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INSTANT HANSARD

>> Patrick Brown: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Premier. On September 22nd, the Premier of
Ontario told Evan Solomon that skyrocketing hydro costs where, and | quote -- were, and |

quote, worth it. Is it worth it this government forces people to choose between heating

and eating? Is it worth it that there's 567,000 House holds that are behind in their hydro bill?, Mr.
Speaker, can the Premier tell the families who can't put food on the table that these prices, using
her words, are worth it? Can she say it is worth it for the people to have to sell their homes? Can she
really tell the people of Ontario that this mess she has created is worth it?

>> Premier Wynne: Mr. Speaker, well what | can say to the leader of the opposition is that it

is absolutely imperative that we make sure that people have the supports that they need so that
they can pay their electricity bills, Mr. Speaker. The changes that we are making it make sure

that there is for example the Ontario energy support program in place, Mr. Speaker, the removal

of the debt retirement charge from the bills, Mr. Speaker, and the changes we've made most recently
that we announced in the throne speech so the removal of the provincial portion of the H.S.T., the
additional 12%, Mr. Speaker, that means that rural and northern communities have access to 20%
reduction, Mr. Speaker. All of those were an acknowledgement of the fact that the improvements
that we've made in the system, the fact that we have invested in the system has a cost associated
with it, Mr. Speaker. And we understand that we need to help people to deal with those costs every
day.

>> Patrick Brown: Mr. Speaker, back to the Premier. I'm bewildered when the Premier talks

about improvements because no one in the province of Ontario has seen improvements. | was
recently in ... in northwestern Ontario and | stopped by edina foods. | chatted with the owner there
and he had a question for the Liberal government that he asked if | could ask the Premier

directly. As a small business owner in northern Ontario, he wanted to to how he's expected to pay
his hydro bill and staff with $13,000 as his monthly bill. Mr. Speaker, are those hydro bills worth it if
a business is struggling to meet their payroll? This is a question of whether he can continue

to actually keep his staff for a local business that is previously successful. So, Mr. Speaker, my
guestion to the Premier, is her hydro mess worth it if it means that businesses are going to have to
close?

>> Premier Wynne: Mr. Speaker, you know, it's exactly why we are expanding the I.C.I. Program, Mr.
Speaker, so that smaller businesses can take advantage of the opportunity to reduce their



electricity bills by up to 34%, Mr. Speaker. | know the Minister of energy is going to want to give
them -- the member opposite some examples of businesses in the next supplementary but, Mr.
Speaker, that is precisely why we're expanding that conservation initiative, the

industrial conservation initiative. Expanding that program. Mr. Speaker, is it worth it to kids who
have asthma to have clean air because we shut the coal-fired plants? Is it worth it to communities
that have unreliable energy -- Because we invested under more than 10,000 kilometres of line that
they have reliable power? Yes, Mr. Speaker, it's worth it to have no smog days and to have a system
that is 90% clean and has been rebuilt, Mr. Speaker. It's worth it.

>> Patrick Brown: Mr. Speaker, again to the Premier. What we hear in the government's talking
points is reliable power. That's their defence for having this extraordinary disaster of an energy
policy so let's talk about their defence. Let's talk about reliable power. All you have to do is

look next-door to Québec. In 2015 Québec had three power outages that result -- Mr. Speaker,
Québec had three power outages that were a result of either faulty equipment or human error.
Ontario had 32. Total outages in Ontario equaled 11.5s. In Québec it was only 6.5 hours. Ontario has
had as many outages as B.C., Manitoba, Nova Scotia and Alberta combined. We don't have reliable
power in the province of Ontario. We have the opposite. Our hydro system is both unaffordable and
unreliable. So direct question to the Premier. How dare you say we have reliable power in

the province of Ontario? You have created a mess. Why won't you apologize to people of Ontario?

>> Min. Thibeault: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'm very pleased to rise. And answer the leader of

the opposition's question because perhaps the leader of the opposition should not be so quick to
choose who he compares our province to. He claims Québec hardly exp Erienced an outage. Two
nights ago 150,000 residents of gatineau lost their power during rush hour. It was triggered by

a substation transmission failure, Mr. Speaker. It seems that Ontario and Québec are not immune
to occasional unforeseen events and luckily we have the hardworking power workers union that
work in both of our provinces to quickly remedy these outages, Mr. Speaker. But T know the
opposition has begun to make these truly bizarre claims about dump trucks hitting holes and
weather knocking down wires, Mr. Speaker. I'd like to hear the plan from the lead ter of

the opposition how he can control car accidents and the weather, Mr. Speaker. He has no plan for
anything else. He must have a plan for that.
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