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MAID and anti-trafficking bills moving forward

Spring is here and the temperature is rising at Queen's Park. The Liberal Government can't shake the
mess it has created in the province with rising energy prices. Residents are calling my office asking why
they haven't seen a reduction on their bills yet. The answer is that the government has yet to introduce the
legislation that is required to pull off their hydro rebate-refinancing plan. This is not unusual; this
government has made a special practice of announcing and reannouncing its plans over the years.

A major issue of interest from constituents recently has been Bill 84, Medical Assistance in Dying Statute
Law Amendment Act. My office has received close to one thousand letters and emails from the community
asking that conscience protections for health care workers that object to the MAID be included in Bill 84. |
agree and | wrote to Minister of Health and Long Term Care asking that this important provision be
included in Bill 84 before it returns to the legislature for third reading.

I hand-delivered all of the letters and emails that | received directly to the minister. Thank you to all those
individuals who took the time to write to my office.

Last week we also passed an important bill about a topic that | have discussed in this space on several
occasions. Bill 96, Anti-Human Trafficking Act, was tabled by the Minister of the Status of Women, Indira
Naidoo-Harris. Bill 96 adopts the solutions put forward to address the rapidly growing issue of human
trafficking that my colleague MPP Laurie Scott first outlined in her own Private Member's Bill, The Saving
the Girl Next Door Act.

The reality is that human trafficking is a modern form of slavery and it is going on in communities across
this province. Late last month two individuals from the Peel Region were arrested in Sarnia and charged
with human trafficking of a woman at a local motel. Hopefully this new legislation will provide individuals,
the police, and the courts new tools and resources to fight against those who would commit such a
despicable act as human trafficking.

Kudos to MPP Scott and Minister Naidoo-Harris for their attention and action on this issue; let's all be
aware that human trafficking is going on, if you see something that doesn't sit right, please say something.
Finally, the provincial budget is expected soon, more on its impact and the other important issues being
debated at Queen's Park in my next column in few weeks.

As always, | very much appreciate hearing from you and | will continue to welcome your questions and
concerns. | can be reached by phone: 519-337-0051, email bob.baileyco@pc.ola.org, through my
website at www.bobbaileympp.com, or on facebook at facebook.com/BobBaileyMPP.






