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INSTANT HANSARD
--------------------------------
 >> MPP Smith: Thank you, Speaker. We'll try this again with the Minister of energy today. The
people's guarantee lays out an additional 12% off families' hydro bills, but it doesn't stop there,
Speaker. It will rein in ridiculous executive salaries like the ones at Hydro One. We know the Liberals
won't because they're the ones who signed the contracts in the first place for $4.5 million for the
C.E.O. In Hydro One. Mr. Speaker, the P.C.S will rain in the $4.5 million salaries that the Liberals are
doling out. Will the Liberals keep handing out millions in salaries that Ontarians can't afford?

 

>> Minister Thibeault: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The Liberal government will continue to act on behalf
of the people of Ontario and keep electricity affordable as possible, as clean as possible and reliable
as possible, Mr. Speaker. Unlike the opposition that has a plan to rip up contracts, Mr. Speaker. Rip
up contracts that are signed. You know what, Mr. Speaker ? At the end of the day, that really makes
this province a banana republic so it actually makes you think about what they've done, Mr. Speaker,
when they're putting in -- So, Mr. Speaker, again it begs the question, what are they going to
continue to cut? Talked about the $575 million for social housing repairs. Are they going to cut the
Ontario electricity support program? Are they going to cut the triple R.P. Which helps hundreds of
thousands of people right across our province especially in rural and northern parts of the province.

 

>> MPP Smith: Mr. Speaker, the members of the Liberal government keep fabricating these tales.
They're just not believable. Withdraw. Mr. Speaker, they're making it up as they go along. It's a word



that starts with "L" and ends with "S." They cannot continue to do this. They can't continue -- Thank
you, sir. Withdraw. Withdraw. Referring to Liberals, Mr. Speaker. $4.5 million salaries -- Thank you,
Speaker. $4.5 million salaries are the legacy of this Liberal government in Ontario. They're the
reason, one of the reasons, one of the many reasons. Why Ontario has astronomical hydro prices.
Speaker, dot Liberals not think Ontario need long-lasting relief on their hydro bills instead of their
cynical borrowing schemes?

 

>> Minister Thibeault: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 25% reduction is something that we've seen in this
province, Mr. Speaker, over the last few months that they voted against, Mr. Speaker. When you're
wanting to talk about how we're helping families, this this is significant savings for families but also
begs the question as to how they're going to explain the $12 billion in cuts, or what about the
$1,200 that families will see in annual costs thanks to their carbon tax scheme, Mr. Speaker ? And
that is more. That is absolutely more than any tax cut that they're proposing, Mr. Speaker, or even
to be offering. Unlike our cap and trade on greenhouse gas solutions from business, their carbon tax
would even not ensure that emissions would be reduced either, Mr. Speaker. So you know the
Conservatives are also hiding the fact that -- Cut over $6 billion in green projects that help fight
climate change and the important thing about energy and environment, Mr. Speaker, is these two
work hand in hand.

 

>> MPP Smith: Thanks, Speaker. Again I’m talking about electricity prices in Ontario. The Minister just
doesn't understand or he wants to talk about something else. But if he wants to talk about cap and
trade, we will keep hundreds of millions of dollars from leaving Ontario for Hollywood, California,
and Québec city, Québec, keeping that money here in Ontario to provide tax relief in this province.
Instead of spending money elsewhere. You know the government's own internal documents and the
auditor general has confirmed that if the Wynne Liberals are reelected Ontario's electricity rates are
going to skyrocket to the highest that they've ever been. They can't be trusted, Speaker. That's why
the people's guarantee is a plan for long-lasting hydro relief here in Ontario. So, Mr. Speaker, the
question is simple this morning. Why doesn't the government support real long-lasting relief for
Ontario electricity customers?

 

>> Minister Thibeault: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Long lasting relief was brought to the people of
Ontario and they voted against it, Mr. Speaker. Their record shows that they could care less about
making sure that the people of Ontario actually get a break and actually worry about making sure
that they can put a glossy magazine that people will recycle as quickly as they will when they read it,
Mr. Speaker. We're making sure that we're helping families with a 25% reduction. We're making sure
we're helping our first nations individuals. We're making sure that we help our individuals who live
in northern and rural parts of our province, Mr. Speaker. We know that the fine print in the back of
their document talks about $12 billion in cuts. This includes over $6 billion of across-the-board
unspecified cuts. What does that mean, Mr. Speaker ,? Thousands of teachers being fired? You know
thousands of registered nurses without a job. That's what their legacy is, Mr. Speaker. On this side of
the House, our legacy is building this province up.
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