Re: Energy Costs @ Hospitals

From: "Forgione, Andrew (OPO)" <andrew.forgione@ontario.ca>
To: "McPhail, Blane (OPO)" <blane.mcphail@ontario.ca>

Cc: "Killorn, Bill (OPOQO)" <bill.killorn@ontario.ca>

Date: Thu, 16 Mar 2017 11:46:50 -0400

I'm good!

A. Forgione

(647)-205-3475

From: McPhail, Blane (OPO)

Sent: Thursday, March 16, 2017 11:41 AM
To: Forgione, Andrew (OPO)

Cc: Killorn, Bill (OPO)

Subject: RE: Energy Costs @ Hospitals

Small tweak.

Should we get to Jacob?

From: McPhail, Blane (OPO)

Sent: March-16-17 11:17 AM

To: Forgione, Andrew (OPO); Killorn, Bill (OPO)
Subject: RE: Energy Costs @ Hospitals

Here’s the revised. Bill mentioned Jacob is leading outreach to hospitals so maybe we
ask if he can score a quote from OHA?

Ontarians can be proud of their world-class health care system and should recognize that
we’re continuously working to make it even better.

It's time for both opposition parties to stop misleading Ontarians about it.

Since coming into office, we’ve increased hospital funding by 54% - with new
investments each and every year — allowing us to treat more patients, provide better care
and reduce wait times to some of the shortest in the country.

More doctors, more nurses, better results — that’s not a legacy either opposition party
can point to.

The PCs and NDP are furiously trying to muddy our record but the facts aren’t on their
side.

Knowing they can’t win bashing our record investments in health care, they’re trying to
misrepresent the impact of energy costs.



But they’re wrong.

Not only is our grid more reliable now — providing hospitals with electricity when they
need it most during surgeries and MRI scans — but by making the grid cleaner it's helped
reduce health care costs by over $4 B annually.

Hospitals agree, with the Sault Area Hospital being clear that they have “not made
decisions directly tied to the increase in electricity rates” and that “increases have not
resulted in layoffs.”

The reality is that hospitals spend 1.6 per cent on average of their total operating
budgets on hydro — less than what the average family or business spends on theirs.

That means well over 90% of hospital budgets go towards the rest — hiring nurses and
doctors, keeping wait times low, and ensuring patients have access to the high-quality
services they need.

But thanks to our Fair Hydro Plan, hospitals will see a modest reduction of 2-4% on
the electricity bills.

They're also eligible for a range of programs, like saveONenergy’s audit and retrofit
initiatives, to help lower their bills by becoming more energy efficient.

For example, Sudbury’s Health Sciences North got help with their efficiency
upgrades and now they save over $500,000 / year on energy costs.

These savings, which build on the increased investments we’ve made in health
care each and every year, ensure our hospitals can stay focused on putting
patients first .

From: Forgione, Andrew (OPO)

Sent: March-16-17 10:20 AM

To: McPhail, Blane (OPO); Killorn, Bill (OPO)
Subject: RE: Energy Costs @ Hospitals

Looks good overall. Here are my general comments below in red. Can we ask health to reach
out to OHA to get a quote about rates? If it’s helpful?

From: McPhail, Blane (OPO)

Sent: March-16-17 10:11 AM

To: Forgione, Andrew (OPO); Killorn, Bill (OPO)
Subject: RE: Energy Costs @ Hospitals

Some tweaks here

From: McPhail, Blane (OPO)

Sent: March-15-17 2:29 PM

To: Forgione, Andrew (OPO); Killorn, Bill (OPO)
Subject: Energy Costs @ Hospitals

Hey - still waiting on some answers from Health which should be helpful but here’s
a first crack at how we frame this. Happy to chat.



Ontarians can be proud of their world-class health care system and should
recognize that we’re continuously working to make it even better.

It’s time for both opposition parties to stop misleading Ontarians about it.

Since coming into office, we’ve increased our investment in the system each and
every year, allowing us to treat more patients, provide better care and reduce wait
times to some of the shortest in the country. Can we break out our operations / facilities
investments? For covering costs like hydro and water utilities? Could be framed as “part of this
means increase in operations investments by XX%”

More doctors, more nurses, better results — that’s not a legacy either opposition
party can point to.

Thhe P((st and NDP are furiously trying to muddy our record but the facts aren’t on
their side.

Knowing they can’t win bashing our record investments in health care, they’re trying to
misrepresent the impact of energy costs.

But they’re wrong.

Not only is out grid more reliable now — providing hospitals with electricity when
they need it most during surgeries and MRI scans, but by making the grid cleaner
it’s helping to reduce our healthcare costs by $XX ($4.4B? do we have better
numbers?%

Hospitals agree, with the Sault Area Hospital being clear that “increases have not
resulted in layoffs” and they have “not made decisions directly tied to the increase
in electricity rates.”

The reality is that hospitals spend 1.6 per cent on average of their total operating
b#dgets on hydro - less than what the average family or business spends on
theirs.

That means well over 90% of hospital budgets go towards the rest — hiring nurses
and doctors, keeping wait times low, and ensuring patients have access to the
high-quality services they need.

Hospitals are also eligible for a range of programs to help lower their bills by
becomlng more energy efficient. (We should list the programs their eligible for, and say
they’ll still see savings from the fair hydro plan)

For example, Sudbury’s Health Sciences North got help with their efficiency
upgrades and now they save over $500,000 / year on energy costs.

These savings, which build on additional reductions through our Fair Hydro Plan as
well as the increased investments we’ve made in health care each and every year,
ensure our hospitals can stay focused on putting patients first.



