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INSTANT HANSARD

>> MPP Gates: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is to the acting Premier. | stood up
in this House many times before to try and explain to you what your hydro crisis is doing to Ontario. Manor
cleaners had 30 employees with locations in Niagara Falls and St. Catharines. They're another example of
a business struggling to afford their hydro cut rates. Their hydro bills in 2017 have doubled. They tell me
that dry cleaners across Ontario can't raise their prices fast enough to keep up with their hydro bills. And if
they do, they can't hold onto the customers who are struggling to pay their own hydro bill. My question to
the acting Premier -- will the government commit today to make real changes to our hydro system

to ensure that businesses in Ontario have the ability to stay open and equally important queen

their workers employed? Thank you.

>> Minister Thibeault: Thank you, Mr. Speaker ,. Thank you for the member for -- Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. Very pleased to stand and rise and talk about how Ontario's fair hydro plan is going to help
500,000 small businesses and farms right across the province, Mr. Speaker. Not knowing the specifics
of the business that the Honourable member mentioned, if they're a general-service business, Mr.
Speaker, as the 500,000 businesses right across the province are, Mr. Speaker, they'll be receiving a
25% rate reduction, Mr. Speaker. That is significant for small businesses right across the province. |
know, Mr. Speaker, we've been working with the Minister of economic development and growth

to also continue to have a very Protz Prus business climate in this province, Mr. Speaker. And that's
something that we're going to continue to see in this province. Our businesses are going to grow,
hire more people, create more jobs and that's something we should all be proud of. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

>> MPP Gates: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | can tell you, to the Minister and both Minister s that manor
cleaners called me. I didn't call them about their hydro bill. And it's absolutely disgusting that the
Minister would stand up and laugh at a question I’'m asking about hydro when hydro in this province
is in crisis. Disgusting and shameful you do that. | didn't call -- they called me. There's a real and
serious problem in the hydro system in this province. To put out the flames, a pail of water. Mr.
Speaker, it's not putting out the fire and it's not stopping the closures of businesses right across the
province of Ontario. | ask the acting Premier again -- will you commit to take immediate action to
help small businesses in Ontario. With their crushing hydro bills by stopping the sale of Hydro One
and taking real action to lower hydro bills?



>> Minister Thibeault: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Pleased once again to be able to stand and rise

and talk about how all businesses, Mr. Speaker, will be getting a 25% reduction when we

bring forward Ontario's fair hydro plan, Mr. Speaker. That is actually relief that is coming for
businesses right across the province. Unlike that party, Mr. Speaker, that puts forward a plan that's
pie in the sky, Mr. Speaker. Many of their proposals rely on vague yet-to-be-determined

expert panels to be convened sometime in the future. | not P.C.S, Mr. Speaker, don't even have time
to think about a plan. But on that side of the House, Mr. Speaker, they have no idea on how to
deal with it. This expert panel, Mr. Speaker, with the NDP Have they heard back from anything, Mr.
Speaker, yet? They have not. Let's be honest, Mr. Speaker. The feds aren't even returning their
calls. Maybe that's why they're sending out the member from Bramalea- Gore- Malton to go to
Ottawa. Mr. Speaker ,. So to see action to help small businesses you look to this government, Mr.
Speaker. To see no action, look at the other side.

N.B.: Transcripts are captured by a closed captioning system and may contain errors.



