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INSTANT HANSARD

>> MPP Forster: Thank you, Speaker. My question's to the Premier. Jack o'neill is a friend,
a longtime community senior activist and president of friend over 55 seniors centre in port colborne. It
is the oldest in -- independent nonprofit seniors recreation centre in the niagara region and

the services are dependent on membership fees and donations. Last year the centre's hydro bill was
just over $150 for the month of April. This year their hydro bill, | have it here, is almost $600. If this
government doesn't put a stop to the sell-off of Hydro One, it's going to be impossible for Jack to
afford to pay these bills while still keeping his centre open. What is the Premier going to do today
for Jack and for seniors in my community who risk losing programming and svices because

of skyrocketing hydro bills?

>> Minister Thibeault: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | not Minister of seniors will want to answer in

the supplementary as well. But when it comes to hydro bills, Mr. Speaker, cost for electricity, all of
those bills in this province will be going down by summer on average 25%, Mr. Speaker. And | know
the Honourable member mentioned Hydro One. Hydro One customers with designations of r1 and
r2, Mr. Speaker, will see a 40 to 50% reduction on their bills as well. So, Mr. Speaker, we

are addressing many of the concerns that people have when it comes to hydro bills. When it comes
to seniors, Mr. Speaker, we are ensuring that the Ontario electricity support program is

being enhanced by an additional 50%. So on top of the 25% and the 40 to 50%. When you add in
another $540 a year, Mr. Speaker, rates for seniors in this province are coming down significantly
and long lasting, Mr. Speaker.

>> MPP Forster: Speaker, we've seen the commercials but we haven't seen the legislation. So we
heard yesterday that the Premier's going to sell off more shares of Hydro One. This comes days after
the Premier actually defended Hydro One's executive pay increases of 500%. Meanwhile seniors in
my community could lose programming and services, and Jack and the seniors at the seniors centre
are seeing these skyrocketing hydro bills that are going through the roof. Speaker, will the
government put a stop today for further sell-off of Hydro One and put vulnerable seniors ahead of
shareholders?



>> Minister Thibeault: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. When it comes to vulnerable seniors, we've acted
with a fair hydro plan where they're going to see a 25% reduction on their bills. There's also the
Ontario electricity support program where they're going to see a 50% increase to that rebate so they
can see another $540 off their bills. So when it comes to vulnerable seniors, when it comes to
vulnerable people in this province, it makes you wonder why that they would put them on the

last page of their plan, Mr. Speaker. We have made sure that we are acting. We are acting as quickly
as we can to bring forward a comprehensive piece of legislation that will ensure 25% reduction by
summer. So much so, Mr. Speaker, that the O.E.B. And -- in anticipation of our plan, have brought
forward an additional 9%. Bringing the reduction right now to 17%. Whether it comes to the sale of
Hydro One, we will make sure we invest that money in infrastructure across this province.

N.B.: Transcripts are captured by a closed captioning system and may contain errors.



