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------------------------------------------- residential, small business and farms (i.e.,
Wynne-Government respending-to-eoncerns-and-takes decisive action to ensure eligible for Regulated Price Plan). (

fairness for electricity consumers

Ontario Cutting |Residential Electricity Bills by X % { Comment [LH1]: Only applicable to

NEWS March XX, 2017

Ontario is lowering reduscing-electricity bills by X per cent on average for all typical-residential
consumers in the Pprovince-and-will-hold-future-rate-increases-to-at-or-below-the-rate-of-inflation
. Small businesses and farms will weuld-also benefit from the initiative,
with additional relief for people living in rural areas or on a low income. and-lew-inceme
FatepayeAny—FRate increases over the next four years wnll be held to the rate of inflation-for

dee;ease—#tewex;er—tt»s-ha&n_;et;tgeen—eneue#ﬁe qovernment has heard from_ from people that

electricity bills remain a burden and more action to fix this problem—|s—needeé In January,
Ontario Femevedoﬁset the provincial portion of HST taxfrom bills, resulting in an 8 per cent

decrease before tax. However, this has not been enough. Greater relief is being proposed in _..---| Comment [LH2]: 8% on the pre-tax subtotal, ]
response to concerns raised by consumers across the OntarioGreaterrelief-and-structural lower % on total bill.
change-is-needed:.

As a result, Ontario is introducing the most significant electricity rate relief plan in the province’s

history. undertaking-structural-cThese changes to the electricity system-t wille make-it-fairerfor
eensumers—and—growde substantial rate reductlons today and-ensure-fairness-and predictability
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originally spread out over a 40-te-45- 20 year contract period:-resultin jlneausmq-prlces (335B) is funded out of GA, whereas

to-rise-rising-sharply-foreurrentratepayers. Recognizing that the electricity infrastructure transmission etc investments are not.

that's been-was built willlast for-many-decades-to-comeis likely to last beyond its 1( Formatted: Font: Arial )|

contract period, the province is refinancing the GAlebal-Adjustment, akin to renegotiating [ Formatted: Font: Arial )
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a mortgage, and setting a longer term. -This-shares-the-cost-burden-mere-more

caiely. -

base: Ontario providesalways-provide support to those in rural areas or on low incomes
who are struggling with-cests-of electricity costs. Programs such as the Ontario
Electricity Support Program (OESP) and Rural or Remote Rate Protection (RRRP) are in
place to provide savings. Up until now, these programs were paid for by electricity rate
payers alone. To ensure fairness and save people money, these programs will now be
paid for through government funding.

Home Assi&tance ‘Program dehvered by LDCs

Ontario will also enhance support programs [for rural and low income residents, providing more

relief and ensuring rates stay consistent. This includes enabling automatic enrolment in an
expanded OESP, subject to approval by the federal government.

Taken together, these changes will deliver the largest-ever single-rate eutreduction for Ontario
consumers and overhaul the wayrepresent-the-mest-significantrestructuring-ef-how—Ontarie
families, farms and small businesses in this province are billed for the electricity they
consumeuse —and-represents-the-largest-single-rate-eut-in-Ontario’s-histery-
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Reducing electricity costs is part of Ontario's plan to create jobs, grow our economy and help

people in their everyday lives.

QUOTES

“We have heard from ratepayers across the province that we need to do more to help reduce
costs. The government is committed to ensuring an affordable energy system for all Ontarians.
These new measures will have a significant impact on your monthly bill and will help the most

vulnerable.”

— Glenn Thibeault, Minister of Energy

QUICK FACTS|

Ontario plans to improve sector efficiency and modernize the province’s electricity L

market, working in collaboration with the Independent Electricity System Operator

(IESO) and the Ontario Energy Board (OEB),

= Ontario is investing $200 million in the Affordability Fund. The Fund will be accessible to
LDCs for customers who do not qualify for low-income conservation programs and who
are unable to undertake energy efficiency improvements without financial assistance.

= GA financing will be available-applied to the electricity bills of families, farms and small

businesses. Combined

with other mitigation measures, it will save X% for the typical

residential electricity consumer.

= Eligible customers with
the lowest level among

the highest-cost distribution rates have their costs harmonized at
eligible distribution companies.

= On-reserve First Nations customers will receive a 100% credit of the delivery line on
their monthly electricity bills. The expanded OESP will provide an additional $180 to
$276 per year for households of eligible size and combined income.

LEARN MORE

» [Estimate how much you can save onyour nextbill S -~
= |earn how Ontario is developing the next Long-Term Energy Plan.

For media inquiries only call:

ontario.ca/energy-news
Disponible en frangais

Colin Nekolaichuk, Minister's Office, 416-325-2690
Colin.Nekolaichuk@ontario.ca 416-325-2690.

Natasha Demetriades, Communications Branch, 416-326-5452

jhnatasha.demetriades@ontario.ca
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