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INSTANT HANSARD

>> Patrick Brown: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Premier. The people of Ottawa deserve a
government that is going to stand up for them. And as I've said on Monday, hydro Ottawa has
requested a rate increase for families who conserve energy. It makes no sense. If you conserve
energy, you would pay more. Yet this government won't condemn that plan. Mr. Speaker, here is
another chance. Directly to the Premier, to admit to say here in the legislature that that plan is
absurd. Will the Premier tell the O.E.B. That families shouldn't be punished for conserving energy?

>> Premier Wynne: Thanks very much, Mr. Speaker. And as | have said to the leader of the

opposition, those decisions in terms of increases or not are made by the Ontario energy board, Mr.
Speaker. | think he knows that and it is up to the Ontario energy board to look at the facts laid before it and
to make that decision. And as we know, Mr. Speaker, sometimes the O.E.B. Grants an increase and
sometimes they do not, Mr. Speaker, and it's up to them to make that decision.

>> Patrick Brown: Mr. Speaker, back to the Premier. When the Premier wants to get involved and
have her P.S.T. Rebate, then she can get involved in hydro. All of a sudden now she can't get
involved because the people of Ottawa she thinks it's appropriate they're charged more

for conserving energy. It's absurd. Then again, Mr. Speaker, this is the same Premier that has
overcharged the people of Ontario by $9.2 billion for renewable contracts. This is the same
Premier. This is the same government that has taken $1.3 million in donations from some

30 companies for the Ontario Liberal party for bad policy. So my question is, Mr. Speaker, rates are
going to go you on November 1st, long before any band-aid solution. Will the Premier do the right
thing? Does her government refuse to condemn this possible rate increase? Do the right

thing. Happy families suffering —

>> Premier Wynne: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, | had the opportunity this
morning to meet with the governor of Arizona, and we had a number of very fruitful conversations
about issues that we were both dealing with in our jurisdiction. But one of them we had, Mr.
Speaker, was about energy and we talked about the fact that, in Ontario, we have shut down the
coal fired plant, that we have invested in our electricity grid, Mr. Speaker, and, you know, folks in
Arizona are looking at jurisdiction regards as they make decisions about climate change, Mr. Speaker.
So we have taken steps in this province, Mr. Speaker. We have a 9% emissions-free grid. We've
invested in what was. Unreliable and dirty electricity grid, Mr. Speaker. No smog days this year, Mr.
Speaker. That's because of decisions that we have made on electricity grid in Ontario.



>> Patrick Brown: Mr. Speaker, again to the Premier. The Premier can speak to any governor she
likes. She can speak to any Premier she likes and they're all happy with Ontario's energy policy
because we're sending jobs to every other state, jobs to every other province. That energy policy is
a disaster. We are giving away electricity under this Premier's hydro plan and she does not
appreciate how it's hurting families. Just last week in committee we heard stories about how this is
hurting Ontario. Norma Schmidt told the legislative committee that this Liberal plan is a slap in the
face to Ontario. Margaret Thomas from Brussels said when it comes to hydro, there is no joy in rural
and northern House holds. Terrence green said -- who lives in Ottawa South called the rebate
simply window-dressing. So, Mr. Speaker, we've heard it at committee. We've heard it around

the province. Why won't the Premier act? Why won't the Premier help? Is it because she took
$1.3 million and donated it? That's the only reason she refuses to actually fix the hydro problem?

>> Min. Thibeault: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’'m very pleased to rise. I'm looking for people to -

- Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Once again I’'m pleased to rise to address the questions by the leader

of the opposition. Mr. Speaker, as we've said we've invested in a modernized electricity system, Mr.
Speaker, and we took a dirty system and made it clean by completely eliminating dirty coal-

fired generation, meaning Ontario has a cleaner future, Mr. Speaker. We don't have to send

out warnings, Mr. Speaker, any more telling people not to go outside and breathe, Mr. Speaker,
something that that government when they were in power had to do almost on a daily basis, Mr.
Speaker. You know, Mr. Speaker, families in Ontario now won't have -- Thank you, Mr. Speaker. So
that ask, Mr. Speaker, is instant and permanent come January 1st, Mr. Speaker. 8% reduction to all
families right across the province, Mr. Speaker. That's the one thing that's benefitting families.
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