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There is a price, after all, to Kathleen Wynne's free-for-all re-election plans.
 
Another broken promise and another ($8-billion) deficit.
 
Wynne won't be able to shake the stink of scandal, corruption and mismanagement hovering over the
soon-to-be corpse of her Liberal government before the June 7 election.
 
Ontario Premier Kathleen Wynne (DAVE ABEL/Toronto Sun)
 
A new poll by DART Insight suggests 81% of Ontarians think it's time to change governments - a
stunningly dismal condemnation, particularly given the survey was conducted with Conservatives at one
another's throats during Patrick Brown's bid to recapture his leadership.
 
The Liberals are faring poorly outside Toronto and within, among men and women, rich, poor and middle
class.
 
This latest deficit news won't help.
 
Finance Minister Charles Sousa had the grim task Wednesday of trotting out the bad news his
government is again breaking a promise to balance the provincial budget.
 
It means Ontario Liberals will have run deficits in 12 of their past 15 budgets - 80% of the time - since
taking office in 2003.
 
Sousa made predictable and laughable promise of "a clear plan to track back to balance" in future and
spun the deficit failure as a necessary step to pay for needed "social and developmental services.
 
"For me, good public and social policy must also be good economic policy," Sousa said. "So we are
making a choice."
 
Ontario voters will make a choice in June, as well.
 
The irony of Sousa's statement is that Ontario's Liberals have never adequately grasped the true meaning
of good public, social and economic policy.
 
The Liberals are promising free prescription drugs for youth, lower hydro rates and will no doubt pitch $8
billion new ways make Ontario more "fair" in the coming budget.
 
Meanwhile, the province's electricity system is a mess. We have nation-leading hydro rates and Liberal
plans to cut rates by 25% will cost taxpayers $39.4 billion.
 
Ontario's health-care system is a mess. Our hospital emergency rooms are chronically overcrowded and
the province has chronic nursing, doctor and bed shortages.
 
We have abandoned the mentally ill to the streets and the hell that is their daily life.
 
Our social housing is old, run down and a nightmare for too many vulnerable people. So are our jails. Our
courts are clogged and under-resourced.



 
Congestion is choking highways and the economy around the Greater Toronto Area and provincial transit
leadership has been a joke and a failure.
 
Ontario's economy has seen job growth in Toronto and Ottawa but little elsewhere, and we've lost 75,000
manufacturing jobs and much of the sector to Mexico and the U.S.
 
Good public policy respects and serves all citizens. It embraces economic growth as a means to lift all
people. It reinforces common goals and aspirations, not individual differences and grievances.
 
Fifteen years ago, the Liberals turned tax cuts and reducing red tape into dirty words and made deficits a
virtue.
 
That's why they've been such bad managers.
 
It's why the province is in such a mess.
 
And why nothing will change until they're gone.
 
 
 


