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>> MPP Tabuns: Thank you, Speaker. Speaker, my question to the  Premier . Today Ontario's
financial accountability officer reported that people living in rural and northern Ontario see more of
each pay cheque going to paying their energy bills. Low-income people spend three and a half times
more of their income on energy bills than the wealthiest Ontarians. Selling Hydro One is always going
to push those rates higher. Opening up local hydro utilities to privatization is always going to push
up those rates higher. For a lot of people living in rural and northern Ontario or people living on low
incomes, they already feel like they're at a breaking point. Bills go higher, their kids won't be able to
afford a better life. Will the Premier  commit to no more sell-off of the hydro system? 

>> Min. Thibeault: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’d like to thank the Honourable member for
this question. Of course you know I hope he's referring all of the rural customers to the
20% reduction that we've brought forward in our bill. But let's not forget about all the other
programs that we have in place, Mr. Speaker. We got rid of the debt retirement charge, Mr. Speaker.
That's no longer on the bills for our consumers. Let's make sure that we have six programs. The
O.E.S. P. program is one that I would encourage the Honourable member to encourage individuals
to contact their local utility. But when it comes to the financial accountability officer, Mr. Speaker,
the F.A.O. Report this August confirmed the average family in Ontario spends less on electricity than
in every other province except British Columbia. When it comes to total home energy costs, Ontario
is –So what's remarkable about these findings is that Ontario has already done the heavy lifting
in modernizing? Our infrastructure and transitioning off of coal generation, Mr. Speaker. We
continue to find to reduce costs to consumers. 

>> MPP Tabuns: Speaker, the other side didn't hear the question. So I’ll rephrase it. Over and over
people say they want the next generation to be able to build a better life. But for too many people
they feel like their bills are making that almost impossible. To quote the F.A.O., House hold home
energy spending is a greater burden for lower income House holds. Rural and northern families and
low income families feel every increase. Taking the H.S.T. Off hydro is a first step, but it can't be the
only step to getting bills under control. Stopping the sell-off has to be the next step. Will the
Premier  commit to ending the sell-off of the hydro system?

>> Min. Thibeault: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We continue to find ways to reduce energy costs
for consumers right across the province and today's announcement of suspending and cancelling the
lrt2 program, Mr. Speaker, will save families additional 2.45 off their bill, Mr. Speaker. But in terms of
broadening ownership of Hydro One, Mr. Speaker, we've done that, Mr. Speaker, to ensure that we
can continue to do what Ontario families want, to create growth and to create jobs, Mr. Speaker,



and I was in the great riding of North Bay and kapuskasing to make announcements
of infrastructure, Mr. Speaker, that's going into these communities. And that's thanks, Mr. Speaker,
in terms of broadening Hydro One. We will continue to do what's best for families on this side of the
House while they just shake their fists, Mr. Speaker. Thank you very much. 
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