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From a girls’ 
weekend in the 
city to a farm-
inspired foodie 

adventure, there’s 
an Ontario Fall 
Weekend for 

everyone. Get the 
complete day-by-day 

itineraries for 
each of the 

10 getaways at

ontariotravel.net

ONTARIO FALL WEEKENDS
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Rideau Heritage Route.
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Ontario’s rolling hills.
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Bite into flavourful discoveries 
along Georgian Bay.
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R+R RETREAT
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LAKESIDE GET-TOGETHER
Spend time with friends in 
good-natured Muskoka and  
Parry Sound.
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Shop and dine with your gals in 
urban-chic Toronto.
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SOUTH COAST ROAD TRIP
Follow adventure along the 
charismatic coast of Lake Erie.
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Have barrels of fun exploring 
Canada’s largest wine region.
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Act like a local surrounded by 
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GET UP AND GO NORTH
Northern Ontario is big on  
wild and culture.
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WIN* YOUR SUITCASE CONTEST. Details on page 22.

START PLANNING YOUR 
WEEKEND GETAWAY TODAY
YOU CAN DO IT ALL ONLINE:

>	� Customize your getaways with the Trip Planner tool 
and share your itineraries with friends and family;

>	� Chat with knowledgeable travel experts with our 
Live Chat feature;

>	� Track the progression of fall colours with weekly 
Fall Colour Reports; and

>	 �Find the Ontario Travel Information Centre nearest 
to you for a friendly in-person conversation.

Discover it all at ontariotravel.net/plan

http://www.ontariotravel.net/en/home?WT.mc_id=en_gl_fli1516_pdf_home
https://www.ontariotravel.net/en/plan?WT.mc_id=en_gl_fli1516_uf_p
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TORONTO STREET STYLES
Check out the stylings of these four fashion-
rich neighbourhoods. Best for people-
watching and grabbing the perfect outfit.

WEST QUEEN WEST  >  Touted Toronto’s coolest 
neighbourhood by Lonely Planet and the world’s 2nd by 
Vogue, there are still some hidden gems to be found 
in this fashion hub. Find gender-neutral silhouettes at 
Parloque and up-and-coming labels at Fawn.

OSSINGTON AREA  >  Toronto’s newest urban style 
destination stays true to its laid-back roots. Uncover 
the perfect vintage dress at Bridge + Bardot, and don’t 
miss limited-edition printed tees at Crywolf. 

RONCESVALLES  >  Roncy – as it’s known by locals – 
has a distinct European feel and small-town vibe. 
Buried treasures abound – discover local couture 
at Coal Miner’s Daughter and handmade jewellery 
at Frock.

BLOOR-YORKVILLE  >  This Toronto hotspot combines 
historic charm and modern style as the go-to for 
haute couture. Don chic Canadian fashion from luxury 
retailer Holt Renfrew.

IN THE KNOW

JILLIAN WOOD
Designer at Headmistress

“For a day out on West Queen West I love going to Coal Miner’s Daughter to see their collection of womenswear 
and accessories by Canadian designers. When I get thirsty, I pop into the Done Right Inn for a pint on their back  
patio. Then I head over to Bang Bang Ice Cream on Ossington for the best ice cream sandwiches you’ll ever taste. 
My favourite flavours are earl grey tea and beer flavoured ice cream.”

GET THE FULL
3-DAY ITINERARY

ontariotravel.net/girlsgetaway

COVERT QUARTERS
Templar Hotel
Tucked away in the heart 
of the fashion district, 
this award-winning 
luxury boutique hotel 
features a contemporary, 
minimalist design and 
a cozy, sky-lit cocktail 
lounge.

OTHER GREAT STAYS
• The Ivy at Verity
• Hotel Ocho
• �Le Germain Hotel

Photo: Bridge + Bardot @bridgeandbardotclothing.

Grab your girlfriends and head straight to Toronto – 
Ontario’s style mecca – for one-of-a-kind retail therapy, 

hip neighbourhoods and rhythmic nightlife.

Love Live Music 
On any given night, Toronto’s live 
venues showcase both superstars 
and rising stars alike. From indie 
bands to contemporary jazz, each 
venue is unique and offers an 
intimate and often unforgettable 
experience.

LULA LOUNGE
Dance to the beat of live salsa, jazz, 
Brazilian, African and world music. 

THE PAINTED LADY
Cool crowds and bar-top burlesque 
are the main attractions at this 
New Orleans-inspired music bar. 

DAKOTA TAVERN
Dust your boots off and step 
back in time at this throwback 
saloon featuring some of the best 
bluegrass shows in the city.

POETRY JAZZ CAFÉ
Experience poetry slams and live 
jazz, or step out to the back patio 
and relax with a pitcher of sangria.

CHERRY COLA’S ROCK N’ ROLLA 
CABARET AND LOUNGE
A bygone era comes alive at this 
vintage rock and old Hollywood-
inspired haunt.

THE DRAKE HOTEL
Go downstairs to The Underground 
for indie shows, club nights, 
DJ parties and more.

Wear your 
best at 
these fests
TORONTO INTERNATIONAL 
FILM FESTIVAL (TIFF)
September 10–20

TORONTO FOOD&WINE 
FESTIVAL
September 18–20

SCOTIABANK NUIT BLANCHE
October 3 
Sunset to sunrise

WORLD MASTERCARD 
FASHION WEEK 
October 19–24

Under 
the radar 
restos
The Good Son
Boxcar Social
Diwan at the 
Aga Khan Museum
The Daughter
Dandylion

Above, left to right: Templar Hotel, Crywolf.

GIRLS’ GLAM
GETAWAY

Photo: Dakota Tavern.

http://www.ontariotravel.net/en/home?WT.mc_id=en_gl_fli1516_pdf_home
http://www.ontariotravel.net/en/plan/trip-planner/suggested-itineraries/girls-glam-getaway?WT.mc_id=en_gl_fli1516_pdf_gg
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2 South Coast
Road Trip

DAY 1
Start your road trip with a tour 
of Windsor’s Canadian Club® 
Heritage Center, highlighted by  
a stop in Hiram’s Sampling  
Room and Canadian Art Gallery. 
Then grab a Deux Chevaux burger  
made of fresh, house-ground  
AAA beef at Motor Burger. Throw 
dice at Caesars Windsor and  
see if you can beat the odds,  
then stay for a live show with  
acts like The Scorpions and Train. 
Sleep soundly at the Stonecroft 
Inn, Windsor.

DAY 2
Wind around the shoreline to 
Serenity Lavender Farm and 
Winery in Colchester and inhale 
the aroma before picking up 
lavender bergamot soap and body 
butter. Further down the shores of 
Lake Erie, pluck harvest’s bounty 
at the Kingsville Community 
Farmers Market or E&B Medel 
Orchards in Ruthven for snacking 
later in the day. 

Picnic at Point Pelee National 
Park among migrating monarch 
butterflies, then follow the historic 
Talbot Trail, originally built in 
the 1820s, before stopping in 
Port Stanley to spend the night. 

Check into a waterfront-view room 
at Inn on the Harbour, and unwind 
with an in-room massage. 

DAY 3
Devour a homemade breakfast at 
Killer Desserts & Café. Continue 
east to get your heart thumping 
with a zipline excursion at Long 
Point Eco-Adventures or stroll the 
grounds of Bonnieheath Estate 
Lavender & Winery and finish off 
with a wine sampling. 

Meander to Port Dover for local 
farm-to-table fare at Schofields 
Bistro and follow the back roads 
to La Salette and find Ramblin’ 
Road Brewery Farm, the beer pros 
that grow their own hops. Fun Fests

NORFOLK COUNTY FAIR 
AND HORSE SHOW
October 6–12

KINGSVILLE 
MIGRATION FESTIVAL 
October 16–18

Three Cheers
Ontario’s South Coast 
Wine Trail
Oxford County Cheese Trail
Local Craft Brewery Tours
Essex Pelee Island Coast 
Wine Route

Cue the Stages
Grand Theatre 
London

Lighthouse Festival Theatre 
Port Dover

The Capitol Theatre 
Windsor

Victoria Playhouse 
Petrolia

GET THE FULL
3-DAY ITINERARY

ontariotravel.net/southcoast

Drive along Canada’s 
southernmost coastal route, 

bursting with cuisine, culture 
and fall colours – something 
for every autumn adventurer.

Borders Michigan. 2 hours from Toronto.
Drive times are approximate only.

ON THE MOVE

DETROIT  /  WINDSOR  /  POINT PELEE  /  PORT STANLEY  /  PORT DOVER  /  TORONTO

15
mins.

Clockwise top, right to left: Point Pelee National Park; Canadian Club® Heritage 
Center, Windsor; Schofields Bistro, Port Dover.

1.5
hrs.

1
hr.

2
hrs.

2
hrs.

NATIONAL 
PARK

http://www.ontariotravel.net/en/home?WT.mc_id=en_gl_fli1516_pdf_home
http://www.ontariotravel.net/en/plan/trip-planner/suggested-itineraries/south-coast-road-trip?WT.mc_id=en_gl_fli1516_pdf_sc
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BREAK FROM 
THE BARRELS

Inn on the Twenty 
Jordan

Riverbend Inn and Vineyard 
Niagara-on-the-Lake

Black Walnut Manor
Vineland

Gather the gang to ‘nose’ around Niagara, Canada’s largest wine region. Adored by locals 
for its unique spirits and Instagram-worthy settings – see what all the toasting is about.3

NIAGARA ESCARPMENT AND  
TWENTY VALLEY
Begin your grape escape at 
some of the 85+ wineries that 
dot the rolling terrain from 
the Niagara Escarpment to 
Lake Ontario and the sloping 
Beamsville Bench. Local 
favourites include the limited-
production Thirty Bench Wine 
Makers for a vineyard tour that 
includes a Govino stemless 
wine glass; the organically 
farmed Redstone Winery with 
its seasonal and locally inspired 
restaurant menu; and Vineland 
Estates Winery for an ‘all 
access’ photo safari to capture 
historic buildings and an 
underground barrel cellar. 

If you’re more of an ‘on the 
rocks’ person, book a private 
tour of Dillon’s Small Batch 
Distillers, then sample vodka 
made from a base of 100% 
local grapes.

Combine your love for 
specialty-store shopping, 19th-
century heritage and colourful 
Carolinian trees in Jordan 
Village. Stroll the streets, then 
find peace on a trail following 
the rippling Twenty Mile Creek.

IN THE KNOW

EMMA GARNER 
Winemaker, Thirty Bench Wine Makers 

“After an afternoon hiking at Mountainview Conservation area, I like to enjoy 
some freshly baked goods from De La Terre bakery, a wood fired pizza from 
the Good Earth or some home cooked cuisine from August Restaurant... 
it’s an amazing area where we are spoiled for choice!”

GET THE FULL
3-DAY ITINERARY
ontariotravel.net/niagaraweekend

A NIAGARA WEEKEND

1.5 hours from Toronto. Borders New York state.
Drive times are approximate only.

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE
Dive into this town’s unique 
mosaic of culture, weaving 
together deep history, specialty 
shopping and quaint inns.

Everything’s close by in 
Niagara, so use pedal power 
rented from Zoom Leisure 
Bikes and pick ’n choose from 
dozens of wineries to explore. 
Or tap into the six-brewery 
Niagara Beer Trail and have a 
seat in the Silversmith Brewing 
Company’s grand Beer Hall, 
housed in a converted vine-
covered church, and savour 
a pint of Black Lager, based 
on a recipe dating back to 
the 1300s. Devour warm, 
soft pretzels and seared beef 
meatball sliders at the Niagara 
Brewing Company.

Soothe your soul and skin with 
wine therapy at Niagara’s first 
vinotherapy spa, the Shaw 
Spa, then cool off at The Ice 
House Winery with the newest 
way to experience Icewine: 
the N’Ice Slushie.

“Cheers” your peers with 
organic small batch wine 
at Ravine Vineyard Estate 
Winery before heading out 
to listen to the thundering 
roar of The Horseshoe Falls in 
Niagara Falls.

Above: Jordan. Below left: Dillion’s Small Batch Distillers, Beamsville.

AND TWENTY VALLEY ON-THE-LAKE

ON THE MOVE

TORONTO  /  NIAGARA ESCARPMENT  /  NIAGARA-  /  NIAGARA FALLS  /  BUFFALO

1.5
hrs.

15
mins.

30
mins.

35
mins.

Drink in the Fests

NIAGARA WINE FESTIVAL
Throughout Niagara Region
September 12, 13, 19, 20, 26 and 27

PICK, STOMP & TASTE 
Flat Rock Cellars, Jordan
September 19, 20, 26, 27

http://www.ontariotravel.net/en/home?WT.mc_id=en_gl_fli1516_pdf_home
http://www.ontariotravel.net/en/plan/trip-planner/suggested-itineraries/a-niagara-weekend?WT.mc_id=en_gl_fli1516_pdf_nw
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Hip Side of the Hill
Known for its national treasures, Canada’s capital – Ottawa – is a cool city demanding 
attention. Here’s how to do the ‘Hill’ in 3 days.

CITYFOLK & MARVEST
Ottawa

September 16–20

BEAU’S OKTOBERFEST
Vankleek Hill 
October 2, 3

OTTAWA WINE & FOOD FESTIVAL
October 30 – November 1

Festival Frenzy

ARC The Hotel
Hotel Indigo Ottawa Downtown 
City Centre
Novotel Ottawa

Slumber Spots

DAY 1
Kick off your weekend with a 
ghostly tour of Ottawa’s spooky 
history. The Haunted Walk’s skilled 
storytellers guide you by lantern 
through creepy estates and 
cursed castles. Craving a midnight 
snack? Grab a delectable Dirty 
Burger off the late-night menu at 
Union Local 613. 

DAY 2
Get a sweet start to your day with 
a gourmet treat from The Cupcake 
Lounge. Quench your thirst and 
experience the best in local ales 
with Brew Donkey’s craft brewery 
tour. Enjoy foodie fare at Sidedoor, 
famous for its Asian fusion tacos 
and mini donuts. Finish off the 
night at the city’s oldest tavern 
with a round of ByWash Bulleits, 
The Laff’s signature shot.

DAY 3
Start slowly and savour the must-
try Butcher Platter for brunch 
at Lowertown Brewery. Have a 
passion for chocolate? Embark 
on C’est Bon’s Chocolate Lover’s 
Tour and visit the best artisanal 
confectioneries in the city. Shop  
for the perfect urban look for the 
weekend at Trustfund or Milk Shop 
in the ByWard Market.

Above: Union Local 613. Photo: Doublespace Photography. 
Right: Trustfund.

5
GET THE FULL
3-DAY ITINERARY
ontariotravel.net/hipottawa

BETWEEN THE SCENES
ST. JACOBS AND AREA
Follow the meandering Grand River 
through heritage towns Elora and 
Fergus. Have a photo-op at the West 
Montrose Bridge, Ontario’s only 
remaining covered bridge. Then 
tour St. Jacobs to greet Mennonites, 
eat farm-fresh foods and pick up 
countryside keepsakes. 

STRATFORD
Stop along the Savour Stratford 
Chocolate Trail for chocolate 
martinis and truffles, and partake 
in bijou’s new Global Tapas Bar for 
shareable small plates featuring 
local Perth County ingredients.

HAMILTON AND AREA
Indulge in Ancaster Mill’s Champagne 
Sunday Brunch or picnic at Webster’s 
Falls in Hamilton for a view of fall 
colours that backdrop a picture-
perfect waterfall.

STRATFORD FESTIVAL
Inspired by the works of 
William Shakespeare, the 
Stratford Festival shows 13 
classical and contemporary 
plays this season, including 
The Taming of the Shrew 
(through October 10) 
and The Sound of Music 
(through November 1).

THEATRE AQUARIUS 
Be captivated by this Hamilton 
theatre’s entertaining and 
thought-provoking live works, 
including The Big Sleep 
(September 23 – October 10)  
and Jack of Diamonds 
(October 28 – November 14).

DRAYTON ENTERTAINMENT
Seven unique venues 
showcase Drayton’s diverse 
season. Score a seat for 
adventure in The Pirates 
of Penzance (October 7 
to October 25) and the 
always-charming Anne of 
Green Gables (October 14 
to November 8).

3 hours from Michigan. 1 hour from Toronto. 1 hour from New York state.
Drive times are approximate only.

4
GET THE FULL
3-DAY ITINERARY
ontariotravel.net/grandriver

Grand River
Theatre & Culture

The stage is set for your rural ride – ovation-worthy performances, colourful 
comfort cuisine, and simply charming small-town Ontario scenes.

RUSHING THE STAGE

Langdon Hall Country House 
Hotel and Spa 
Cambridge

Queen’s Inn 
Stratford

Places to Stay

Above: Webster’s Falls, Hamilton.

NATIVE SPIRIT SHINES

Experience the Aboriginal 
culture of the Six Nations of  
The Grand River Territory.

SEE: WOODLAND CULTURAL CENTRE 
Brantford
Don’t miss this 35,000-piece 
museum and art gallery on the 
Onkwehon:we culture.

STAY: THE BEAR’S INN 
Ohsweken
Stop over and learn about 
Aboriginal history through 
individually decorated rooms 
and cabins.

ON THE MOVE

DETROIT  /  STRATFORD  /  ELORA  /  CAMBRIDGE  /  HAMILTON  /  TORONTO

1
hr.

45
mins.

1
hr.

1
hr.

3 
hrs. 

Above: Ben Carlson as Petruchio and Deborah Hay as Katherina with members of the company in The Taming of the 
Shrew. Photo: David Hou.

IN THE KNOW

AJ SAUVE 
Director of Communications 
at CityFolk and RBC Bluesfest

“For music fans visiting Ottawa, 
the Rainbow Bistro in the 
ByWard Market offers live music 
nightly. Everyone from k.d. lang 
to Blue Rodeo have played the 
Rainbow. Never a dull moment!” 

http://www.ontariotravel.net/en/home?WT.mc_id=en_gl_fli1516_pdf_home
http://www.ontariotravel.net/en/plan/trip-planner/suggested-itineraries/grand-river-rendez-vous?WT.mc_id=en_gl_fli1516_pdf_gr
http://www.ontariotravel.net/en/plan/trip-planner/suggested-itineraries/hip-side-of-the-hill?WT.mc_id=en_gl_fli1516_pdf_ho
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TASTE! COMMUNITY GROWN
Picton
September 26

FALL COUNTYLICIOUS
Throughout Prince Edward County
October 30 – November 22

The Season’s Celebrations

FLAVOURS OF FALL FESTIVAL
Belleville
September 26

SAVOUR BAY OF QUINTE FOOD 
AND DRINK FESTIVAL
Trenton
October 16

Foodie Fests 
Nearby 

Cruise between Kingston and Trenton to find 
Prince Edward County, home to a cornucopia of 
culinary creativity, especially during fall harvest 
months. Follow these trails to find over 35 wineries, 
a growing craft-beer scene, cider and spirits, and 
more delicious discoveries. 

THE CHEDDAR AND ALE TRAIL
Drive from the Bay of Quinte to the shores of 
Lake Ontario to explore local breweries and 
cheesemakers, including:

• County Road Beer Co.
• Barley Days Brewery
• Lake on the Mountain Brewing Co.
• Black River Cheese Company
• Fifth Town Artisan Cheese Co.

THE TASTE TRAIL 
To sip and sample the local flavours of Prince 
Edward County follow the Taste Trail to these 
locations and more:

• Norman Hardie Winery and Vineyard
• The Hubb Eatery & Lounge
• Vicki’s Veggies
• The Gazebo Restaurant at Waupoos Winery
• �Clara’s Restaurant at the Claramount Inn and Spa

Get Active.  

PADDLE 
Navigate canoes down the Tay River 
and cool off under giant fountains at 
Perth Outfitters.

HIKE 
Score the best views from the Spy 
Rock scenic lookout at Foley Mountain 
Conservation Area in Westport.

BIKE 
Rent a ride and cycle along the 
Cataraqui Trail as it crosses through the 
Frontenac Arch Biosphere, where five 
forest regions merge.

KAYAK 
Ride tandem – it’s stable and 
comfortable – in a kayak from Ahoy 
Rentals in Kingston.

WALK 
Tour naturally preserved 19th century 
character and architecture in the 
historic village of Merrickville.

GET THE FULL
3-DAY ITINERARY
ontariotravel.net/foodietour

GET THE FULL
3-DAY ITINERARY
ontariotravel.net/thecounty

Follow the Rideau Canal with a system of locks that connects foodies to their fare, from Kingston to Ottawa.

Foodie Tour Along the Rideau

2.5 hours from Toronto. 2.5 hours from Montreal.  
30 minutes from New York state. 
Drive times are approximate only.

From sweet to savoury – the Rideau Heritage Route, 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site, is packed with 
culinary gems to satisfy every craving. Here are just 
a few can’t misses:

• �Sample cheese at Balderson Village Cheese, 
known for award-winning cheddar, or  
Forfar Cheese for sheep and goat varieties

• �Pick up a bottle of hand-crafted gourmet mustard 
at Mrs. McGarrigle’s in Merrickville

• �While in Merrickville indulge in fresh-cut “wicked” 
fries at Chip Witch

• �Stop at Grahame’s Bakery in Kemptville for  
out-of-this-world butter tarts

• Enjoy a picnic lunch from Wendy’s Country Market 

• �Reward yourself with pure maple syrup from 
Fulton’s Pancake House and Sugar Bush or 
Wheeler’s Pancake House and Sugar Camp

• �Pick-up The Salty Don gourmet seasonings from  
the Carp Farmers’ Market in Ottawa

• �Stop by the Perth Brewery and sample lagers, 
pilsners and ambers using locally sourced 
ingredients

Cove Country Inn & Spa 
Westport

The Stone Cellar 
Perth

The Masonry 
Perth

Restaurants 
on the Rideau

Atomica Pizza & Wine Bar
Kingston Public Market

Kingston 
Flavours

IN THE KNOW

JANET CAMPBELL 
Founder and owner of Mrs. McGarrigle’s

“I love to stroll through Merrickville’s shops for fun dresses 
at Anarchy Gallery, fabulous shoes at Sole Obsession, 
handcrafted soy candles at Wick Witch, lunch on Yellow 
Canoe’s patio, a relaxing facial at Spa Sans Souci...  
It’s a wonderful place to live and work!”

ON THE MOVE

TORONTO  /  PRINCE  /  KINGSTON  /  PERTH  /  MERRICKVILLE  /  MONTREAL

2.5
hrs.

1 
hr.

EDWARD
COUNTY

Clockwise top, right to left: The Masonry, Perth; 
Mrs. McGarrigle’s bread and mustard, Merrickville;  
Balderson Village Cheese, Balderson.

40 
mins.

2.5
hrs.

1.25 
hrs.

Flavours of the County P
ho

to
: 

P
ri

nc
e 

E
dw

ar
d 

C
ou

nt
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http://www.ontariotravel.net/en/home?WT.mc_id=en_gl_fli1516_pdf_home
http://www.ontariotravel.net/en/plan/trip-planner/suggested-itineraries/taste-discovery-tour?WT.mc_id=en_gl_fli1516_pdf_ft
http://www.ontariotravel.net/en/plan/trip-planner/suggested-itineraries/48-hours-in-the-county?WT.mc_id=en_gl_fli1516_pdf_tc


14 Plan your weekend ontariotravel.net 15

Creativity abounds in the rolling hills north of Toronto. Greet artisans crafting 
their works and gaze into the canvasses of fabled Canadian artists.

DUFFERIN COUNTY 
MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES

Stroll this gallery 
and learn about the 
region’s agricultural 
and architectural 
heritage through  
its current exhibit,  
If These Walls 
Could Talk.

ALTON MILL 
ARTS CENTRE

A hub of creativity 
in an industrial-
chic setting. Come 
to this home of 25 
artists, including 
Andrea Bird, who 
specializes in 
encaustic paintings. 

MCMICHAEL CANADIAN 
ART COLLECTION

Let local creative 
masters teach 
you. Sign up for 
workshops on the 
basics of painting –  
from acrylic, to 
water-based oils, 
to watercolour.

Studio Tours
Embark on a back roads tour of 
central Ontario, with the brilliant hues 
of the scenic landscapes as your fall 
drive’s canvas. Stop in studios – and 
sometimes, homes – of Ontario’s 
favourite artists. Watch their creativity 
come to life in each piece of art via 
a wide range of modern and classic 
media, including pottery, photography, 
glass, jewellery and ceramics.

Uxbridge Studio Tour
September 18–20 

Hills of Erin Studio Tour 
September 19, 20, 26, 27

GET THE FULL
3-DAY ITINERARY
ontariotravel.net/artsescape

RESTOS
Cider House Bistro at  
Spirit Tree Estate Cidery 
Caledon

Headwaters Restaurant 
Caledon

�Forage Restaurant 
Orangeville

Shaw’s Creek Café  
Alton

7
IN THE KNOW

SARAH ROBINSON
Curator, Dufferin County Museum and Archives

“The Dufferin County Museum and Archives is your “off-the-beaten-track” and 
“anything but stuffy” museum-experience. From the outside we look like many other 
barns you may see in the local community. The secret is that the building was actually 
purpose-built in 1994; when new visitors come in the front door they are shocked. 
Inside you can find THREE historic buildings, a sophisticated collection of artifacts 
and friendly staff. From art shows to music festivals, we have it all.”

45 minutes from Toronto.
Drive times are approximate only.

ARTS ESCAPE
HEADWATERS ARTS 
FESTIVAL
Across Headwaters 
Region
September 19 – 
October 4

Galleries and Museums

Apple-Lover’s Adventure
Follow the crunch along the southern shores of Georgian Bay – breathe in the aroma, 
shop for locals’ favourite apple varieties and shake hands with the growers.

TAKE A BITE OUT OF 
THE APPLE PIE TRAIL
Pies are just the beginning! It’s 
an apple foodie’s dream, where 
you can pick 18 varieties that 
can be baked, juiced, crushed 
and, if you’re the generous type, 
shared. Start with some good old-
fashioned hospitality at Grandma 
Lambe’s Apples and Apple 
Products in Meaford. 

Devour the sticky knots at the 
Thornbury Bakery Café to appease 
your sweet tooth, then head 
across the street to the Cheese 
Gallery for applewood smoked 
cheddar to melt on apple pie.

Drive along the shoreline of 
Georgian Bay to Collingwood and 
learn how to turn your apple haul 
into a culinary creation at the 
Collingwood Cooking Academy.

GET THE FULL
3-DAY ITINERARY
ontariotravel.net/applelovers

8

Local Flavours to Go 

Barrie Farmers’ Market
Collingwood Farmers’ Market
Heavenly Café, Collingwood
Farmer’s Pantry, Clarksburg
Goldsmith’s Orchard Market, Thornbury
Midland Farmers’ & Artisans’ Market

Above: Alton Mill Arts Centre, Caledon.

ON THE MOVE

KITCHENER-  /  ORANGEVILLE  /  ERIN  /  CALEDON  /  KLEINBURG  /  TORONTO

20
mins.

45
mins.

25 
mins.

30 
mins.

1.5 
hrs.

WATERLOO

5.5 hours from Michigan. 2 hours from Toronto.
Drive times are approximate only.

ON THE MOVE

DETROIT  /  LONDON  /  MEAFORD  /  THORNBURY  /  THE BLUE  /  COLLINGWOOD  /  TORONTO

3 
hrs.

10
mins.

15
mins.

15
mins.

2
hrs.

MOUNTAINS

2.5 
hrs.

Sweet Drinking

Do you have a thirst for fruit? Tour the region to drink it 
all in: a fire-brewed pint at Creemore Springs Brewery; 
a caramel latte at Espresso Post in Collingwood; 
hard cider at the Bruce Wine Bar in Thornbury; cider 
fermented from heritage apples at Beaver Valley 
Orchard and Cidery north of Kimberley; and a glass of 
Ida Red Frozen to the Core icewine at Georgian Hills 
Vineyards in The Blue Mountains.

Clockwise top, right to left: Heavenly Café, Collingwood; Huronia Food Trail.

HURONIA FOOD TRAIL
Check out the seven culinary 
stops along this self-guided 
route and make life easy as pie.

http://www.ontariotravel.net/en/home?WT.mc_id=en_gl_fli1516_pdf_home
http://www.ontariotravel.net/en/plan/trip-planner/suggested-itineraries/arts-escape?WT.mc_id=en_gl_fli1516_pdf_ae
http://www.ontariotravel.net/en/plan/trip-planner/suggested-itineraries/apple-lovers-adventure?WT.mc_id=en_gl_fli1516_pdf_al
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Hit the road with friends and check into an Ontario resort in the heart of Muskoka and Parry Sound 
for some fall colours and fresh air fun – golfing, biking, hiking or whatever floats your boat.

STAY HERE
Sure, you can play all three 
championship courses at 
Rocky Crest Golf Resort in 
MacTier, but the local insider 
secret is the trail network. 
Scoop up a map and stroll 
past a grove of hemlocks and 
untouched wetlands.

Or stay lakeside at one of 
the six waterfront chalets at 
Trillium Resort and Spa in 
Huntsville. Grab a mountain 
bike and take to the trails or 
just relax with your friends at 
the on-site spa. 

ENJOY THE VIEW
Be “wowed” by the 
spectacular view from 
High Rock Lookout Park in 
Sundridge, then tour the 
walking trails to enjoy the 
fall colours up close. Climb 
Tower Hill in Parry Sound 
and get a spectacular view 
of Georgian Bay. Drive north, 
then rent a canoe and  
paddle alongside the 
100-metre (328-foot) high 
Stormy Lake Bluffs at 
Restoule Provincial Park. 
Or take a private cruise 
aboard the restored steam
ship SS Bigwin and enjoy 
the view from the water.

RAISE A GLASS 
TO FALL
Tour the sights, then tour the 
drinks, like a local.

Sawdust City Brewing Co.
Muskoka Brewery
Lake of Bays Brewing Co.
Highlander Brew Co. 
Johnston’s Cranberry Marsh & 
Muskoka Lakes Winery

GET THE FULL
3-DAY ITINERARY
ontariotravel.net/lakeside

Above: Surprise Lake. Photo: Destination Canada.

GET ARTSY
The Group of Seven, a group of 

landscape painters, radically 
changed how Canadians see 

their natural surroundings. 

GROUP OF SEVEN OUTDOOR 
GALLERY MOBILE TOUR 

Throughout Muskoka and 
Algonquin Provincial Park

ALGONQUIN ART CENTRE
Algonquin Provincial Park

MUSKOKA AUTUMN STUDIO TOUR
September 26, 27 and  

October 3, 4

R+R Retreat
Calling all serenity seekers. Disconnect from the grind and immerse yourself in the 
tranquility of the rugged beauty of Ontario’s highlands, northeast of Toronto.

Natural Attraction

NAKED CHOCOLATE
Ignite your passion for chocolate at 

NaKeD Chocolate in Peterborough. Take 
a hands-on class teaching you how to 
create mouth-watering masterpieces.

PETROGLYPHS PROVINCIAL PARK
Show respect to the Ojibway spirits at 

the sacred site known as ‘The Teaching 
Rocks’ and see the largest collection of 

Aboriginal rock carvings in Ontario.

STAY: Check into Black River 
Retreat, an intimate, private lodge 
on the Black River, complete 
with hot tub, fire pits and 
personal chef. Or nestle beside 
a therapeutic spring lake at the 
Grail Springs Retreat Centre for 
Wellbeing, to restore your inner 
and outer being. Then do some 
detoxifying yoga and lakeside 
lounging.

EAT: Learn to love native foods 
during the Yours Outdoors Wild 
Edibles Forage and Lunch, when 
expert guides join you on a two-
hour foraging adventure, followed 
by lunch. Come dinner, go to the 
Blue Roof Bistro in Bancroft, for a 
romantic dinner for two and enjoy 
a meal made with locally sourced 
ingredients. Admire original oil 
paintings of the surrounding 
landscapes, painted by the owner 
herself.

DO: Take a leisurely stroll on a 
Walk in the Clouds Canopy Tour 
at the Haliburton Forest & Wild 
Life Reserve. Then gaze up, and 
peer into the Milky Way from 
the Nutwood Observatory near 
Bancroft.

GET THE FULL
3-DAY ITINERARY
ontariotravel.net/retreat

9

Clockwise top, right to left: Black River Retreat, Tweed; Walk in the Clouds 
Canopy Tour at the Haliburton Forest & Wild Life Reserve, Haliburton.

2 hours from Toronto. 2.5 hours from Ottawa. 5 hours from Montreal.
Drive times are approximate only.

ON THE MOVE

TORONTO  /  PETERBOROUGH  /  HALIBURTON  /  BANCROFT  /  OTTAWA

2
hrs.

1.5
hrs.

45
mins.

2.5
hrs.

2 hours from Toronto. 5 hours from Ottawa. 4 hours from New York state.
Drive times are approximate only.

ON THE MOVE

TORONTO  /  GRAVENHURST  /  BRACEBRIDGE  /  HUNTSVILLE  /  PARRY SOUND  /  OTTAWA

2
hrs.

15
mins.

30
mins.

1
hr.

5
hrs.

10LAKESIDE GET-TOGETHER

http://www.ontariotravel.net/en/home?WT.mc_id=en_gl_fli1516_pdf_home
http://www.ontariotravel.net/en/plan/trip-planner/suggested-itineraries/rr-retreat?WT.mc_id=en_gl_fli1516_pdf_rt
http://www.ontariotravel.net/en/plan/trip-planner/suggested-itineraries/lakeside-get-together?WT.mc_id=en_gl_fli1516_pdf_ls


Imagine your 
 perfect vacation.
Now imagine all of your favourite activities in 
one region, as you tour The Great Waterway!

Your adventure begins at

TheGreatWaterway.com

SAVOUR A FOODIE’S PARADISE

DISCOVER THE 1000 ISLANDS

PLAY A NEW COURSE DAILY

BE ENTERTAINED

SAMPLE AWARD-WINNING WINES

TAKE IN UNIQUE FESTIVALS & EVENTS

6124_RTO9_Local_Insider_Print_Final_resize.indd   1 15-07-10   4:05 PM

With fall just around the corner now’s a good time to plan 
your getaway. Immerse yourself in majestic fall colours as 
you travel down country lanes to discover the bounty of the 
land. Visit farmers’ markets and country fairs, dine at farm-
to-table restaurants, taste local ciders, pick your own apples 
and seek out a giant pumpkin. Oh, don’t forget your bikes 
and hiking boots to work up an appetite along the way. 
Map out your culinary road trip at CentralCounties.ca

Kick Start Your Fall Getaway with 
a Culinary Road Trip.

http://www.thegreatwaterway.com
http://centralcounties.ca


Le Chien Noir, Brock Street

When you have one of the best patio scenes in the country, serving  

great County wines and some of Ontario’s finest cuisine, you don’t really  

want to share it. But seeing as 2015 is Sir John A.’s 200th birthday, and  

there are tons of special events happening... well ok... just this once.

DISCOVER THE REAL KINGSTON AT

CanadaComesHome.ca

KAP_6522_LocalInsiderAds_ENG.indd   1 2015-06-29   9:46 AM

http://www.canadacomeshome.ca
http://kawarthasnorthumberland.ca
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EQUAL JUSTICE FOR ALL
TRIAL BY JURY
NO ONE IS ABOVE THE LAW

EARTH ART EXHIBITION

Where art 
meets nature
Discover an inspiring collection of 
Earth Art displayed at Canada’s largest 
botanical garden and experience 
brilliant fall colours on 27 km of 
breathtaking nature trails within a 
UNESCO World Biosphere Reserve. 
Details and tickets at:

www.rbg.ca/localinsider
45 minutes from Toronto and Niagara Falls
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Ontario Tourism Marketing Partnership Corporation (OTMPC)  
Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport

Design and Layout: FCB Toronto, Fuel Advertising

EDITORIAL ENQUIRIES
For editorial enquiries please contact editor@ontariotravel.net

ADVERTISING SALES
Please visit tourismpartners.com (click on partnership opportunities).
Or call OTMPC – Sales
Toll-free 1-888-365-4422 or 416-212-1886
Email: otmp.sales@ontario.ca 

ADDITIONAL TRAVEL INFORMATION
For additional travel information on Ontario, please call the following numbers:

From Canada, Continental U.S.A. and Hawaii 
English: 1-800-ONTARIO or 1-800-668-2746 
From Canada: French: 1-800-268-3736 
Teletypewriter – TTY/Telecommunications Device for the Deaf (TDD):  
1-888-908-8825

  
We provide information to assist travellers with disabilities. Accessibility 

information is collected to address a variety of special needs. Please call the toll-
free line and counsellors will assist you with the details you need to plan and enjoy 
travel throughout Ontario.

INTERNATIONAL ENQUIRIES
Contact the appropriate Canadian embassy or overseas consulate for information on 
Ontario. For more information, visit canada.ca. International visitors can also obtain 
information on Ontario through ontariotravel.net.

RENSEIGNEMENTS EN FRANÇAIS 
Nous sommes heureux de vous offrir un service d’information touristique en 
français. Veuillez composer le 905 754-1963 et il nous fera plaisir de vous aider.

Ontario Tourism Marketing Partnership Corporation accepts no liability for errors or 
omissions. The information and services contained in this publication are offered 
as a matter of interest and are believed to be correct and accurate at the time of 
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advertisers, products or services advertised, and the Ontario Ministry of Tourism, 
Culture and Sport is not responsible for errors or omissions or misrepresentations 
contained in any advertisement. All rights reserved. No part of this publication 
may be reproduced in any form without permission in writing from Ontario Tourism 
Marketing Partnership Corporation. 
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Cover: Overhead restaurant photo: www.torontowide.com.

© 2015 Printed in Canada
Printer: St. Joseph Communications-Print Group, 
Concord, ON

E&OE 08-15-375K-020217

WIN* YOUR SUITCASE CONTEST
FOR AN ONTARIO FALL WEEKEND GETAWAY

GET UP AND GO NORTH

ONE
PLACE
TWO
WAYS

LE THÉÂTRE DU NOUVEL-ONTARIO 
(Theatre of New Ontario)
Applaud a wide range of French- 
Canadian theatre productions 
created, acted and toured by 
Franco-Ontarian artists.

CENTRE FRANCO-ONTARIEN 
DE FOLKLORE
Discover a Francophone 
artist-run gallery of oral folk 
art, including thousands of 
old French tales and songs, 
at Laurentian University.

FROMAGERIE ELGIN
Adore a French-inspired 
lunch of crêpes, fresh baked 
croissants or a cheese 
(fromage) platter at this tranquil 
restaurant featuring a selection 
of 100 cheeses.

LA SLAGUE
September 25 
October 13, 31
Move your body to the wide-
ranging and vibrant sounds of 
local and rising Francophone 
comedy and music stars. 

AGAWA CANYON TOUR TRAIN
Chug along pristine lakes, 
granite rock formations and the 
thick forests of the Canadian 
Shield to the remarkable Agawa 
Canyon – Ontario’s fall colour 
‘must-do.’

DEER TRAIL TOURING ROUTE
Wind along a 120-kilometre 
(75-mile) loop passing towering 
waterfalls, fall foliage and 
perhaps an iconic Canadian 
animal or two.

FORT WILLIAM HISTORICAL PARK
Relive the excitement of the 
wild fur-trading days of yore at 
this 100-hectare (250-acre) 
recreated site, and take part in 
moccasin workshops or even 
stay overnight. 

KAKABEKA FALLS 
PROVINCIAL PARK
Gaze in wonder at the 
thundering ‘Niagara of the 
North’ from a boardwalk that 
wraps around the edge of the 
40-metre (150-foot) high falls.

GET THE FULL
3-DAY ITINERARY
ontariotravel.net/sudbury

GET THE FULL
3-DAY ITINERARY
ontariotravel.net/thesoo

GET THE FULL
3-DAY ITINERARY
ontariotravel.net/tbay

CONNECT WITH CULTURE CONNECT WITH NATURE

Sudbury Savoir Faire 
Follow in the 400-year-old footsteps of French explorers – 
discover a thriving Franco-Ontarian culture painted with a 

mosaic of theatre, music and cuisine.

Superior Sault Ste. Marie and Thunder Bay
These cities are surrounded by virtually untouched wilderness. 

Explore the birthplace of the Group of Seven and the spectacular 
vistas of the largest Great Lake of them all: Lake Superior.

EXPERIENCE IT TWO WAYS

Download the Northern Ontario Magazine under ‘Travel Guides’ at ontariotravel.net

BROWSE. CREATE. ENTER.
This fall use the Trip Planner tool at ontariotravel.net to 
customize a curated itinerary or create an online suitcase 
that’s all your own and you could WIN* your trip. The grand 
prize also includes a travel allowance and the expertise 
of a concierge who will assist you in turning your online 
suitcase into your Ontario weekend adventure.

*�No purchase necessary. Contest closes 11:59 p.m. (EST), December 10 , 2015. Contest 
open to legal residents of Canada and the United States who are at least 21 years of 
age or older at the time of entry. One completed trip plan and contest registration will 
be considered a valid entry. Limit one entry per household. Maximum value of trip 
components of $4,000 CAD plus $1,000 CAD travel allowance. Total prize value is $5,000 
CAD. See contest rules for full details at ontariotravel.net.

Photo: Agawa Canyon Tour Train.Photo: Centre Franco-Ontarien de Folklore.

http://www1.toronto.ca/wps/portal/contentonly?vgnextoid=eab2be9b82e0b410VgnVCM10000071d60f89RCRD&vgnextchannel=3e97c5ceae447410VgnVCM10000071d60f89RCRD&WT.rd_id=magnacarta
http://www.rbg.ca/localinsider
mailto:editor%40ontariotravel.net?subject=
mailto:otmp.sales%40ontario.ca?subject=
http://www.ontariotravel.net/en/home?WT.mc_id=en_gl_fli1516_pdf_home
http://www.torontowide.com
http://www.20valley.ca
http://www.ontariotravel.net/en/home?WT.mc_id=en_gl_fli1516_pdf_home
https://www.ontariotravel.net/en/plan/contests/win-your-suitcase-contest?WT.mc_id=en_gl_fli1516_uf_contests
http://www.ontariotravel.net/en/plan/trip-planner/suggested-itineraries/sudbury-joie-de-vivre-weekend?WT.mc_id=en_gl_fli1516_pdf_sb
http://www.ontariotravel.net/en/plan/trip-planner/suggested-itineraries/tour-algoma?WT.mc_id=en_gl_fli1516_pdf_ts
http://www.ontariotravel.net/en/plan/trip-planner/suggested-itineraries/three-days-in-the-bay?WT.mc_id=en_gl_fli1516_pdf_tb


WWW.OTTAWATOURISM.CA • 1-888-OTTAWA-8

PRIDE OF PLACE
You can learn a lot about a country from its capital. 
In Ottawa, you’ll learn that Canada has a storied 
past, a taste for art, culture and cuisine, and a 
passion for celebration and joie de vivre. All are 
reasons why Canadians are proud of their capital. 
Come for a visit and experience it yourself. 

http://www.ottawatourism.ca



