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Your morning briefing
26.09.2017

Headlines
Public health board members are calling on Ontario to declare the opioid crisis a state of
emergency. Health Minister Eric Hosksins, however, has already a call to declare the surge in

overdoses and deaths an “emergency” under the Emergency Management and Civil Protection
Act, the Toronto Star reports.

Foreign Affairs Minister Chrystia Freeland vows Canada will stand up to the U.S. on auto and
dairy at NAFTA talks, the Globe and Mail reports.

Educators are raising the alarm over declining scores for applied students. The newest EQAO
numbers highlight a growing gap between academic and applied students, and raise questions
about the impact of streaming, the Star reports.

Meanwhile, the lobby of the Sheraton Centre Hotel has become an impromptu athletes'
village during the Invictus Games, says the CBC.

And of course, Prince Harry and Meghan Markle make their first moves as a couple in public.

Our stories from yesterday:

Strategist behind Wynne’s 2014 victory steps onto public stage

In brief: Gas plants delay, Franco-Ontarian Day, the ‘northern slur’ and more

Government defends $5.5M budget for hydro bill relief ads

Nominee Marit Stiles hopes to turn the NDP tide in downtown Toronto

From the opinion pages:
e Christie Blatchford says a computer expert's comment on an accused is a thorn in the
Crown's side.
e Christopher Hume says amalgamation has withered Toronto's ambition.

e Jerry Agar insists the Wynne Liberals are just like the McGuinty Grits.

Committees
9am.

Standing Committee on Estimates, Committee Room 151


http://www.qpbriefing.com/2017/09/26/
https://www.thestar.com/news/city_hall/2017/09/25/public-health-board-members-call-on-ontario-to-declare-opioid-crisis-state-of-emergency.html
https://beta.theglobeandmail.com/?ref=https://www.theglobeandmail.com&
https://www.thestar.com/yourtoronto/education/2017/09/25/educators-raise-alarm-over-declining-scores-for-applied-students.html
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/sheraton-centre-hotel-lobby-becomes-borderless-village-during-invictus-games-1.4306515
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/sheraton-centre-hotel-lobby-becomes-borderless-village-during-invictus-games-1.4306515
https://www.thestar.com/entertainment/2017/09/25/its-a-match-for-prince-harry-and-meghan-markle-menon.html
http://www.qpbriefing.com/2017/09/25/strategist-behind-wynnes-2014-victory-steps-onto-public-stage/
http://www.qpbriefing.com/2017/09/25/in-brief-gas-plants-delay-franco-ontarian-day-the-northern-slur-and-more/
http://www.qpbriefing.com/2017/09/25/government-defends-5-5m-budget-for-hydro-bill-relief-ads/
http://www.qpbriefing.com/2017/09/25/nominee-marit-stiles-hopes-to-turn-the-ndp-tide-in-downtown-toronto/
http://nationalpost.com/opinion/christie-blatchford-computer-experts-comment-about-accused-at-gas-plant-trial-problematic-for-crown
http://nationalpost.com/opinion/christie-blatchford-computer-experts-comment-about-accused-at-gas-plant-trial-problematic-for-crown
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2017/09/26/how-amalgamation-eliminated-torontos-ambition-hume.html
http://www.torontosun.com/2017/09/25/wynne-liberals-like-mcguinty-liberals

9a.m.

Standing Committee on Government Agencies, Committee Room 2, Queen's Park
Selection of the Official Opposition Party: Jonathan Batty

Events

8:00 a.m.

Premier Wynne to chair the Fall Summit on Collaboration and Coordination with Mayors and
Chairs in the Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area, alongside Ministers Mauro, Ballard, Milczyn,
and Nagvi. Ontario Room, MacDonald Block, 900 Bay St., Toronto.

9 a.m.

Minister of Veterans Affairs to Attend the 2017 Canadian Military and Veteran Health Research
Forum. 105 Princes' Blvd, Toronto.

In the media studio:

9:15 a.m.

MPP, Han Dong, will hold a press conference

regarding 401 Richmond

10 a.m.

The Ontario Human Rights Commission (OHRC) will announce new legal action on segregation.
12:45 p.m.

Premier Wynne to attend a Caucus Meeting, Main Legislative Building — Room 247, Queen’s
Park

1:30 p.m.
Support of Bill 79-A Day to Remember the Victims of the Massacre of Nanking.
4:45

Premier Wynne to host a joint media availability with Hon. Terry McAuliffe, Governor of Virginia,
Hon. Larry Hogan , Governor of Maryland, and Hon. Muriel Bowser, Mayor of Washington, DC.



Government Defends $5.5M Budget For Hydro Bill Relief Ads
25.09.2017

Government ministers are defending a publicly funded ad campaign that tells Ontarians
something they can learn just by opening their mail — that their hydro bills are going down.

NDP Leader Andrea Horwath went after the government in question period on

Monday over documents her party obtained that show the government allocated a budget of
$2.5 million in 2016-17 and another $3 million in 2017-18 to advertise the Fair Hydro Plan.
Through an HST rebate, shifting the costs of some social support programs to the tax

base and a massive borrowing scheme, the program aims to reduce residential hydro bills by an
average of 25 per cent and then hold increases to the rate of inflation for the next four years.

"Let’s talk about using public dollars for partisan purposes," Horwath said in question period.
"We know from the FOI documents on my desk right now that the reason for this ad campaign in
the first place was 'negative media coverage' for the premier and her Liberal party. Has this
premier not yet learned her lesson about these sneaky kinds of tactics and that Ontarians are
fed up with this kind of behaviour by this Liberal government?"

The NDP documents include a brief to the Advertising Review Board for a television and pre-roll
campaign to run from February to September 2017, which cites the "negative media coverage
of rising electricity bills," saying, "Despite recent cost reduction actions the government has
implemented, the overriding messaging from the media has been unreasonably high costs
associated with electricity."

Many of the ads aired so far tell listeners and viewers little more than the fact that the
government has taken action to lower hydro bills by 25 per cent on average and will hold
increases to the level of inflation for four years.

Ontario's auditor general described them as "pat-on-the-back" advertising earlier this year.

Treasury Board President Liz Sandals defended the ads by telling reporters after question
period that Ontarians "outside of the bubble" don't know as much as government policy as those
who spend their days at Queen's Park.

"The hydro bills are very, very confusing in many cases, certainly that's the reaction | get from
my constituents,” she said. "We want to make sure that people actually know what is going on.
Citizens are entitled to know what's going on. It might make them happier, it might make them
less happy.”

But was she suggesting that citizens aren't "with it" enough to notice changes to their bills?
"Absolutely not," Sandals said.

Energy Minister Glenn Thibeault, on the other hand, suggested just that. He said he doesn't
know how a significant number of his constituents could have missed the fact that their
electricity bills have fallen, but they have.
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"That's a question you need to ask some of the people I'm talking to, but there are still people
out there who have not noticed their bill has dropped by 25 per cent," Thibeault said.

"We've been hearing from them that they've had a hard time, as they've said before, choosing
between heating, eating, and now, as we're moving forward into those winter months, they can
plan for this," he said.

Thibeault also defended the ads as a way to let the public know they can sign up for
government programs that reduce their bills, the Ontario Electricity Support Program (OESP) in
particular.

"This is a program that has increased the refund that many families who qualify will get for it. We
have prepared and have a budget to help 500,000 families through the OESP and we’re
nowhere near that number yet. We want to ensure that every single person who qualifies for this
can sign up for this program," Thibeault said in question period. "We cannot rely on the
opposition parties to talk about these programs, so we need to ensure that the government has
its responsibility to raise awareness about these programs and services that are actually helping
Ontarians."

However, none of the ads actually mentions the OESP. Colin Nekolaichuk, a spokesperson for
Thibeault's office, confirmed this for QP Briefing, saying that the government decided to use the
ads to point people to information about the OESP and other programs on a website instead.

He added that if the government advertised the fact that low-income Ontarians can sign up for
the OESP, it would be obligated to also mention other electricity-related programs at the same
time and it would be too complicated.

"So, to keep it as simple of a message as possible, they decided to point people to the
website," Nekolaichuk said.

Thibeault said people are struggling with the complexity of the OESP, with 232,115
customers signed up so far — fewer than half the number the government has budgeted for.

He said that's because people aren't aware of the program and it's complicated to apply for, as
the Canada Revenue Agency requires an ink signature from people to allow them to access the
income-tested program.
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