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Haskap Pruning Basics

Pruning is an important part of bushberry management. Like many other bushberry crops, it is
important to prune mature haskap plants to increase yields and fruit quality while improving plant
vigour and harvesting efficiency. In Ontario, pruning usually occurs ondormant plants (January-March),
The later the pruning activities can be scheduled, the easier it will be to identify winter damaged
material for removal. Pruning can alsobe performedafter the plants have brokendormancy if needed
{i.e. typically by mid or late-April in Ontario) which can make it easier to determine if branches have
winter damageor arediseased andneed to be removed. Avoid pruning in the late summer or earlyfall
as this practice can promote the development of new, tender, growth which is more susceptible to
winter damage.

Summary guidelines for pruning haskaps:

e Onlypruneestablished, mature plantsthatare atleast 4 yearsold.
e Haskapsfruiton one-yearoldwood. Be mindful when pruning to leave as much one-year old
wood on the plant where possible.
e Practicerenewalthinning every yearin combination with more aggressive pruning every 3-4
years.
e Do notremovemorethan 25% ofthe plantcanopy in any oneyear.
o Aimto removeonein fourto onein six branchesfromthe base on multi-stemvarieties.
o Some varietieshave acentraltrunk and therefore only require pruning and thinningof
upper branches.
e Remove deadordiseased branches.
¢ Remove branchesinthe centreofthe planttoincreaselightinfiltrationinto the canopy.
e Remove lower branchesfromthe sidesofthe plantthatcrown towardsthe ground.
o Thisminimizesfruitlosses, increases fruitquality, and increases harvest ease from
remaining branches.

From apractical approach, it'susually easiest to prune the mainbranchesfirst and then remove side
branchesthatcrowndownto the ground. After these two steps have beencompleted, begin
thinning the remaining canopy until you are satisfied with the shape and openness ofthe plant. If you
are new to pruning, it will take time on the first few plants to become comfortable with howto
approach pruning and howmuch material to remove from the plant. Pruning willbecome faster and
easier asyou work through the planting.

For additionalinformation related to haskap production in Ontario please visit the ONSpecialtyCrops
blog at www.onspecialtycrops.wordpress.com
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