seasons

Wildlife Management Unit Resident and Non-Resident - Open 
Season

Limits

1-4, 16-18, 24-27 September 15 to March 31 Daily limit of 5 and 
possession limit of 15

Ring-necked Pheasant Seasons 

Wildlife Management Unit Resident and Non-Resident - Open 
Season

Limits

1-4, 16-18, 24-27 September 15 to March 31 Daily limit of 10 and 
possession limit of 10

5-15, 19-23, 28-50, 53-67, 69B September 15 to December 31 Daily limit of 10 and 
possession limit of 10

68, 69A, 70-94 September 25 to December 31 Daily limit of 3 and 
possession limit of 10

95 September 25 to the last day of     
February 

Daily limit of 10 and 
possession limit of 10

Gray (Hungarian) Partridge Seasons

Wildlife Management Unit Resident and Non-Resident - Open 
Season

Limits

36, 37, 42-50, 53-67, 69B September 15 to December 31 Daily limit of 5 and 
possession limit of 15

68, 69A, 70-95 September 25 to December 31 Daily limit of 5 and 
possession limit of 15

Double-crested Cormorant Season

Wildlife Management Unit Resident and Non-resident -Open 
Season 

Limits 

1-50, 53-95 September 15 to December 31 Daily limit of 15 and no 
possession limit

Phragmites plants

Attention waterfowl hunters.
Help protect the areas waterfowl depend on by not using Phragmites as a blind material. 
Phragmites is a restricted invasive species in Ontario. It is illegal to: 
• deposit, release, buy or sell it in Ontario
• bring into, possess or transport within a provincial park or conservation reserve
• launch a watercraft into any body of water in Ontario with aquatic plants

(including Phragmites), animals or algae present or attached

Help stop the spread of Phragmites in Ontario. Learn more at ontario.ca/InvasiveSpecies 

ai170178313566_2024_HuntRegs_InSp_WaterfowlHunter_EN.pdf   1   12/05/2023   8:32:16 AM

87 Hunting Regulations Summary 2024 • 2025

OntarioG 

http://ontario.ca/InvasiveSpecies


Small Game and Furbearing Mammals

Cottontail and European Hare Seasons

Wildlife Management Unit Resident and Non-Resident - Open 
Season

Limits

36, 37, 42-50, 53-67, 69B September 15 to March 31 Daily limits of 5 and 
possession limits of 15

68, 69A, 70-95 September 25 to the last day of  
February 

Daily limits of 5 and 
possession limits of 15

Snowshoe (Varying) Hare Seasons

Wildlife Management Unit Resident and Non-Resident - Open 
Season

Limits

1-50, 53-67, 69B September 15 to March 31 Daily limit of 5 and possession 
limit of 15

68, 69A, 70-95 September 25 to the last day of      
February 

Daily limit of 2 and possession 
limit of 6

Gray (Black) and Fox Squirrel Seasons

Wildlife Management Unit Resident and Non-Resident - Open 
Season

Limits

5-15, 19-23, 28-50, 53-67, 69B September 15 to December 31 Combined daily limit of 5 and 
possession limit of 15

68, 69A, 70-95 September 25 to December 31 Combined daily limit of 5 and 
possession limit of 15

Arctic Fox Seasons

Wildlife Management Unit Resident and Non-Resident - Open Season
1-4, 16-18, 24-27 October 25 to March 31 

Small Game and Furbearing Mammals
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Raccoon and Opossum Seasons 

Wildlife Management Unit Resident and Non-Resident - Open Season
1-50, 53-95 October 5 to January 31 

Red Fox and Skunk Seasons

Wildlife Management Unit Resident and Non-Resident - Open Season
1-35, 38-41 September 15 to the last day of February 
36, 37, 42-50, 53-95 All year 

Weasel Seasons

Wildlife Management Unit Resident and Non-Resident - Open Season
1-50, 53-95 October 25 to the last day of February 

Note: Arctic fox, raccoon, opossum, red fox, skunk, and weasel are considered furbearing mammals, which 
can be harvested under the authority of a Small Game Licence. Generally, furbearing mammals may not be 
hunted in provincial parks and Crown Game Preserves. 

Your hunt of a lifetime can be ruined by the illegal 
act of just one poacher! Every year hunters locate 
the rotting carcasses of unlawfully shot and 
abandoned moose – these are moose that are 
lost to honest hunters and to the tourist industry 
that relies on healthy moose populations.

Protect your moose hunt – it’s your call.
If you have any information about illegally shot 
and wasted moose, deer, or bear or any other 
crime, call Crime Stoppers at

1-800-222-TIPS
All calls to Crime Stoppers remain anonymous and you could be 
eligible for a cash reward.

Don't let poachers
ruin your hunt 
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Falconry Seasons and Limits
Falconry involves the use of trained raptors (birds of prey, such as red-tailed hawk) to hunt small game. All 
falconers must have a valid Small Game Licence. A falconry licence is required to possess falconry birds. 
There are other requirements both for falconry birds and for non-indigenous falconry birds (e.g. leg bands, 
reporting). For a complete list of all native falconry birds and non-indigenous falconry birds that can be 
used for falconry in Ontario, go to ontario.ca/falconry.

Falconry seasons are from September 1 to March 31 for residents and non-residents.

Species Wildlife Management Unit Limits 
Ruffed Grouse and Spruce Grouse 1-50, 53-67, 69B Combined daily limit of 3 and 

possession limit of 15
Ruffed Grouse 68, 73-76, 82-84 Daily limit of 3 and possession 

limit of 15
Ruffed Grouse 69A, 70-72, 77-81, 85-95 Daily limit of 2 and possession 

limit of 6
Sharp-tailed Grouse 1-35, 38-41 Daily limit of 3 and possession 

limit of 15
Sharp-tailed Grouse 36, 37, 42-50, 53-67, 69B Daily limit of 2 and possession 

limit of 6
Ptarmigan 1-4, 16-18, 24-27 Daily limit of 3 and possession 

limit of 15
Ring-necked Pheasant 1-50, 53-95 Daily limit of 2 and possession 

limit of 10
Gray (Hungarian) Partridge 36, 37, 42-50, 53-95 Daily limit of 2 and possession 

limit of 15
Cottontail and European Hare 36, 37, 42-50, 53-95 Daily limit of 5 Cottontail and  

3 European Hare. Possession  
limit of 15 of each species. 

Snowshoe (Varying) Hare 1-50, 53-67, 69B Daily limit of 3 and possession 
limit of 15

Snowshoe (Varying) Hare 68, 69A, 70-95 Daily limit of 2 and possession 
limit of 6

Gray (Black) and Fox Squirrel 5-15, 19-23, 28-50, 53-95 Combined daily limit of 5 and 
possession limit of 15

Bullfrog Seasons 

Wildlife Management Unit Resident and Non-Resident - 
Open Season

Daily and Possession Limit

1-50, 53-59, 72B, 76-95 July 15 to October 15 10
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Small Game and Furbearing Mammal Hunting 
Requirements

Anyone wishing to hunt small game or furbearing 
mammals must have the following:
• Outdoors Card
• Small Game Licence listed on your Licence

Summary or on the back of your Outdoors Card
• proof of firearm accreditation if you are hunting

with a gun

A tag is required for wild turkey, and for wolf/
coyote in select Wildlife Management Units 
(WMU). Go to the Wild Turkey and Wolf/Coyote 
sections for more information.

A municipal licence may also be required for 
hunting ring-necked pheasant, cottontail (rabbit) 
and hare in some municipalities in southwestern 
Ontario. Municipal licences can be obtained from 
the relevant municipal office. Go to the WMU 
maps for more information on where a municipal 
licence is required.

A falconry licence is also required to hunt with 
raptors native to Ontario. 

Additional licensing requirements apply to migratory 
game birds. Go to (p.92) and the Hunting Licence 
Information section (p.15) for more information.

Small Game and Furbearing Mammal Hunting 
Regulations

A Small Game Licence is not valid in Northern and some 
parts of Central Ontario from June 16 to August 
31. Go to WMU maps (p.10) for more information.

Firearms

If you are hunting small game in an area where 
there is an open season for deer, moose, elk or 
black bear, you may not possess or use a centre-fire 
rifle or shells loaded with ball or with shot larger 
than No. 2 shot (except for steel shot not larger 
than triple BBB, or bismuth shot not larger than 
double BB), unless you have a valid licence to hunt 
big game (deer, moose, elk or black bear) during the 
relevant open season. 

This restriction does not apply south of the French 
and Mattawa rivers during an open season for deer 
that is restricted to the use of bows, or to hunters 
with a valid Small Game Licence who are hunting 
wolf or coyote during an open season for deer, 
moose, elk or black bear.

A person hunting small game may not carry or 
use a rifle of greater calibre than a .275-calibre 
rifle, except a muzzle-loading gun, in the 
geographic areas of Brant, Chatham-Kent, Durham, 
Elgin, Essex, Haldimand, Halton, Hamilton, 
Huron, Lambton, Middlesex, Niagara, Norfolk, 
Northumberland, Oxford, Peel, Perth, Toronto, 
Waterloo, Wellington or York. Note: It is illegal to 
hunt ring-necked pheasants with a rifle.

Game Bird Hunting Preserves 

You may hunt ring-necked pheasant, northern 
bobwhite, wild turkey, gray (Hungarian) partridge 
and chukar throughout the year on a licensed 
game bird hunting preserve. Note: There are 
prohibitions on northern bobwhite and wild 
turkey in some areas. You must arrange with the 
owner/operator of the licensed game bird hunting 
preserve as to when you can hunt.

You are required to have a valid Outdoors Card, 
hunter accreditation (e.g. Licence Summary 
noting your accreditation) and proof of firearm 
accreditation if you are hunting with a gun. You 
will be required to present this documentation 
to the owner/operator of a licensed game bird 
hunting preserve before hunting.

Small Game and Furbearing Mammals
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Migratory Game Birds 

Migratory game bird seasons are the responsibility 
of the federal government. The Migratory Birds 
Convention Act, 1994 and associated Migratory 
Birds Regulations, 2022 govern the hunting of 
migratory game birds.  In 2022, the Regulations 
were modernized with important changes, such 
as possession limits, labelling requirements and 
the use of crossbows. Also, please note that 
Waterfowler Heritage Days have been abolished 
and replaced with a Migratory Game Bird Hunting 
Permit (MGBHP) for youth. For more information 
on the changes to hunting migratory game 
birds, please consult the migratory game bird 
hunting web page at https://www.canada.ca/en/
environment-climate-change/services/migratory-
game-bird-hunting.html.

You must have a federal Migratory Game Bird 
Hunting Permit (MGBHP), Wildlife Habitat 
Conservation Stamp, and an Ontario Small Game 
Licence in order to hunt migratory game birds. 
This includes hunting with falconry birds (falconry 
licence required) or non-indigenous falconry birds. 
MGBHP and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Stamp 
are available for purchase at most post offices, or 
online at permis-permits.ec.gc.ca/en. Season dates 
and bag limits are announced mid-summer in the 
Migratory Birds Hunting Regulations Summary 
which can be found at canada.ca/en/environment-
climate-change/services/migratory-game-
bird-hunting/regulations-provincial-territorial-
summaries/ontario.html.

It is illegal to hunt migratory birds within 400 m 
(437 yd.) of where bait has been deposited unless 
that place has been free of bait for at least seven 
days. It is also illegal to deposit bait in any place 
during the period beginning 14 days before the 
first day of the open season for that place and 
ending on the day immediately following the last 
day of the open season for that place for any 
hunted migratory game bird.

More information on migratory birds is available  
at the Canadian Wildlife Service website at  

species/migratory-birds.html 

canada.ca/en/services/environment/wildlife-plants-

or at the  
Canadian Wildlife Service Ontario regional  
office located at 4905 Dufferin Street, Toronto, 
Ontario, M3H 5T4, (tel): 1-800-668-6767, or  
email Enviroinfo@ec.gc.ca.

Double-crested Cormorants

Double-crested cormorants may be hunted during
their fall hunting season (p.87) in accordance with 
general Small Game Licence requirements, similar 
to other game bird species, subject to additional 
rules and requirements.  

 

Cormorants can only be hunted using shotguns, 
including muzzle-loading shotguns, not larger than 
10 gauge with non-toxic ammunition. You cannot 
use a shotgun loaded with a shell containing a 
single projectile. 

Hunters are permitted to hunt double-crested 
cormorants from a stationary motorboat. This 
means the motorboat must not be in motion and 
the power to the motor must be turned off. 

Hunters must have adequate means of retrieving 
any double-crested cormorant that is shot and 
must immediately retrieve the bird and include 
it in their bag limit. Should hunters choose not to 
use the birds they harvest, they must be retrieved 
and disposed of by either: 
• delivering it to an approved waste disposal site

that permits the disposal of dead animals
• delivering it to a disposal facility, or using the

services of a licensed collector, under the under
the Disposal of Deadstock Regulation (Ontario
Regulation 105/09)
(ontario.ca/laws/regulation/090105) made
under the Food Safety and Quality Act, 2001
(ontario.ca/laws/statute/01f20)

• burying it on private land owned by the hunter,
or on private land occupied by the hunter with
consent of the landowner

All other relevant federal, provincial and municipal 
laws/rules related to hunting apply (for example 
trespassing, municipal discharge of firearms 
by-laws, federal firearm licensing requirements, 
restrictions on hunting in provincial parks).
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Possession of Furbearing Mammal Pelts during 
the Closed Season

Small game hunters who harvest furbearing 
mammals during the open season (including 
wolf and coyote) and have not sold or otherwise 
disposed of the pelts by the close of the season 
must obtain a Licence to Possess a Pelt in order to 
possess pelts during the closed season. 

Contact your local MNRF work centre to obtain a 
Licence to Possess a Pelt (available free of charge). 
It is illegal to abandon or otherwise allow the pelt 
of a furbearing mammal to spoil or be destroyed.

For more information on royalties and shipping of 
furbearing mammals or their pelts, go to the General 
Regulations section (p.37). 

Hunting Raccoon at Night

If you wish to hunt raccoons at night, you must be 
accompanied by a dog licensed for the purposes 
of hunting. Each dog participating in the hunt 
must be licensed. You can only use a rim-fire 
rifle. Raccoon night hunters must have their 
guns unloaded and encased while in a vehicle. A 
licensed night raccoon hunter may use a light if it 
is not shone from or attached to a vehicle or boat. 
Learn more at ontario.ca/page/hunt-raccoon-night. 

Bullfrog Requirements

Bullfrogs may be taken for personal consumption 
under the authority of a valid sport or conservation 
fishing licence. No commercial harvest of bullfrogs 
is permitted. The only firearms permitted for 
harvesting bullfrogs are bows (e.g. compound, 
recurve, long or crossbow). A person may take 
bullfrogs at night without a firearm and may shine  
a light for that purpose.

Note: Generally, it is illegal to harvest frogs in 
provincial parks or Crown Game Preserves.

Share your observations 
Tell us about your observations in the field to help Ontario (and beyond) 
better understand our wildlife populations and other natural resources!

Here are a few ways to do so:

Natural Heritage Information Centre (NHIC) 
ontario.ca/ReportRareSpecies

iNaturalist eBird  
inaturalist.org ebird.org
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ServiceOntario Centres

Hunting and fishing licences, as well as a 
variety of permits, are available at participating 
ServiceOntario locations. Visit ontario.ca/
locations/serviceontario.

• Fishing Licences – All Ontario, Canadian and
Non-Resident licences and the Outdoors Card.

• Hunting Licences – All Resident licences, Non-
Resident licences, Outdoors Card, replacement
licence summaries and tags, Hunter Education
Exam/Certificate submissions, Big Game Draw/
Allocation entry.

• Permits – Non-Resident Big Game Export
Permits, Non-Resident Crown Land
Camping Permits.

Authorized Licence Issuers

Ontario, Canadian and Non-Canadian Resident 
fishing and hunting licences and Outdoors Card 
are also available at authorized licence issuers 
across the province. For the nearest location and 
services offered visit ontario.ca/LicenceIssuers or 
call 1-800-387-7011.

Environment and Climate Change Canada

CITES permits are available through ECCC.

Online: canada.ca/en/services/environment/
wildlife-plants-species/species-risk.html

Phone: (855) 869-8670

Email: cites@ec.gc.ca 

MNRF Work Centres

Call for an appointment. To be transferred to a 
local work centre, please call 1-800-387-7011. 

Southern Region

Aurora-Midhurst-Owen Sound District (WMU 
72B, 73, 76A, 76B, 76C, 76D, 76E, 77A, 77B, 77C, 
78A, 78B, 78C, 78D, 78E, 79C, 79D, 81A, 81B, 82A, 
82C, 83A, 83B, 83C, 84) 
Aurora MNRF Work Centre: (905) 713-7400  .............

 .........
 ...
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............
 ..........

 ..........
 .......

 ....
...........

 ....

 .......

 ..........
  .

Midhurst MNRF Work Centre: (705) 725-7500 
Owen Sound MNRF Work Centre: (519) 376-3860

Aylmer-Guelph-Vineland District (WMU 80, 85A, 
85B, 85C, 86A, 86B, 87A, 87B, 87C, 87D, 87E, 88, 
89A, 89B, 90A, 90B, 91A, 91B, 92A, 92B, 92C, 92D, 
93A, 93B, 94A, 94B, 95) 
Aylmer MNRF Work Centre: (519) 773-9241 
Guelph MNRF Work Centre: (519) 826-4955 
Vineland MNRF Work Centre: (905) 562-4147

Kemptville-Kingston District (WMU 62, 63A, 63B, 
64A, 64B, 65, 66A, 67, 69B, 69A-3) 
Kingston MNRF Work Centre: (613) 531-5700 
Kemptville MNRF Work Centre: (613) 258-8204

Minden-Parry Sound-Bracebridge District  
(WMU 46, 47, 49, 50, 51, 53, 54, 56) 
Bracebridge MNRF Work Centre: (705) 645-8747 
Minden MNRF Work Centre: (705) 286-1521 
Parry Sound MNRF Work Centre: (705) 746-4201

Pembroke District (WMU 48, 55B, 58, 59) 
Pembroke MNRF Work Centre: (613) 732-3661

Peterborough-Bancroft District (WMU 55A, 57, 
60, 61, 68A, 68B, 69A-1, 69A-2, 70, 71, 72A, 74A, 
74B, 75)  
Bancroft MNRF Work Centre: (613) 332-3940 
Peterborough MNRF Work Centre: (705) 755-2001

ServiceOntario Centres & MNRF Work Centres
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For carefully crafted, locally-grown and 
sustainably sourced wood products - Look 
the Ontario Wood Leaf. 

Visit ontario.ca/wood for more info. 
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huntandfishontario.com/home/newsletters

Stay on top of our news, important dates and content.
Are you following us?

Ontario Fish and Wildlife 
on Facebook 

@FishWildlifeON
on Instagram and X (Formerly Twitter)

This delicious stew is a hearty and warm comforting 
dish and perfect for feeding a crowd.

Preparation Time: 25 minutes
Cooking Time: 2 hours
Baking Time: 45 minutes

Serves 10 to 12 

2 kg  Ontario Duck
500 g honey garlic sausage
1 tsp (5 mL) vegetable oil
4 cloves Ontario Garlic, minced 
2 Ontario Onions, coarsely 

chopped
1/2 cup (125 mL)  Ontario Dry White Wine or

Craft Beer
1  can (28 oz/796 mL) crushed 

tomatoes, undrained
1/2 tsp (2 mL) each dried thyme and savory  

leaves
2  bay leaves
Pinch granulated sugar

Salt and pepper
4 cans (19 oz/540 mL each) white  

pea or navy beans, drained and  
well rinsed

2 cups (500 mL) fresh breadcrumbs
1/3 cup (75 mL) chopped fresh Ontario Parsley

Remove any loose fat from the duck; cut duck into 
small serving pieces. Place backbone, wing tips, neck 
and giblets in medium saucepan. Cover with three 
times as much cold water. Bring to boil; reduce heat 
to medium-low and simmer, partially covered, for 
1 hour. Set stock aside.  

Meanwhile, cut sausage into 1/2-inch (1 cm) slices. 
In large Dutch oven, heat oil over medium-high heat; 
add sausage and cook for 5 minutes or until browned. 
Remove with slotted spoon and drain on paper 
towel-lined plate.

In same Dutch oven, in batches, brown duck pieces 
well on all sides. Transfer duck to large plate. Pour out 
fat and set aside; leaving 2 tbsp (25 mL) fat in Dutch 
oven. Add garlic and onions to Dutch oven, cook, 
stirring over medium heat for 5 minutes. Stir in wine 
and bring to boil, scraping up any bits in the bottom 
of the pan. Stir in tomatoes, thyme, savory, bay leaves, 
sugar, and salt and pepper to taste. Add sausage and 
duck pieces. Bring to boil, cover and reduce heat to 
medium-low. Simmer for 1-1/2 hours or until meat is 
very tender, stirring often. Add beans to Dutch oven 
with reserved duck stock (about 1 cup/250 mL) to 
make a very moist, but not soupy mixture. Discard  
bay leaves.

In medium bowl, combine breadcrumbs, parsley and 
1/4 cup (50 mL) reserved fat drippings. Sprinkle evenly 
over casserole. Bake, uncovered, in 350°F (180°C) 
oven for about 45 minutes or until a golden-brown 
crust has formed and casserole is bubbly.  

Nutritional Information:
1 Serving (When recipe serves 12):
PROTEIN: 32 grams
FAT: 32 grams
CARBOHYDRATE: 55 grams
CALORIES: 641
FIBRE: 15 grams
SODIUM: 650 mg

Duck, Sausage and Bean Stew

Staying on top of our 
latest news? 
Check your account profile to make sure 
you're opted in to receive our newsletter, 
important dates, and content by email. 
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