
Re: ENERGY media calls

From: "Nekolaichuk, Colin (ENERGY)" <colin.nekolaichuk@ontario.ca>
To: "Forgione, Andrew (OPO)" <andrew.forgione@ontario.ca>, "@OPO-Media Relations and Issues

Management" <opo-mediarelationsandissuesmgmt@msgov.gov.on.ca>
Cc: "Berry, James (ENERGY)" <james.berry5@ontario.ca>, "Den Heijer, Kevin (ENERGY)"

<kevin.denheijer@ontario.ca>, "Teliszewsky, Andrew (ENERGY)"
<andrew.teliszewsky@ontario.ca>

Date: Tue, 06 Jun 2017 07:39:08 -0400

The short answer we got from Ministry is that the OEB will 'restrain' any rate increases to
inflation. We're waiting on a full fact-checked explanation. The reporter didn't have any
follow ups that I know of but we do want to be prepped.

Colin Nekolaichuk | Press Secretary
Office of the Hon. Glenn Thibeault | Minister of Energy
T: 416-325-2690 C: 647-504-4928
colin.nekolaichuk@ontario.ca

Sent from my BlackBerry 10 smartphone on the Rogers network.

From: Forgione, Andrew (OPO)
Sent: Tuesday, June 6, 2017 7:17 AM
To: Nekolaichuk, Colin (ENERGY); @OPO-Media Relations and Issues Management
Cc: Berry, James (ENERGY); Den Heijer, Kevin (ENERGY); Teliszewsky, Andrew (ENERGY)
Subject: Re: ENERGY media calls

Thx Colin - for the OEB media call on hydro one rate application, if they get a rate increase
approved for their distribution rates, how would bills still decrease by avg of 25%? And Did
reporter have any follow up Q's on it? 

A. Forgione
(647)-205-3475

From: Nekolaichuk, Colin (ENERGY)
Sent: Monday, June 5, 2017 5:39 PM
To: @OPO-Media Relations and Issues Management
Cc: Berry, James (ENERGY); Den Heijer, Kevin (ENERGY); Teliszewsky, Andrew (ENERGY)
Subject: ENERGY media calls

Hi all,
 



Our agencies received the calls listed below. MO did not receive any requests today.
 
Regarding the Hydro One rate application, the first community meeting is in Leamington on June 15.
This is a standard part of the rate application process. We’ve developed an explanatory summary
and messaging which our MPP liaison will be sending to caucus tomorrow. Please let us know if you
have any questions.
 
Agencies: 3 inquiries

Agency: OEB
 
Topic : Cyber Security Framework
 
Reporter & Outlet : Geoff Zochodne, QP Briefing
 
Response Type : OEB spokesperson
 
Reporter’s Questions:
 
Looking to discuss the report in general and why there's a need for it?
 
Why are natural gas distributors included and what happens next with the report?
 
Response:
 
The OEB will decline to do an interview on the Framework report however we
have posted a letter to distributors at the same time the Cyber Security Framework
was placed online. 
 
It is available at https://www.oeb.ca/sites/default/files/ltr-CS-Framework-20170601.pdf and
provides full details on your questions concerning the purpose of the report and the
process that the publication of the framework is part of.
 
 
***
 
 
Agency: OEB
 
Topic : Hydro One Rate Application
 
Reporter & Outlet : Caroline Bourdua, CBC Radio-Canada
 
Response Type : Email response, OEB spokesperson



 
Reporter’s Questions:
 

1. Is this a five year rate application?
2. Why this is only three years since the last rate application?
3. How will the rates approved here increase while the Fair Hydro Plan also

promises a decrease in rates?
 

Response:
 
Is this a five year rate application?
 
Yes.  
 
 Why is this only three years since the last rate application?
 
Hydro One submitted their previous 5-year rate application in 2014.  The OEB
indicated that they had not provided enough information for a full five-year term
and were granted only a three-year rate approval.  This current application
includes a 5- year term.

How will the rates approved here increase while the Fair Hydro Plan also promises a decrease
in rates?
 
This application deals exclusively with the distribution costs of Hydro One –
which is part of the delivery line on a consumer’s bill.  This is the funding through
distribution rates that Hydro One is requesting in order to manage its distribution
business. The bill reductions envisioned in the Fair Hydro Plan will work to reduce
total electricity bills.  Electricity bills include distribution costs.
 
The OEB has just started the review of this rate application.  No decision has
been reached.
 
Our job is to review that application to make sure the utility’s costs are justified
and appropriate.  We work hard to keep rates as low as possible while ensuring
the system can run properly and be financially viable.
 
Utilities rarely get all they ask for. In the last 8 years, we’ve reviewed over 100
major rate applications and reduced requested rate increases by an average of
about 40 percent.  
 
Overall, the Ontario Energy Board has kept the annual growth in average
distribution rates close to the rate of inflation during the same period.
 
We conduct an open, robust and inclusive rate review process and will be holding



OEB Community meetings across Ontario, including the Sudbury area, to provide
Hydro One customers with an opportunity to learn more and ask questions about
Hydro One’s distribution rate application.   
 
We encourage all Hydro One consumers to attend our meetings and tell us what
they think about their utility’s rate application.  Please check the OEB website to
confirm the dates, locations and times of meetings across Ontario: 
https://www.oeb.ca/participate/community-meetings. 
 
 
***
 
 
Agency: OPG *updated with response*
 
Topic : Ontario’s transition off-coal/workforce adjustment
 
Reporter & Outlet : Jim Stanford, Economist and Director of the Centre for Future
Work at the Australia Institute
 
Response Type : OPG spokesperson
 
Reporter’s Questions:
 
I am interested in the workforce adjustment angle of the OPG transition away
from coal.
 
Closing 19 units at 5 stations must have affected a lot of people.  Yet I understand
no-one was laid off: a combination I suspect of severance buy-outs, transfers to
other jobs/locations, and (in a couple of cases) the conversion of facilities to
biomass (which meant jobs did not actually disappear).
 
I am interested in learning as much detail (including numbers) of the people
affected and how it was handled.  It seems to me this is an enormous success
story, that I would be keen to tell through my research.

 
Response:
 
OPG provided the following:
http://www.opg.com/about/environment/Documents/OPGBiomassConversion.pdf
 
It’s posted on OPG’s website. It is their story about moving to off coal. There is a
number of points about transitioning the workforce.
 
 



***
 
 
Minister’s Office: 0 inquiries
 
Ministry: 0 inquiries
 
 
Colin Nekolaichuk   | Press Secretary
Office of the Hon. Glenn Thibeault | Minister of Energy
T: 416-325-2690 C: 647-504-4928
colin.nekolaichuk@ontario.ca
 


