FW: Afternoon Media Scan: Fair Hydro Plan - March 22,
2017

From: "Halford, Gavin (ENERGY)" <gavin.halford@ontario.ca>

To: "@ENERGY-COMM-Issues_and_MediaRelations" <energy-comm-
issues_and_mediarelations@msgov.gov.on.ca>, "Sermat-Harding, Kaili (ENERGY)"
<kaili.sermat-harding@ontario.ca>, "Hume, Steen (ENERGY)" <steen.hume@ontario.ca>, "Reid,
Michael (ENERGY)" <michael.reid@ontario.ca>, "Armstrong, Hillary (ENERGY)"
<hillary.armstrong@ontario.ca>, "Burns, Robert (MEDG/MRIS)" <robert.burns@ontario.ca>,
"Chander, Sunita (ENERGY)" <sunita.chander@ontario.ca>, "Colalillo, Sam (ENERGY)"
<sam.colalillo@ontario.ca>, "Esdaile, Trevor (ENERGY)" <trevor.esdaile@ontario.ca>,
"Imbrogno, Serge (ENERGY)" <serge.imbrogno@ontario.ca>, "Hume, Steen (ENERGY)"
<steen.hume@ontario.ca>, "Kitchen, Matthew (ENERGY)" <matthew.kitchen@ontario.ca>,
"Nutter, George (ENERGY)" <george.nutter@ontario.ca>, "Ruttan, Craig (ENERGY)"
<craig.ruttan@ontario.ca>, "Sermat-Harding, Kaili (ENERGY)" <kaili.sermat-
harding@ontario.ca>, "Teliszewsky, Andrew (ENERGY)" <andrew.teliszewsky@ontario.ca>,
"Thompson, Erin (ENERGY)" <erin.thompson@ontario.ca>, "Whittington, Matt (ENERGY)"
<matt.whittington@ontario.ca>, "Coker, Meaghan (ENERGY)" <meaghan.coker@ontario.ca>,
"Martin, Eric (ENERGY)" <eric.martin@ontario.ca>, "Campbell, David (ENERGY)"
<david.campbell2@ontario.ca>, "Dade, Christine (ENERGY)" <christine.dade@ontario.ca>,
"Imlay, Patrick (ENERGY)" <patrick.imlay@ontario.ca>, "McGoey, Eric (ENERGY)"
<eric.mcgoey@ontario.ca>, "Chatterjee, Jeet (ENERGY)" <jeet.chatterjee@ontario.ca>,
"McGrath, Jessica (ENERGY)" <jessica.mcgrath@ontario.ca>, "Cox, Hilary (ENERGY)"
<hilary.cox@ontario.ca>, "Pagel, Alexa (ENERGY)" <alexa.pagel@ontario.ca>, "Biggs, Megan
(ENERGY)" <megan.biggs@ontario.ca>, "Barbaro, Rachel (ENERGY)"
<rachel.barbaro@ontario.ca>, "Tretiakov, llia (ENERGY)" <ilia.tretiakov@ontario.ca>, "Feather,
Adam (ENERGY)" <adam.feather@ontario.ca>, "Stromberg, Richard (MMA/MHO)"
<richard.stromberg@ontario.ca>, "Martin, Ashley S. (MMA/MHO)" <ashley.s.martin@ontario.ca>,
"Berry, James (ENERGY)" <james.berry5@ontario.ca>, "Lyon, Sam (ENERGY)"
<sam.lyon@ontario.ca>

Date: Wed, 22 Mar 2017 16:01:45 -0400

From: Electronic Media

Sent: March-22-17 4:01 PM

To: @OPO-Media Relations and Issues Management; Bevan, Andrew (OPO); McEachern, Gillian (OPO);
Donelson, Philip (OPO); Bossin, Bryan (OPO); Tomney, Genevieve (OPO); @CAB-Trans CO; Baker, Carys
(ENERGY); Berry, James (ENERGY); Bodrug, Andrew (ENERGY); Campbell, David (ENERGY); Coker,
Meaghan (ENERGY); Den Heijer, Kevin (ENERGY); DeWolfe, Julie (ENERGY); Esdaile, Trevor (ENERGY);
Festeryga, Katherine (ENERGY); Foster, David (ENERGY); Igbal, Muhammad (ENERGY); McGrath, Jessica
(ENERGY); Moseley-Williams, Kate (ENERGY); Nekolaichuk, Colin (ENERGY); Olsheski, Mark (ENERGY);
Ramasra, Raynier (ENERGY); Ruttan, Craig (ENERGY); Singh, Alysha (ENERGY); Teliszewsky, Andrew
(ENERGY); Thompson, Rachel (ENERGY); Tresise, Landon (ENERGY); Tretiakov, Ilia (ENERGY); Walman,
Evan (ENERGY)

Cc: Sumi, Craig (CAB); Di Giovanni, Robert (CAB); Law, Sally (CAB); Stinson, Jeffrey (CAB); Nutter,
George (ENERGY); Halford, Gavin (ENERGY); Electronic Media
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SarniaThis WeeHK cormcTy RATE RELIEF AT THE CENTRE OF Q UEEN’'S P ARK DEBATE
By: Sarnia-Lambton MPP Bob Bailey
March 22, 2017

http://www.sarniathisweek.com/2017/03/22/electricity-rate-relief-at-the-centre-of-queens-park-debate

The Legislative Assembly of Ontario resumed sitting on February 21st. Activity has been at a
fever pitch in the first few weeks back. Electricity prices continue to dominate the discussion.

Premier Wynne has finally acknowledged the damage that has been done by the Liberal
government’s energy policy and is now frantically searching for a way to lower energy bills. I’'m
glad that Premier Wynne has announced rate relief; | support rate relief because Ontarians are
suffering. However, many in the public and media seem skeptical of the Premier’s plan, which will
shift billions of dollars in energy system costs onto the bills of future electricity users. These
electricity customers (you, your kids, and your grandkids) will pick up the tab for billions in new
interest charges -$14 billion in interest payments to be exact — as the Premier attempts to
reduce prices today, or at least until the next provincial election in 15 months. Unfortunately, this
pricey band aid fails to address the root causes of higher electricity prices in Ontario, most of
which can be traced back to the costly energy contracts that the Liberal government signed, with
the full support of the NDP, under the disastrous Green Energy Act.

The Official Opposition PC Caucus is the only Party prepared to stop the bad contracts by
repealing the Green Energy Act. As a Party, we’ve been working on our plan and now that we
have details of what the government is doing, we’re in a position to finalize it. Further details will
be announced very soon.

Late last month | was fortunate to have my Private Member’s Bill, Bill 88 — Asbestos Use
Prohibition Act, unanimously pass second reading debate at Queen’s Park. The debate included
comments in support of the bill from both the Minister of Labour and the Minister of the
Environment and Climate Change. I’'m encouraged to have the support of two prominent
members of cabinet; hopefully they can help to persuade the Premier to move Bill 88 through the
legislative process without any further delays. Sarnia’s Mayor Mike Bradley has been calling for
a ban on asbestos in the workplace since 2001, this issue shouldn’'t have taken this long to solve.
It's time that the Province of Ontario demonstrates leadership on this issue and puts a stop to
the use of asbestos and asbestos products in the province once and for all. | will continue to
push forward this initiative; | thank all those in the community who have offered their support.



Finally, | want to mention a very special ceremony that | attended last week in Sarnia. On
March 13th at the Dante Club, the Government of Ontario and the Ministry of Citizenship and
Immigration hosted the 2017 Ontario Volunteer Service Awards to publicly thank local volunteers
for the many hours of volunteer activity that they contribute to our community.

This year’s Volunteer Service Awards ceremony in Sarnia honoured 188 volunteers from
Lambton County. 6 more Lambton County volunteers were honoured at a ceremony in Chatham
on March 16th. It was very inspiring to see such a large group of dedicated and passionate
people. It was great to see many volunteers receiving awards for the first time for 2 or more
years of continuous service to an organization. It was even more amazing to see how many
volunteers received awards for decades of service; there were more than a few volunteers
receiving awards for 45, 50, even 55 years of continuous service. | do my best to attend this
annual event each year. To have such a large group to celebrate and to have so many with such
great service records speaks volumes about the character and quality of the people of Sarnia-
Lambton. Congratulations to all of this year’s Volunteer Service Award recipients, your
contributions to our community are truly appreciated.

Toronto Slua :SHAMELESS GALL OF P rRemier W ynNE
March 21, 2017

http://www.torontosun.com/2017/03/21/the-shameless-gall-of-premier-wynne

There’s a word in Yiddish that perfectly describes the political philosophy of Premier Kathleen
Wynne.

It's “chutzpah”, which means shameless audacity, impudence or gall.

Ontarians should be prepared for repeated displays of chutzpah by Wynne as next year’s
provincial election approaches.

The latest example is a new government radio ad that Ontario Auditor General Bonnie Lysyk
describes as overtly partisan.

That means it should not have been paid for by taxpayers, but by the Liberal Party of Ontario.
In the ad, explaining Wynne’s plan to reduce hydro rates (by taking on more public debt), the
narrator tells the audience, among other things, “We’ve heard you” — meaning the Liberal
government.

That is so absurdly partisan that no one — except for Wynne’s Liberal government — would
seriously claim otherwise.

“We've” heard you? Who'’s “we”? The Wynne Liberals, of course.

Further, as both PC Leader Patrick Brown and NDP energy critic Peter Tabuns have pointed out,
the ad is hyping a government policy that hasn’t happened yet.

The hydro rate cuts don't even start until June 1.

But Wynne’s chutzpah — her shameless gall — goes further.

That’s because in 2015 she gutted a law passed by her predecessor — Dalton McGuinty — that
empowered the auditor general to disallow partisan government advertising, over the specific
objections of the auditor general.

As Lysyk explained to Sun Political Bureau Chief Shawn Jeffords in an email regarding the



appropriateness of Wynne’s hydro ad:

“Our office approved the hydro-related ads under the current version of the Government
Advertising Act. However, they would not have passed under the previous legislation because we
feel that these ads have the objective of fostering a positive impression of the government.”

In fact, ever since 2015, the Wynne Liberals have repeatedly run ads that Lysyk has described
as inappropriately partisan and “self-congratulatory” — for example on their now-defunct Ontario
pension plan.

That means they’re spending millions of taxpayer dollars — in the opinion of the auditor general
— promoting themselves in ads that should be paid for by the Liberal party.

The one bit of good news is that Lysyk has cleverly continued to comment on these partisan ads
as if the old law was in place, demonstrating the positive side of chutzpah, which can also mean
boldness or daring.

TV Transcripts (Noon)

MCTWI PP SwmtH E scortep O ur OF L ecistature D uring H Yyoro A b D EBaTE
Source: MCTV
Mar 22, 2017 12:08 PM (10)

Anchor: Some tense moments at Queen’s Park this week with the Speaker of the House actually
threatening to expel an MPP. As CTV's Paul Bliss reports, it was all part of a heated debate
over the Liberals' use of tax dollars to advertise and promote their hydro rate plan.

Glenn Thibeault, Ontario Energy Minister: They actually have no plan!

Reporter: The ruckus was well underway when the Speaker had enough, and gave PC MPP
Todd Smith the boot.

Dave Levac, Speaker of the Legislative Assembly of Ontario: The member from Prince Edward-
Hastings is hamed.

Reporter: But watch as an angry Smith refuses to leave, so upset over the Liberal spending tax
dollars to promote their 25 per cent hydro bill cut he stood his ground, pointed his finger and
yelled. This caused the Sergeant-at-Arms to approach and escort him out of the Chamber,
venting his frustration even as he was ejected.

House Speaker Levac: The member might not have known it, but he was very close to being
expelled. That kind of action shall not be tolerated in this House. That goes for anybody. That's
disrespectful and | won't tolerate it.

Reporter: The PCs have accused the Liberal government of being in contempt of Parliament for
using taxpayers' money to fund radio ads to boast about their 25 per cent cut to hydro bills when
the legislation hasn't even passed yet.

Reporter: And this is the late promotional prop that is infuriating the opposition. The Liberal Party
dispatched volunteers to Toronto subway stations this morning, handing out pamphlets to boost
the hydro plan.

Patrick Brown, Ontario PC Leader: They don't seem to care what the Auditor General says, they
don't seem to care this is disrespectful to taxpayers and they may even be in contempt of
Parliament.



Reporter: The government says it has every right to advertise the 25 per cent hydro rate
reduction to give families a chance to plan their budgets accordingly.



