Hansard: Yakabuski to Naqvi -- Hydro-Rate Reduction Plan

From: "Shewaramani, Deepika (MOF)" <deepika.shewaramani@ontario.ca>

To: "Strathy, Anna (OFA)" <anna.strathy@ofina.on.ca>, "Bowie, Heather (MOF)"
<heather.bowie@ontario.ca>, "Chinchon, Francisco (OFA)" <francisco.chinchon@ofina.on.ca>,
"Chiodi, Victoria (MOF)" <victoria.chiodi@ontario.ca>, "Elamin, Mohamed (MOF)"
<mohamed.elamin@ontario.ca>, "Garcia-Wright, Agatha (MOF)" <agatha.garcia-
wright@ontario.ca>, "Georgakakos, Angie (OFA)" <angie.georgakakos@ofina.on.ca>, "Giroux
Namian, Orli (MOF)" <orli.girouxnamian@ontario.ca>, "Gobeil, Diana (MOF)"
<diana.gobeil@ontario.ca>, "Harten, Jayne (MOF)" <jayne.harten@ontario.ca>, "Inglis, Liane
(MOF)" <liane.inglis@ontario.ca>, "Ingram, Kelsey (MOF)" <kelsey.ingram@ontario.ca>,
"Jeanes, Bridget (MOF)" <bridget.jeanes@ontario.ca>, "Kelly, Maureen E. (MOF)"
<maureen.e.kelly@ontario.ca>, "Kerr, Emily (OFA)" <emily.kerr@ofina.on.ca>, "Kim, John
(OFA)" <john.kim@ofina.on.ca>, "Kim, Minzi (MOF)" <minzi.kim@ontario.ca>, "Koukoulas,
Sophia (MOF)" <sophia.koukoulas@ontario.ca>, "Kwan, Ronald (OFA)"
<ronald.kwan@ofina.on.ca>, "LeBlanc, Jenna (MOF)" <jenna.leblanc@ontario.ca>, "Maloney,
Martha (MOF)" <martha.maloney@ontario.ca>, "Martin, Jessica (MOF)"
<jessica.martin@ontario.ca>, "Mayman, Gadi (OFA)" <gadi.mayman@ofina.on.ca>, "McLean,
David (MOF)" <david.mclean@ontario.ca>, "Milana, Natale (MOF)" <natale.milana@ontario.ca>,
"Moore, Brynne (MOF)" <brynne.moore@ontario.ca>, "Pichette, Marc (MOF)"
<marc.pichette@ontario.ca>, "Shewaramani, Deepika (MOF)"
<deepika.shewaramani@ontario.ca>, "Smith, Graham (MOF)" <graham.smith2@ontario.ca>,
"Spadoni, Peter (MOF)" <peter.spadoni@ontario.ca>, "Sylvain, Matthew (MOF)"
<matthew.sylvain@ontario.ca>, "Tekle, Jonathan (MOF)" <jonathan.tekle@ontario.ca>, "Thiru,
Kaj (MOF)" <kaj.thiru@ontario.ca>, "Thompson, Scott (MOF)" <scott.thompson@ontario.ca>,
"Tiburcio, Daniel (MOF)" <daniel.tiburcio@ontario.ca>, "Zahid, Usman (OFA)"
<usman.zahid@ofina.on.ca>, "Weir, Mike (MOF)" <mike.weir@ontario.ca>

Date: Thu, 03 May 2018 11:05:59 -0400

INSTANT HANSARD

>>MPP Yakabuski: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. My question is for the acting
Premier. The Liberals' disastrous eneray policy has forced many Ontarians to make a
choice between heating and eating. Skyrocketing eneray bills have put them in a most precarious
position. The Liberals' answer was to ban winter disconnections, which amounts no more
than a sy execution. When winter's over, Speaker, and we find that thousands are now

facina disconnection this is sprina. If hundreds of struaalina families in Sudburv and thousands
across Ontario couldn't afford to pav their hvdro bills in the winter. what makes the aovernment think they
will be able to pav the bill. plus the arrears, in the spring? What is the acting Premier saying to those
families now that the wolf is at the door?

>>Minister Naavi: Thank vou verv much. SP. Last winter. as vou know. our aovernment passed
leaislation that aranted the province's indenendent enerav reaulator the nower to end all winter
disconnections and protect Ontarians. because no one. Speaker. should ever be put at risk of
disconnection in the winter. Our priority is to make sure families and businesses have access
to clean, reliable and affordable electricity. Speaker, while the ban on winter
disconnections are ended on Aopril the 30th. thev are -- there are a number of aovernment
programs designed to help reduce the cost of electricity bills for vulnerable consumers. We encourage all



customers to contact their local utility about qualifying for programs that are in place to help. For
example, Speaker, our government expanded the electricity support program such as the
Ontario electricity support program and the rural and remote rate protection plan, which
provides support to low-income customers and those customers with the highest delivery
rates. These customers, Speaker, are seeing savings -- Of up to 40 to 50% off their
electricity bills. Speaker, these are important programs that are available in addition to
25% off fair hydro plan.

>>MPP Yakabuski: Speaker. it is the disastrous enerav policies of this aovernment that led to the
skvrocketina hvdro prices and the skvrocketina number of people that were subiect to winter
disconnections in the first place. Thev had to act because of their mistakes in the enerav policy. Sianing
exorbitant contracts under the areen enerayv act with Liberal friends that the auditor aeneral herself said
were far in excess of the market value for electricity. Why would the Liberals now suggest that someone
who cannot pay their bill in Januaryv can pav it in Mav. including arrears? Speaker. won't the acting
Premier simplv admit that their eneraies have been a disaster in this problem, in this province and that
their government is not fit for re-election?

>>Minister Naavi: Speaker. we have worked extremelv hard to develop an electricity svstem that is clean,
accessible and reliable. Speaker. And Ontarians should be very proud that. in our province. we do not
burn dirtv coal to produce electricity like the way Conservatives used to do and actually ran again and
again T continue to -- continue to burn dirtvy coal. Speaker. That is bad for our health. It's bad for our
environment. Speaker, we have taken steps to insure -- that our electricity svstem is clean. Speaker,
weave not stopped there. We have also made sure that there is a 25% reduction in all electricitv bills.
Across the province. What was the response of the Conservatives? They voted against that program.
When we introduced programs like the Ontario electricity program



