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INSTANT HANSARD

>> MPP Armstrong: Speaker, my question's to the Premier. Earlier this year we learned that
enrollment for the Ontario electricity support program was only 25% of eligible families. Now we
have found that the government has excluded even more low-income families by refusing to grant
enrollment for anyone living in a unit that is not individually metered. | have seniors on low

fixed incomes calling my office and telling me they are struggling with increased hydro costs. They
don't qualify for oesp because they're -- their building's hydro bill is split among residents. They are
living in energy poverty. They are struggling with high rising hydro costs and they are below the
income cutoff. The Ontario electricity support program excludes so and others living on fixed
incomes. When will the government fix the oesp ... to ensure that all low-income families

can benefit?

>> Min. Thibeault: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | thank the Honourable member for the question. | know
there are specifics that she brought up, and while | can't speak to the specifics, Mr. Speaker, what |
can talk about is the oesp program and the great work that it's been doing since it started. It will be
11 months tomorrow, Mr. Speaker. This program is getting about 14,000 families and seniors
applying for this program, Mr. Speaker. We do want to see more families on this program and that's
why we continue to spend money on advertising, Mr. Speaker. It's a great program for it and that's
why we're making sure that we send more of these brochures to the oppos ion offices, Mr. Speaker,
to make sure that they can talk to their con stip went about it. Mr. Speaker, $45 -- constituents. $45
a month for some families goes a long way. For seniors and those families that heat their home with
electricity, Mr. Speaker, they can apply and get up to $75, Mr. Speaker and that's something we're
happy to see.
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