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INSTANT HANSARD

>> MPP Bailey: Mr. Speaker, to you and through you to the Minister of energy. Families in Sarnia-
Lambton can't afford their hydro bills. Thousands of families in my community are in

arrears. Residents have been bringing hydro bills in my office that are six, seven, $800 per

month. Local service agencies and noneprofits and service clubs are struggling to keep their doors
open. Small business and local industry are powering down investment and expansion plans because
they fear this government's policies. Billions of dollars in investment and economic impact are at
stake in Sarnia- Lambton. Minister your 8% rebate is just a band-aid solution that won't stop

the bleeding. Rates are still going up. Minister, when will you announce real relief for hydro rate
increases for the families and businesses in Sarnia- Lambton who struggle to pay or simply

can't afford their energy bills?

>> Min. Thibeault: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | would like to thank the Honourable member for

his question. | was just in the great riding of Sarnia a few weeks ago, Mr. Speaker, working with
union gas and learning about the don hub and | have to tell you, Mr. Speaker, it's a great community
and lots of investment going on and lots of businesses growing in that sec tomorrow. | know he
should be very proud of that, Mr. Speaker, because the investments that we're making in terms

of helping small businesses, Mr. Speaker, that 8% reduction will actually help many small
businesses. And if they actually use more than a megawatt of power, Mr. Speaker, over 1,000 more
businesses right across the province will actually now be able to participate in the I.C.I. Program, Mr.
Speaker. The program does two things, Mr. Speaker. First thing it does, Mr. Speaker, it helps

lower rates for these businesses between 14 and 34%, Mr. Speaker. That's one third. And also, Mr.
Speaker, the I.C.l. Program actually reduces the amount of usage during our peak. Which actually
helps the entire system, Mr. Speaker, which keeps rates lower for everyone, Mr. Speaker. Thank you
very much.

>> MPP McDonell: Thank you, Speaker. Residents and businesses in Stormont- Dundas and south
Glengarry are struggling to keep their heads above water because of unaffordable hydro bills. Mom
and pop shops in small towns are being forced to close because they can't afford to keep the

coolers on. One such store owner, the hydro bills were over $4,300 a month. He'll be forced to

close after 30 years in service. Residents are in dire financial straits and are facing disconnections
due to sudden increases, and they can't afford them, especially on fixed incomes. My question to the
Premier is simple. She knows what's causing this hardship across the province, and

today's announcement does nothing for my riding. Will she commit to stopping the construction of
the four unaffordable wind and solar projects in Stormont- Dundas and south Glengarry?



>> Min. Thibeault: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Today's announcement is good news for consumers
right across the province, Mr. Speaker. We've actually reduced $3.8 billion, Mr. Speaker, by actually
suspending the L.R.T. 2 project. That's an additional $2.45 a month, Mr. Speaker, on average for
every family. When you put that in conjunction with our three-point plan, Mr. Speaker, in terms

of making sure that there's an 8% reduction for all families across the province. If you actually take
that in consideration with the 20% reduction that rural and northern families are going to see, Mr.
Speaker, and the I.C.l. Program with businesses and then if you put that on top of reducing the debt
retirement charge, Mr. Speaker, and the six programs that we have, we are doing the single

largest reduction on electricity bills for families in this province's history, Mr. Speaker. On the other
side, Mr. Speaker, all they did was leave our system in shambles. We had to rebuild it and we've got
a safe, clean and reliable system and we're taking it to the next level to make it as affordable as can
be for everyone.
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