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INSTANT HANSARD
--------------------------------
  

>> MPP Pettapiece: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is for the Minister of energy. When speaking
about the mess his government has made of the energy file, the Minister refused to call it a
crisis. My constituents disagree. In the Stratford condo building, bills have more than doubled. Their
monthly global adjustment charge alone was over $2,600. Another constituent got a bill for over
$100 for using no power at all. Their mother contacted me. She burst into tears and was terrified
after learning rates could increase twice a year. I asked the Minister if this isn't a crisis, what is it? 

>> Min. Thibeault: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. A crisis is when you don't have a system that's unreliable and
doesn't work, Mr. Speaker, and that's the system that they left for us, Mr. Speaker, that we had to pick up
and take over, Mr. Speaker. That was the crisis. We understand on this side of the House, Mr. Speaker,
that there are some families that are having difficulty, Mr. Speaker, and that's why we brought forward the
bill, Mr. Speaker, that's going to have an 8% reduction as of January 1st to help all families across
the province, Mr. Speaker. We're very pleased that that bill passed last week because that will
be something that's effectively going to help all families right across the province, families that on their
homes, small farms, Mr. Speaker, and small businesses. We're happy to see that pass, Mr. Speaker, and
we're also happy to see there's going to be that 20% reduction for 330 families across the province
that live in rural or remote parts, Mr. Speaker ,. It's not just us saying that, Mr. Speaker. You know
what? The C.E.O. Of the Ontario chamber of commerce says the announcement that we made is a very
significant one for residents, small industry and it's the most important group that will be able to benefit
from this, Mr. Speaker. 

>> MPP Pettapiece: Thank you, Speaker. Speaker, that's not fooling anyone. Neither is this
government's multimillion-dollar advertising. They told us the Ontario electricity support
program would help those who need it but they didn't make the benefits automatic. Instead they
forced people to apply. Why? Because the Liberals, as usual, wanted maximum political benefit. This
way they could waste almost $12 million on consultants, publications, media and advertising. That
includes $9 million to line the pockets of Liberal-friendly consultants. Meanwhile many can't
afford to keep the furnace running. That, sir, is a disgrace. Will the Minister explain to my
constituent why this government is using their money to sell such a scam? 

>> Min. Thibeault: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I guess he doesn't understand the whole concept about
the Canada revenue agency, Mr. Speaker, and making sure that we work with the federal
government on this, like you're mandated to do and we do, Mr. Speaker, on this side of the House.



In terms of the money that we're spending on this, Mr. Speaker, we're very proud on this side of the
House that $21 million has been spent so far, providing support to 145,000 families in ten months,
Mr. Speaker. In fact we've got another 14,000 families that are signing up for this program every
month, Mr. Speaker. We want more. We have a budget of $225 million, Mr. Speaker, to help families
right across the province, Mr. Speaker. The unfortunate thing, Mr. Speaker, is on that side of the
House they don't talk about this program because they know it will help families, Mr. Speaker. What
they like to do is just make up some numbers, Mr. Speaker. We talk about making sure that we're
starting up a program that's helping 145,000 families, Mr. Speaker. We want more families to sign up
and that's why we continue to talk about it and advertise it on this side of the House, Mr. Speaker .
 

 
N.B.: Transcripts are captured by a closed captioning system and may contain errors.
 
 


