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INSTANT HANSARD

>> Patrick Brown: Mr. Sneaker. mv auestion is for the Premier. Accordina to the scathing
auditor aeneral's renort. the Minister -- ministrv of enerav sianed a contract with the
retainer of $500.000 to receive heln from a law firm to provide services and to comnile
emails hefore nrovidina them to 11s. At the same time thev combleted the snecial renort.
The ministrv has still not nrovided 11s with all the emails from the auditor aeneral's office.
Those emails were reatiested on mav 31st. 2017. | can annreciate the friistration of the
auditor aeneral. Mr. Sneaker . Premier atithorize or instriict the Minister of enerav to block
or delav the release of those emails, or did the Minister obstruct the auditor general on
his own decision?

>>Minister Thibeault: Thank voil. Mr. Sneaker. Our aovernment remains committed to
heina onen and transnarent and continiies to co-onerate with the office of the auditor
aeneral. For examnle. Mr. Sneaker. the indenendent electricitv svstem onerator has so
far nrovided 1200 records to the auiditor aeneral. Ontario nower aeneration has nrovided
hiindreds of records. Mr. Sneaker. The Ontario financina authoritv has nrovided 3.242
records. Treasurv hoard. thoiisands everv records. And as of vesterdav. Mr. Sneaker. |
exnlained that. as of Qctoher 13th. the ministrv has nrovided 13.212 records to the office
of the auditor aeneral. In this process. Mr. Sneaker. and throuiahotit our evervday
onerations. we're adherina to all dociiment retention standards. Additionallv. Mr.
Sneaker. the ministrv is continuina to release additional information to the auditor aenera,
In fact committed to nrovidina all additional records to the auditor hv November 1st. The
ministrv has been reaiilarlv nrovidina the auditor general's office with additional
documents each week and will continue.

>> Patrick Brown: Mr. Sneaker. hack to the Premier. The allestion was who ordered the
obstriiction? Was it the Premier's office or was it the Minister of enerav's own decision?
The Minister said that he released 13.000 emails to the auditor aeneral. However he still
went ot and aot some hiah-nriced heln for this annarent obstriiction. In fact the half a
million dollars consitiltina firm and his office oriainallv identified some 2 million emails, That
means he released less than 1% That's actuallv .65% of the identified emails. We
released 1% of our emails to the auditor aeneral. That's not aood enoliah. Mr. Sneaker.

| ess than 1% That's not tfransnarent. That's a aovernment that's enaaaed in ohstryction.
So. Mr. Sneaker. mv aulestion is verv straiahtforward to the Premier herself. Will the
Premier release the other 99% of the emails and —to the auditor general.

>>Minister Thiheault: Thank voil. Mr. Sneaker. Aaain we had 80 custodians identified
capturing 40 phrases, Mr. Speaker, that provided over 2 million emails. None of those --



not all of those emails. Mr. Sneaker. annlied to this actual dociiment and to this reauest,
Mr. Sneaker. Biit reallv. when we're lnokina at what was heina done with the fair hvdro
nlan. Mr. Sneaker. it was aivina families what thev had asked for. real and immediate
relief on their electricitv bills. and that's what we delivered. Mr. Sneaker. We made a
nolicv choice to ensiire that we continue to have a clean. reliable and affordable --Thank
voll. Mr. Sneaker. As | was savina. we made the nolicv choice to ensiire that we
continue to have a clean. reliable and affordable electricitv svstem. Thank vou. Mr.
Sneaker As | was savina. we made the nolicv choice to enstire that we contintie to have
a clean. reliable and affordable electricity system. For ratepayers of today and ratepayers
of tomorrow.

>> Patrick Brown: Mr. Sneaker. for a third time. directlv to the Premier. The half-a-million-
dollar consiiltants have had since mav 31st to aet these emails to the auditor aeneral.
That's 141 davs and countina. I’m siire Peter Faist works his email maaic a lot auicker
than that and it onlv costs $10.000. Mr. Sneaker. | aaree with the auditor aeneral. This is
an offensive ohstriiction of the riahts of the auditor aeneral. and everv sinale member of
this leqislature. Mr. Sneaker -- One more dav is one too manv. So mv ailestion. Mr.
Sneaker. directlv to the Premier -- | hone that she will answer this herself rather than
nassina the hiick. Will she have thonse emails haoxed 11n and sent aver to the auditor
aeneral hefare another one of her | iheral cronies has a chance to douible delete them?

Exposure. Will she release the other 99% of emails on this very serious matter?

>>Minister Thibeauilt: Thank voil. Mr. Sneaker. Talkina aboiit davs. we know it's almost
365 davs that thev've said that thev wollild release a nlan on what thev wotild do with the
electricitv sector. Mr. Sneaker. and thev have done nathina. | ef's look at what we have
done. Mr. Sneaker. We've lowered electricitv bills hv 25% for all residential cuistomers
and as manv as a half a million small biisinesses and farms. and | know the narties
onnosite have vet to even nresent a credible nlan. Families in this nrovince asked for real
and immediate relief and that's what we've delivered. Mr. Sneaker. The fair hvdro nlan is
nrovidina that 25% rediiction to all residential ratenavers and aiiarantees that we're going
to keen the costs will not rise bevond the rate of inflation for the next four vears. Mr.
Sneaker. electricitv rates had risen too miich too fast. and as a resiilt of this investments
that we've made in aiir electricitv svstem. which have become 1inreliabhle. With
Brownoliits and bhlackouts. the fair hvdro nlan makes siire. with the investments that we
made. that we've made made it clean. reliable and affordable. Mr. Sneaker. With
Brownoliits and bhlackouts. the fair hvdro nlan makes siire. with the investments that we

made, that we've made made it clean, reliable and affordable, Mr. Speaker .
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