
RE: Statement From Minister Duguid

From: "Mather, Alex (MEDG)" <alex.mather@ontario.ca>
To: "McPhail, Blane (OPO)" <blane.mcphail@ontario.ca>, "Von Bargen, Alissa (MEDG)"

<alissa.vonbargen@ontario.ca>, "Janmohamed, Tanvir (MEDG)"
<tanvir.janmohamed@ontario.ca>

Cc: "Killorn, Bill (OPO)" <bill.killorn@ontario.ca>, "Forgione, Andrew (OPO)"
<andrew.forgione@ontario.ca>, "Lazarus, Jordan (OPO)" <jordan.lazarus@ontario.ca>,
"Beaudry, Jennifer (OPO)" <jennifer.beaudry2@ontario.ca>, "Moulton, Dan (ENERGY)"
<dan.moulton@ontario.ca>, "Xavier, Katrina (ENERGY)" <katrina.xavier@ontario.ca>,
"Campbell, David (ENERGY)" <david.campbell2@ontario.ca>

Date: Wed, 19 Oct 2016 14:17:08 -0400

Received. We’ll prep to send.
 
From: McPhail, Blane (OPO) 
Sent: October-19-16 2:16 PM
To: Von Bargen, Alissa (MEDG); Mather, Alex (MEDG); Janmohamed, Tanvir (MEDG)
Cc: Killorn, Bill (OPO); Forgione, Andrew (OPO); Lazarus, Jordan (OPO); Beaudry, Jennifer (OPO);
Moulton, Dan (ENERGY); Xavier, Katrina (ENERGY); Campbell, David (ENERGY)
Subject: RE: Statement From Minister Duguid
 
Hey team,
 
Following up on Jordan’s email from yesterday. Hoping the statement below can be sent
to Gallery this afternoon.  
 
Thanks
 
Blane

 
It’s unfortunate that both opposition leaders continue to talk down Ontario and
mislead Ontarians about residential energy costs in this province. The reality is
that while there have been costs associated with taking our dirty, unreliable
electricity system and making it clean and dependable, residents in Ottawa and
Toronto are still paying less per month on average ($161.52 and $178.08
respectively) than their counterparts in large U.S. cities like New York ($295.22),
Boston ($276.87) and Detroit ($202.40).
(Source: Hydro Quebec, Comparison of Electricity Prices in Major North American Cities. All

$ in CAD.)
 

What’s important about these comparisons is that even though they continue to
burn dirty coal, our electricity rates are still cheaper. The good news is that Ontario
is in this position even after doing the heavy lifting in terms of rebuilding aging
infrastructure and transitioning off of coal. Thanks to our early leadership,
Ontarians won’t see the cost increases fossil fuel-dependent states like Michigan,
New York, and Pennsylvania will. Ontarians are also healthier now because of
cleaner air, with this year’s Toronto Vital Signs report showing premature deaths and
hospitalizations as a result of air pollution having dropped by 23% and 41% respectively since
2004.



 
We’re also beating these states when it comes to economic growth and job
creation. In fact, if you look at Real GDP Growth in 2015, Ontario (2.6%) grew
faster than New York (1.4%), Pennsylvania (1.7%), and Michigan (1.4%). Ontario
has also gained more jobs than both Michigan and Pennsylvania since the
recessionary low in 2009, having created over 615,000 net new jobs. Ontario also
continues to lead the country in Foreign Direct Investment.
(Source: Statistics Canada, U.S. Census Bureau, U.S. Bureau of Economic
Analysis, U.S. Bureau of Labour Statistics and Ontario Ministry of Finance)

 
 
From: Lazarus, Jordan (OPO) 
Sent: October-18-16 11:35 AM
To: 'Von Bargen, Alissa (MEDG)'; Mather, Alex (MEDG); Janmohamed, Tanvir (MEDG)
Cc: Forgione, Andrew (OPO); Killorn, Bill (OPO); Beaudry, Jennifer (OPO); Campbell, David (ENERGY);
Xavier, Katrina (ENERGY); Moulton, Dan (ENERGY)
Subject: Statement From Minister Duguid
 
Hey Guys,
 
Hoping you could send the below email as a statement from Minister Duguid to the
Gallery before question period ends. We will be doing this each day for the foreseeable
future.
 
Proposed Email
 
Today in question period Patrick Brown once again made false claims about Ontario’s
energy sector and our economy. He once again talked down Ontario’s business climate
and encouraged businesses to set up shop in neighbouring U.S. jurisdictions even
though just yesterday the Ontario Chamber of Commerce released a report where they
said “the Red Tape Challenge and the Business Initiative Growth Initiative demonstrate
government’s commitment to reforms that will strengthen the competitiveness of
Ontario’s economy.”
 
So let’s once again look at the actual facts.
 
In 2015 Ontario’s average industrial electricity prices (c/kWh) were $8.35 in the South
and $6.35 in the North. These rates are lower than New York $8.72, Pennsylvania $9.59,
Michigan $9.13, and the U.S. industrial average $8.71.
(Source: http://www.hydroquebec.com/publications/en/docs/comparaison-electricity-
prices/comp_2016_en.pdf , Ontario Ministry of Energy, IESO)
 



 
Even though these jurisdictions rely heavily on burning dirty coal we’re beating them when
it comes to industrial electricity prices and we’re beating them when it comes to
employment growth.
 
If you look at employment growth between these jurisdictions since 2009 Ontario has
seen growth of 9.4%, with Michigan at 8.8%, Pennsylvania at 6.6% and New York at
2.4%.
(Source: Statistics Canada, U.S. Census Bureau, U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis,
U.S. Bureau of Labour Statistics and Ontario Ministry of Finance.)
 


