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SUMMARY

The dispute over whether Ontario’s pension assets should be deducted from or added to
the deficit was reported by more than 30 media outlets across the province today.

But the reporting sources were few, with Canadian Press supplying copy to all but a few
sources.

Of the major GTA media, the Globe and Mail was the only major outlet using its staff
reporter for coverage.

A brief Canadian Press story that moved at just after 3 p.m. was used by almost all media. One
paragraph in the story had a mitigating impact on what were mostly negative headlines:

The government says the (pension) plans have a surplus, but the auditor general says that
should not be on the province's balance sheet.

Only one story offered opposition comment.

A piece by insidetoronto.com writer David Nickle. quoted PC finance critic saying the
Wynne governmment is “in full panic mode. The only way they're going to reach balance
is a one-time sale of assets. Then we plunge back into deficit. It's an artificial balancing



of the budget.”

QP Briefing offered both sides of the story, explaining why the two sides are at odds in
the second paragraph.

While the Toronto Sun used CP copy in the early afternoon, writer Shaun Jeffords
offered a story in Canoe.ca shortly after 4:20 p.m. The story title was a bit torqued: Spat
with AG sees Ontario debt soar.

At the time this document was compiled, the Toronto Star had not filed a story.



