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INSTANT HANSARD
--------------------------------
  

>>Patrick Brown: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Premier. While the Liberal government is
in the mood of acknowledging their mistakes, I have a suggestion they can acknowledge another
one. That mistake would be the fact that this government refuses to make the cost of cap and trade visible
on natural gas bills. Mr. Speaker, will the Premier announce that miss tack is going to be corrected
today? 

>> Premier Wynne: Minister of energy.  

>> Minister Thibeault: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Once again I’m pleased to rise and acknowledge
the work that this government is doing, Mr. Speaker, to address climate change, Mr.
Speaker. The action of us doing nothing, Mr. Speaker, would have been catastrophic,
Mr. Speaker, and that's why this government that acted, brought forward cap
and trade, Mr. Speaker, and our climate change action plan. As the member well
knows, the leader of the opposition well knows, Mr. Speaker, a decision to put the cap
and trade onto the bills within, you know, natural gas, Mr. Speaker, that was a decision that was
made by the Ontario energy board, Mr. Speaker. They did consultation after consultation, Mr.
Speaker. They've talked with the industry stakeholders and they said this was a cost of doing
business, Mr. Speaker, and that cost, Mr. Speaker, will not be a part of the conversation as they
move forward, Mr. Speaker. But this was an O.E.B. Decision, Mr. Speaker. 

>> Patrick Brown: Mr. Speaker, back to the Premier . The reason this Liberal government does not
want to admit this mistake is they want to cover up and hide the fact this is a cash grab. 1.9 -
- Withdraw. The government is trying to hide this cash grab. $1.9 billion a year to pander to voters,
not to help the environment, not to make a real difference. If it was anything more than a cash grab,
they'd be open and transparent about it. This is a Premier  that promised she would be open and
transparent. And this is the opposite of the -- this is the exact opposite. So my question, Mr.
Speaker, directly to the Premier , in the spirit of being open and transparent, will you do the right
thing? Will you make sure that this cost is very visible and the government no longer hides it? 

>> Premier  Wynne: Minister of the environment and climate change. 



>> Minister Murray: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I really enjoy the leader of the opposition. The man with no
plan. He has no plan to reduce electricity by 25%. He won't support us. But he does have a plan, Mr.
Speaker, on climate change. And we're so excited about it. He wants to introduce a carbon tax. 

[ Interjections ] A carbon tax that wouldn't put 3 cents on natural gas but would put over 12. A carbon tax
that wouldn't put 4 cents on propane. It would put 10 just like B.C. He would not not 4 cents on gasoline
but 16 cents on gasoline. 

>> Patrick Brown: Mr. Speaker, back to the  Premier . Once again the Minister 's simply making it
up. You know, this is a cash grab -- 

[ Interjections ] A cash grab and the government is trying to hide it. You know, Lorrie
Goldstein pointed out, once Ontario joins the California and Québec cap and trade market next year,
all bets are off. Of the permits were sold last month in terms of the latest auction. Mr. Speaker, how
much money will taxpayers be on the hook for because of this disastrous cap and trade?

>> Minister Murray: Thank you. Mr. Speaker, let me finish because he keeps on telling us -- Mr.
Speaker, the leader of the opposition keeps on telling us that he likes this B.C. Carbon tax
model, which would add not 5 cents on diesel as our lower cost system would put. Almost 20
cents. And he says he would make Michigan the best leader ever had to use his words -- So to come
anywhere near -- and those are numbers at 20 or 30 or 40, 50 under the federal government's cap,
Mr. Speaker. That's the minimum amount, Mr. Speaker, that would be required. So if he wasn't using
the B.C. Model which costs four times service the Ontario model. 
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