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INSTANT HANSARD

>> Andrea Horwath: Thank you verv much. Speaker. My next question's also for the
Premier. Last week, I also visited with Cheryl and Scott Rickman at their farm in

Chatham. They told me that they pay $75,000 in hydro bills last year alone. For a small
business that's a lot to take, Speaker. The Premier says she's concerned about hydro
bills like Scott and Cheryl's, but her plan doesn't give them any long-term protection. Why is
the Premier bringing in a short-term band-aid when what she needs is a long-term fix. What they need,
what Ontario needs is a long-term fix to the energy system that this Liberal government messed up in the
first place.

>> Minister Thibeault: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We're very pleased to be able to stand and talk

about the fair hydro plan, Mr. Speaker, and how this is going to benefit farms right across the
province, Mr. Speaker ,, farms that will see a 25% reduction, Mr. Speaker, in their electricity bills, Mr.
Speaker. This does much, much more for small businesses right across this province, Mr. Speaker.
And at the same time those businesses that are larger, Mr. Speaker, those businesses like our

small manufacturing sector, they can now qualify for, Mr. Speaker, the enhanced I.C.I.

Program. That's, Mr. Speaker, helping them save up to a third, a third of their energy bill, Mr.
Speaker. That's, Mr. Speaker, because we've taken action to ensure that we're helping not

only residences, not only small businesses, not only farms but our manufacturing sector, Mr.
Speaker, and our large businesses as well.

>> Andrea Horwath: Speaker, Scott and Cheryl have reduced their hydro consumption by 40% over
the past year, but none of that, none of that translated into lower electricity bills. The Premier's
plan doesn't address time-of-use pricing. It doesn't address bad contracts that she signed. It doesn't
address the oversupply of energy that we are paying private and foreign companies to generate that
we don't even use, Speaker. It doesn't stop the wrong-headed sell-off of Hydro One. Can the Premier
explain to small business owners, like the richmans, why her plan doesn't address any of

the underlying problems in our hydro system and why any relief that comes under her plan will only
be temporary?

>> Minister Thibeault: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. What | think the leader of the third party needs to
do is put down her plan that doesn't address anything, Mr. Speaker. It doesn't save one cent



for families or businesses in this province, Mr. Speaker. And actually look at ours, Mr. Speaker, and
see what the fair hydro plan does. 25% reduction, Mr. Speaker, for small businesses, farms and
residences right across the province, Mr. Speaker. |.C.I. Programs enhanced, Mr. Speaker. Helping our
manufacturing sector and all our businesses, Mr. Speaker. We're actually helping low-income
individuals, Mr. Speaker, which their plan didn't even address, Mr. Speaker, until the last page. We're
making sure those who are most vulnerable, Mr. Speaker, actually get the help that they need. When
it comes to our first nations, Mr. Speaker, those living on reserve, we are also making sure, Mr.
Speaker, that there is a new rate for them. They're actually getting actually help, Mr. Speaker. We're
actually helping in the province, unlike the opposition over on that side, Mr. Speaker.

>> Andrea Horwath: Speaker, nobody believes for a minute anything that came out of the mouth of
that Minister a moment ago. Certainly nowhere near the reality of -- look. Here is the reality though,
Speaker. The Liberal plan does nothing more than make a last-ditch effort on behalf of this
government and this Premier and her political party that's trying to hold on to power here in

this province for just a little bit later. Maru Malik knows it, Speaker. The rickmans know it, and in fact
everybody in Ontario saw it for exactly what it was last week. When will this Premier stop putting
the interests of her banker friends and her political party ahead of the interests of small businesses,
families, industries and mining in the province of Ontario?

>> Minister Thibeault: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. So let's talk about who else is talking about the

fair hydro plan and all of its benefits, Mr. Speaker. Francesca Dobin executive director of the United
Way Bruce- Grey, Kathleen Wynne's government is listening to people. With these positively changes
our rural community will now truly benefit from the low cost power it produces. Isidor day the
Ontario regional chief. The elimination of the delivery charge will assist our citizens by

reducing energy poverty in our communities and also represents recognition for the use of the land
and the development and expansion of provincial energy grids. Today's commitment by the Ontario
government is commendable and allows a path forward for greater quality of life for our first nations
in Ontario. Mr. Speaker, | can keep going on the number of quotes that we have here. I'll do so, Mr.
Speaker. | know | won't have time but | look forward to talking about more, Mr. Speaker, in some of
my supplementaries.
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