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INSTANT HANSARD

>>Patrick Brown: Mr. Speaker my question is for the Minister of energy. I'm going to put
forward a pretty simple question. It doesn't require spin. It doesn't require fluff. It doesn't
require historical context. There will be no need to blame people from 20 years ago or
say your dog ate your homework. What | want to know directly to the minute ser of
energy, is exactly what was the net financial loss&incurred by the Liberal government
when exporting power over the last two years?

>>Minister Thibeault: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. So the exact number is $236 million in
benefits, Mr. Speaker. As estimated by the experts in the independent electricity system
operator, Mr. Speaker. And these benefits translate into reduced costs for the
ratepayers, Mr. Speaker, something that we as a government see as so important.
That's why we brought forward the fair hydro plan and reduced rates by 25%, something
that they voted against, Mr. Speaker. In 2013 the net benefits of our exports has been
over $1 billion in savings to Ontario ratepayers, Mr. Speaker. Now if we want to go back
to when they had their history and their talks about what they did in the sector, they were
actually spending $7 million in electricity in one day. Just to keep keep the air
conditioners going, Mr. Speaker. They were complaining about having to import. We now
export and make money, Mr. Speaker .

>> Patrick Brown: Mr. Speaker, again to the Minister of energy. The Minister of energy
just said they make money on exports. And unfortunately, R. Speaker, facts still matter in
Ontario. His response is actually incorrect. The Ontario society of professional engineers
laid it all out and it was reported in the financial post. The report shows -- | will quote, Mr.
Speaker, the chief exports surplus nuclear solar wind and hydro power could have cost
Ontario as much as $1.25 billion over 21 months. So the facts are in the financial post,
$1.25 billion squandered by this Liberal government, lost to Michigan, New York and all
across the northern United States. So, Mr. Speaker, we don't need fake spin. Facts do
matter. And will the Minister of energy stand in the House and say that the financial post
is wrong, engineers are wrong? No one believes this government's fake spin. Come
clean. Tell us the truth.

>>Ministher Thibeault:Thank you, Mr. Speaker. He is right. Facts do matter in Ontario
and that's why we bring forward facts each and every day, while they're the party that
talks about spin when they have no policy and no idea what to do in this sector, Mr.
Speaker. The experts in this sector are the independent electricity system operators, the
people that run our system day in and day out, Mr. Speaker. And | take their advice and |



listen to what they have to say very carefully. And what the ieso says, Mr. Speaker, and
maybe they should listen, is that we have made $236 million -- Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
We made $236 million last year. We made $238 million the year before and we made
more than that the year before that, Mr. Speaker. You want to go back all the way into
history? Let's go back to 2002 and 2003. When Ontario paid $900 million to import
electricity because they let the system go.

>> Patrick Brown: Mr. Speaker, again to the Minister of energy. It's almost comedy hour
here. The Minister of energy's saying they rebuilt energy? This government --Mr.
Speaker, the Minister of energy being proud of his record on hydro? They tripled rates
since 2003 and they're proud of it? They've allowed a situation to occur where we're
subsidizing businesses in Michigan, Pennsylvania, the northern United States. You're
charging Ontario families to subsidize our competitors. And facts matter, Mr. Speaker. So
| will repeat my question to the Minister of energy. Are you saying that the financial post
and the Ontario society of professional engineers are wrong when they say you blew
over $1 billion -- Mr. Speaker, | can understand why the government's getting testy about
their own record of blowing $1 billion. But | just want the Minister of energy to come
clean, to tell the House the truth. Is the Ontario society of professional engineers, is "The
financial post" correct --When they say this government blew $1 billion?

>>Minister Thibeault: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. So when we look at the experts, the
independent electricity system operator, who runs our system. Who knows that day in
and day out needs of our entire system, our entire province, Mr. Speaker. They have
said since 2013 we have seen $1 billion in savings. And of course I'm very proud of the
record of this government and what we've done with the electricity sector, Mr. Speaker.
We've rebuilt the system that they left in Tatters. $70 billion to actually fix the system, Mr.
Speaker. Let's start looking at it. Eliminating coal. Making sure that individuals like
Matthew, a 10-year-old boy, who hasn't had to go to the hospital for a year-and-a-half
because the air is clean? That's something | know everyone on this side of the House So
| will continue to work for people like Matthew and for other children in this province who
need clean air to breathe, unlike that party who vote against everything that we do to
make this province better for people like Matthew, for seniors, for adults, for children. We
make sure that we look after the people of our province, unlike that party, Mr. Speaker.
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