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INSTANT HANSARD
--------------------------------
  >> Patrick Brown: Mr. Speaker, my question's for the Premier. We all know that Goreway was
among the companies that gamed the system for over $260 million of ineligible expenses and Goreway
executive Rob Colbeck has been at the centre of this latest scandal. Rob Colbeck's December 1st
resignation letter states he is resigning as the co-chair of the market renewal working group, not as a
member. According to the ieso website, he remains a member. Mr. Speaker, why is an executive
from Goreway allowed to remain on the board given the scandal of inappropriate
expenses, the same people who gained the system should not be the ones rewriting the
rules. So directly to the Premier, will this be addressed and addressed immediately?

>>Minister Thibeault: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As we've said over the last week since the
auditor brought forward her report, any abuses of the system, Mr. Speaker, are
completely unacceptable, and that's why we're pleased that the system operator has
investigated those market participants and where significant wrongdoing was present,
Mr. Speaker, compensation has been recovered and returned to the ratepayersment there's $168
million, 200 million in ineligible costs. As also mentioned by the leader of the opposition,
Mr. Speaker, there have been resignations from the market renewal committee, Mr.
Speaker. The two chairs have moved off of that committee, Mr. Speaker, and moving forward
looking at Goreway, Goreway also made changes after they found that they were -- they weren't



complying with the system, Mr. Speaker. They were fined a record $10 million, Mr. Speaker. And
$100 million of that money was recouped by the IESO. We're making sure that we have a system
that is going to be rebuilt –Made significant changes millimetre ant ieso is constantly
monitoring.

>>Patrick Brown: Mr. Speaker, again to the Premier. My question about why that
individual is still a member was not answered but I’ll try a different angle. One of the
companies in the auditor general was the government-run O.P.G. Amid the scandal.
Yesterday the Minister told us that O.P.G. Repaid all of their ineligible expenses by 2015.
And we know the former C.E.O. Was given a half-a-million-dollar bonus the following
year. Why was he given this half a million-dollar bonus? Was it to keep quiet on the
scandal? By the way, Mr. Speaker, it wasn't that the government found it. They got
caught. That's how it came out. They didn't -- by the auditor general.

>>Minister Thibeault: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The innuendo that's coming from the
opposition continues to just fester, Mr. Speaker. It just shows that they really don't
understand how this system is working, Mr. Speaker. O.P.G. Actually stepped forward
when they recognized, Mr. Speaker, that they were claiming ineligible expenses. They
worked with the ieso. That's why there was no fine imposed by the ieso on O.P.G. At the
time, Mr. Speaker, to make sure that they actually recouped those costs, making sewer
that they could understand the rules moving forward, and as O.P.G. Said, Mr. Speaker,
the audit did determine that there were differences in understanding what constituted
eligible costs under the program, Mr. Speaker. In respect of some of what were thought
to be eligible costs, O.P.G. Repaid certain claimed amounts after d Both O.P.G. And the
ieso had come to a conclusion with, Mr. Speaker, way back in 2015 discussions
concluded on what constituted eligible costs.

>> Patrick Brown: Mr. Speaker, again to the Premier. The Minister of energy says we
don't know how it's working. I know exactly how it's working. This government has
allowed executives, power executives to expense Raccoon traps and scuba gear. It's
ridiculous. It's disgusting, Mr. Speaker. And while nearly tens of millions of dollars has --
tens of millions of dollars --Mr. Speaker, there's still tens of millions of dollars
inappropriate expenses that have yet to be repaid. So my question to the Premier,
hopefully the Premier will actually answer this time, Mr. Speaker. Can we get a guarantee
that tens of millions of dollars inappropriate expenses that have not been retrieved by the
taxpayers. That the taxpayers will get those funds back by December 31st? Yes or no to
the Premier?

>>Minister thibeault: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. So the important thing to understand, and I
think we can all agree, Mr. Speaker, is that, any abuse of the system is completely
unacceptable and that's why, Mr. Speaker, we were pleased to see the ieso act on the
recommendations not only from the auditor general, Mr. Speaker, but from the market
surveillance programs and committees that are done both by the O.E.B. And by the ieso,
Mr. Speaker. They've made sure that they've brought forward new practices and new
principles to make sure things like this, abuses like this, Mr. Speaker, don't happen again.
Because we on this side of the House want to ensure that we continue to bring forward
programs that help ratepayers lower their bills, Mr. Speaker, and that's what we have
done as a government. We've brought forward the fair hydro plan which brought forward
a 25% reduction helping all families right across the province and many, many other
programs. But when it comes to these two programs, Mr. Speaker, the ieso has put in
place new changes that are making sure things like this will not happen again, Mr.
Speaker
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