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News - 1 Resulls
E— Letter: Pickering is a boon to Ontario, says Ontario Power
Generation CEQ

| Financial Post - Mon Apr 3 2017
BylinerJeffrey Lyash, Special to Financial Post

[ read with interest the Consumer Policy institute op-ed "Pickering picks
pocketbooks” by Brady Yauch that appeared March 28 in the Financial Post. Yauch
criticizes the province's propoesed continued operations of the Fickering Nuclear
Genarating ..
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Ontario’s first cap-and-trade auction sells out current allowances;
Ontario’s first cap-and-trade auction sells out

Canadian Prass - Mon Apr 3 2017
Byline: Allison Jones

TORONTO - Ontario's first cap-and-trade auction soid out all current allowances,
giving the new market a strong start, but the province's environment minister warned
the real test of the system will be in the emission reductions it brings about. ...

Cap-and-trade auction in Ontario yields $472-million; Provincial
government sells 100% of its 2017 permit offering

thaglobeandmail.com ~ Mon Apr 3 2017, 6.15%ym ET
Byline: SHAWN MoCARTHY

Qrtario’s first auction under its controversial cap-and-trade system sold all its
offering of 2017 permits, yielding the province more than $472-million that will be
used o finance programs aimed at reducing greenhouse gas emissions and
adapting to ..

Either way, we're all going to pay; Auction of carbon credits means
higher prices for consumers

Toronte Sun ~ Tue Apr 4 2017
Byline: Lorrie Goldstein
Page: A7

What does Climate Change Minister Glen Murray's announcement Monday that
Ontario sold out its first cap-and-trade auction of carbon credits mean o you? it
means Oniario businesses have just paid a new charge of $472 million to ..

Minister claim's NDP's hydro promise “hollow’

The Tirymine Daily Press - Tus Apr 4 2017
Byline: Glenn Thibealt,
Page: Ad

NDF Leader Andrea Horwath's hydro scheme is short on details and long on hollow
promises. Many of thelr proposals rely on a vague and yet-to-be-determined "expert
panel” that will be convened in the fulure, as well as ple-in-the-sky negotiations ...

Brown nixes plan for Tory hydro policy on rates this year

thastar.com ~ Mon Apr 3 2017
Byline:Rober! BenziaRob Ferguson

Fatrick Brown has zapped plans for his Progressive Conservatives to revesl their
policy on reducing hydro rates. While Brown promised last month thal the Torles
woild revest their proposal 1o lower electiicity by spring, he confirmed Monday that
it
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Barge incident fuels call to halt turbine project

Fingston Whig-Standard ~ Tue Apr 4 2017
Byline: Elliot Ferguson
Page: A2

The partigl sinking of a barge that was to be used in the construction of the Amherst
fsland wind energy project is reason enough o stop the project, a Prince Edward
County environmental group says. In a letter to Ontaric Fremier .

Mount Dennis wants 1o be Toronto’s first ‘Net Lero’ community

CBC.CA News - Mon Apr 3 2017, S:00am ET
Byline:CRC News

Mount Dennis iz striving to become carbon neutral as Toronto's first "Net
Zero" neighbourhood and its community association is hosting a public meeting
Monday night o discuss how residents can use less nonrenewable energy. ..

T T R D, |

How Alberta is tryving to avoid Ontario’s green energy boondoggle

Cold Laks Sun - Tue Apr 4 2017
Byline: Stuart Thomson
Page: AZ7

in a debate in the legislature last fall on the government's plans to phase out coal
planis and shift to renewable energy, Wildrose MLA Dergk Fildebrandt recalled a
friend from high school who jumped in & shopping cart and went careening ..

$1.83 Hydro bill: Manitoban shines light on solar energy

CBC.CA News - Mon Apr 2 2017, 1041am ET
Byline:CBC News

When Heather Bishop looks at the long row of solar panels installed in the yard of
her rural southemn Manitoba home, she sees not only an impressive setup, but an
investrnent in the future. "Every time | drive into the yard, it catches me again, and ..
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Letter: Pickering is a boon o Ontario, says Ontario Power
Generation CEQ

Financiat Post - Mon Apr 3 2017
BylineJeffrey Lyash, Special to Financial Post

Fread with interest the Consumer Policy institute op-ed "Pickering picks
pockethooks™ by Brady Yauch that appearad March 28 in the Financial Post. Yauch
criticizes the province's proposed continued operations of the Pickering Nuclear
Generating Station.

Today, Ontario relies on nuclear power {o provide 80 per cant of its electricity
generation. The plants at Darlington, Pickering and Bruce have excellent
performance and safety records. Nuelear is Ontaric's best option for cost-effective,
greenhouse gas smissions-free, reliable bassload generation and has been a
critical resource in ensuring clean air for Ontarians. in addition, nuclear power
provides a valuable boost to the Ontario economy.

PG is committed to ensuring public safely and makes every decision with this
commitment in the forefront. Ouwr nuclear operations are independently evaluated by
the Canadian Nuclear Safely Commission (CNEC). Pickering operations received
the highest possible rating of "Fully Satisfactory” from the CNSC in 2018, This
demonsirates Pickering's high level of station operating performancs,

Felated

Looking to lower Cntario power rates? Start with Pickering, whare $550 million will
be wastefully spent {business financialpost.com}

The six operating nuclear units at Pickering meat about 14 per cent of Ontario's
aghnual electricity demand. Pickering generation comes at g cost lower than almost
all other sources of energy. Continued operations will save Ontario customers 800
million and reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 17 million {onnes over the period
from 2020 to 2024, 1ts value has been agffirmed numerous times by the Ontario
government. Continued operations of Pickering will support the refurbishment ¢f the
Ontarie nuclear fleet,

Yauch argues that Pickering's historic performance has lagged other nuclear plants
in Ontaric and the U.S. The evidence on comparable performance s currently being
reviewed through the open and transparent Ontaric Energy Board hearing process.
However, it is important to point out that the case for continued operations at
Fickering is based on comparing the nuclear plant to the realistic alternative of
natural gas fired generation rather than an arguably higher performing nuclear plant
slsewhers,

Yauch cites a raport submitted to the OER hearing by the Independent Eleciricity
System Operator (IESQ) which found that Pickering continued operations would
have an expacted net benefit o Ontario ratepayers. Yauch argues that the analysis
refies on too high an assurmption for natural gas prices and indicates that there is a
70 per cent prebability that Pickering cortinued cperations could result in a net cost
to ratepayers. However, as Yauch notes in his article but then ignores, the ESO
analysis does not incorporate a price of carbon. Based on recent government
inftiatives, $20-$50 a tonne wowld be a conservative range of carbon prices over the
pericd to 2024, Incorporating a realistic carbon price in the analysis would add one
to two cents per KWh o the cost of natural-gas-fired generation, further improving
expectad ratepayer benefits of continued operations at Pickering.
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would be almost impossible 1o replace the 3,000 megawatls of capacity and 14
per cent of annual generation provided by Pickering before 2024 with new natural
gas plants and hydro imports from Quebec. Natural gas produces significant carbon
smissions and new plants are difficult to site. Assuming they had enough power {o
send us, hydro from Quebec would require large, long lead-time investments in
transmission, generation and interconnection investrments that would make
purchases from Quehec more expensive than Pickering's continued operations.

ORG continues to invest in and improve Pickering Nuclear's performance {o ensure
this important source of baseload glsctricity is available for Ontarie during the
nuctear refurbishments.

Jefirey Lvash is president and CEQ, Ontaric Power Generation.
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Ontario’s first cap-and-trade auction sells out current allowances;
Ontario’s first cap-and-trade auction sells out

Canadian Press - Mon Apr 3 2017
Byline:Allison Jones

TORONTO - Cntaric's first cap-and-trade auction sold out alf current allowances,
giving the new market a strong start, but the province's environment minister warned
the real test of the system will be in the emission reductions it brings about.

The March 22 auction brought in 3472 million, the government said Monday.
But over the next 15 auctions, to the end of the compliance peried in 2020, the

market can probably expect "a reasonable amount of velatility and unpredictability f
sald Envirenment Minister Glen Murray.

“The participation rate, whether it's 100 per cent or 20 per cent or 50 per cent or 60
par cent or 13 per cent, is not the success of the market," he said. "The success of
the market is really based on our ability to reduce {greenhouse gases). We will not
expact to get 100 per cent all the time.”

The system aimed at lowsring greenhouse gas emissions puts caps on the amount
of pollution companies in cartain industries can emit. If they exceed those limils,
they must buy an equal number of allowances gt auction or rom other companies
that come in under their limits,

Most large emitters in Ontario are receiving allowances for free until 2020, which the
government says is meant {o prevent thern from moving o jurisdictions without
carbon pricing. But for now certain slectricily importers, natural gas distributors and
fuel suppliers are among those required to participate.
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Bidders in the first auction included Union Gas, Enbridge Gas, Imperial Cil, the
Greagter Toronto Airports Authority, the oity of Kingston, Ont| the University of

Guelph, Cntarie Power Generation, Apotex, Labatt, BP Canada Energy Group,
Shell Energy North America and Suncor Energy Froducts Partnership.

The provincial Liberal government hapes the guarterdy auctions will bring in $1.9
billion a vear, to be invested in programs that reduce emissions and help
businesses and consumers adapt to a low-carbon economy.

The auction floor price was $18.07 and the actual seftlement price was $18.08,
Murray said he was pleased about that because he wanted the actual price fo be as
low as possible.

"One of the objectives of cap and trade is o manage the fransilion {o a low carbon
economy at the lowest-possible prices to Ontarians and Ontario businesses,” he
said. "So we didn't want to see early upward movement on that”

The successiul first auction is g great start for the new marke!, but i's good to avoid
reading foo much inte if, said Erica Morehouse, senior attorney with the
Environmental Defense Fund.

"It is just one auction and | think the overall success of a program should be judged
on the strength of its design and whether it's able fo work to keep carbon pollution in
check,” she said.

About one quarter of the future vintages on offer were also sold and while the
number may seam low, Murray said it was more than they were expecting. The
result shows confidence in the longavity of the market, he said.

Ontarie plans to link its cap-and-trade system with g joint Quebec-California market
next vear, and Murray said he will be in California soon for negotiations.

But when linked, an estimated 3488 millien will lzave the Ontaric economy over
three vears, because it will be cheaper fo buy allowances in those jurizdictions, the
auditor general has said. Both the environmental commissicner and the auditor
have said that means greenhouse gas emissions won't actually be cut in Ontario.

Progressive Conservative Leader Patrick Brown - whose parly is ahead in the polls
and could form government in 2018 - has said he would dismantle the cap-and-
trade system in favour of a carbon tax, with the cost to consumers and business
offset through other tax culs,

Brown was undeterred by the first auction's success.

“The Wynne Liberals want us to believe they are protecting the snvironment, but it's
a smokescreen,” he sald in a statement. "Thelr plan sends millions of dollars to one
of the richest jurisdictions on sarth for emission reductions there, which means
failing to cut emissions here at home. This does not make sense”

NDP critic Peter Tabuns said he is still concermned that revenue could be used fo
finance projects that are already underway, which wouldn't help fight climate

change.

"We still have our concerns about effectiveness, transparency, fairness, but we do
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helieve the cap-and-trade system is something Ontarie needs,” he said.

Since Jan. 1, cap and trade has added 4.3 cents per lifre 1o the price of gasoline
and about $80 a year to natural gas home heating costs, in addition to indirect costs
that will be passed onto consumers.

The next auction is on June 6.

The report summarizing the results of the auction can be found at: (bitly)

Cap-and-frade auction in Ontario yields $47 2-million; Provincial
government sells 100% of its 2017 permit offering

theglobeandmail. com - Mon Apr 3 2047, 8:18pm ET
Byline: SHAWN McCARTHY

Ontario’s first auction under s controversial cap-and-frade system sold all its
offering of 2017 permits, yielding the province more than $472-million that will be
used fo finance programs aimed af reducing gresnhouse gas emissions and
adapting to climate change, Environment Minister Glen Murray announced Monday.

The province's largest energy distiibutors and industrial consumers participated in
the auction of greenhouse-gas emission allowances, which they need in orderfo
comply with the provincial climate regulations. They include Suncor Energy Corp.
and Imperial Qi Ltd., which market gasoline under the PetroCanada and Esso
brands, respectively, and the province's biggest natural gas distributors, Enbridge
Gas Distribution inc. and Union Gas.

"Today's resuits demonstrate that our market system here in Ontario is functioning
as intended, and that businesses goress the province are engaged in the market”
Mr. Murray said.

in an interview, the minister said he does not expect g 100-per-cent result in every
smission-aliowance auction the provinece holds over the next four years, but that
results will vary according to circumstances at the fime.

"' sure we'll see 100 again, bul 'm sure we'll see much lower numbers and we'll
see it move around a lot,” Mr. Murray said.

What's important to us is that the market is working weli, is getting participation
from across the economy, and is contributing to the reduction of gregnhouse gas
armnissions, which is the important part of it,” the minister said.

Under the plan, the large industrial operations, gasoline marketers and natural gas
distributors face emission caps thal will be reduced by 4 per cent per year. The
energy suppliers must purchase allowances covering all the fuel and natural gas
they sell in the province, while industrial emitlers get free allowances up to their
caps but must purchase permits in the market if they exceed those GHEG limits,

Gasoline refailers are adding 4.3 cents per lifre {0 the pump price to cover the cost
of ermission permits, while the gas distributors estimate it will add $80 annually fo
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the average homeownears gas bill

Progressive Conservative Leader Patrick Brown raised concerns just prior to the
March 22 auction when he said he would end the cap-and-trade sysiemn if his party
wins power in the election scheduled for 2018, There was some concern Mr.
Brown's comment would put & damper on the bidding.

it think this is a really good result; people were scared it would not be that goed,”
said Micolas Gired, head of trading and research for Toronio-based advisory firm
ClearBlue Markets.

The province sold 25.3 million tonnes of 2017 vintage permits and three million
tonnes for the 2020 period. The amount of bids was 18 per cent higher than the
supply of allowances, Mr. Girod noted, The setflement price for 2017 permits was
$18.08 per tonne,

The provincial governmaent will auction off allowances on a quarterly basis, and
expects o reap between §5-billion and $8-billion over the next four years. By law,
that money is directed into climate-change related programs across the province.

However, it is not clear that the revenus farget will be met Bimilar auctions in the
joint California-Quebec carbon market have been dramatically under-subscribed,
with revenue well below what had been forecast. Ontario is expectad to Hnk with

California and GQuebec markels under the Western Climate Initiative in 2018,

California faces a number of uncerlainties with its pionsering cap-and-trade
program, including a court challenge from business groups that argue it is an illegat
tax. The state won in the lower court, and a Court of Appeal decision is expected
this spring.

As well, Governar Jerry Brown is trying to win enough support in the legisiature o
extend the program beyond 2020, but needs two-thirds approval as a resulf of a
proposition approved by voters that now make it more difficult to establish fees o
pay for programs such as cap-and-trade.

Mr. Murray said the provincial government is negotiating with Quebec and California
over its plan {o join the Western Climate Iniliative bul must work out some matters of
CONCarT.

The minister defended the provincial government's GHG plan, which will add to
snergy prices ai a time when U8, President Donald Trump is reversing course on
climate change and environmental regulations. He said many states are "doubling
down" on carbon-pricing systems, while public and private investments in efficiency
measures and new technology will lower energy costs over the medium o long
term.

Want o interact with other informed Canadians and Globe journalists? Join our
exclusive Globe and Mall subseribers Facebook group {www.facebook.com)

Follow this link to view this story on globeandmail.com:

hitp:.//mwww. theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/industry-news/energy-and-
resources/cap-and-trade-auction-in-ontario-yields-472-millionfarticle 34569543/ The
viewing of this article is only available to Globe Unlimited subscribers,
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Either way, we're all going to pay; Auction of carbon credils means
higher prices for consumers

Taronts Sun - Tue Apr 4 2017
Byhine: Lorie Goldsiein
Page: A7

What does Climate Change Minister Glen Murray's announcement Monday that
Oniario sold out iis first cap-and-irade auction of carbon credits mean to you? #
means Ontario businesses have just paid a new charge of $472 million to the
Wynne government in a govaernment-run guarterly auction of carben permits to
industry, through which the government hopes to raise $1.9 billion annually in new
revenue,

That $1.9 billion annually will be paid for by all Ontarians, in the form of higher retail
prices for most goods and services.

Sirmply put, Premier Kathleen Wynne has imposed a new $1.8 billion annual tax on
all Ontarians.

That's because cap and frade is a carbon tax by another name.

The only difference iz cap and trade raises the retail prices of goods and services,
while a carbon tax raises the taxes on them.

Either way, there is no fres lunch.

Az of Jan. 1, the Wynne government imposed a new charge on Ontario businesses
they have never had o pay before - the cost of emnitting greenhouse gases when
they burn fossit fuels {oll, coal, natural gas) for energy.

Given that virtually all geods and services consume fossit fusl energy, someone has
to pay this new charge.

That will be us, as businesses pass along their new cost {o consumers.

H's unsurprising the government seld out its allotment of carbon permits in its first
auction - each allows the bearer to emit one tonne of industrial carbon dioxide or its
equivalent - at its set price of $18.07 per permit.

That's because cap and trade is essentially a stock market trading in emissions and
in this first auction on March 22, the Ontario govemment made up and controlled all
the rules.

[t won't next year when Ontario joins the highly speculstive California/Quebec cap-
and-trade market, where the price of carbon credits has crashed in three of the last
four guarterly auctions.

Ontarie Auditor General Bonnide Lysyk has expressed major reservations about
Qrtario joining the California/Quebsc market, noting i could result in Ontario
businesses spending hundreds of millions of dollars annually buying carbion credits
in California, without lowering emissions in Onlario.

That's because thers has been no protecol developed for how these so-called
emission reductions will be recorded.
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Lysyk said this could result in Ontario and California double-counting the same
claimed emission reductions,

Wynne's government is giving away free carbon permits {o 102 major Ontario
emitiers for at least four years - essentially free money paid for by all Ontaric
taxpayers.

Thiz to enceurage them to stay in Onlario, instead of leaving for countries that don't
have a national carbon price, such as the U 8., our largest trading partner.

i other words, after imposing a new cost on our industries that their American
competifors don't face, the government is now giving them more of our monsy not to
mave to the UG

The government says it will invest cap-and-trade profits in lowering emissions and
helping Ontarians cope with the increased cost of living cap and trade imposes on

Us.

But if the government's projections of its profits are overly optimistic, then i will have
to raise taxes if £ wants to pay for #s climate changs plan.

Either way, we're all going to pay. lgoldstein@postmedia.com @sunlorrie
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Minister claim’s NDP’s hydro promise “hollow’

The Timmins Baily Press - Tue Apr 4 2017
Byline:Glenn Thibeaull,
Page: A4

NDP Leader Andres Horwath's hydro scheme is short on details and long on holiow
promises.

Many of thelr proposals rely on a vague and yel-io-be-determined "expert panel’
that will be convened in the future, as well as pie-in-the-sky negotiations with the
federal government,

These offer little to Northermn Cntarians in the shert-term, compared to the real and
meaningful relief cur government's Fair Hydro Plan will provide to everyone starting
this summer.

The NDF's most expensive idea - buying back more than $4-billion in shares of
Hydro One ~ will not take one cent off electricity bills.

What it will do is send billions to the steck market instead of making much needad
infrastructure investments here in across Ontario.

And as if the NDP proposal wasn't damaging encugh, their scheme would scrap
Time of Use pricing, which would dial back conservation savings, and potentially
lead to supply gaps.

Time of Use has been & success, reducing our peak demand by up to 5%, which
means we don't need to build costly new generation.
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However, it may not be the best model for evervone in the province.

That's exactly why we are already piloting different models that can give slectricily
custorners choice in how they're billed. But this needs o be implemented
responsibly, not through a short-sighted system like the NDP has proposed.

Through Ontario’s Fair Hydre Plan, owr government is cutting elactricily bills by 25%
on average for all famnilies starting this summer, along with as many as half & million
farms and small businesses.

it is the single largest rate reduction in the provinee's history, with rates also held to
inflation for the next four years.

Cur plan is about real relief for Ontarians and a way to ensure greater fairmess in
our electricity system.

Patrick 8rown and the PCs have no plan and the NDP hydro proposal offers nothing
practical or substantial when it comes to reduced electricity costs for families and
simall businesses.

Glenn Thibeault,

Ontario Energy Minister

o Top

Brown nixes plan for Tory hydro policy on rates this vear

thestar.com - Mon Apr 3 2017
Byline: Robeart BangleRob Ferguson

Fatrick Brown has zapped plans for his Progressive Consenvatives to reveal their
policy on reducing hydro rates.

While Brown promised last month that the Toeries would reveal their proposal to
lower electricity by spring, he confirmed Monday that it is now on the backburner for
this year.

"“We will cerfainly have our hydro plan cut before the next election,” the PC leader
said, referring to the June 7, 2018 vote.

"It be in our platform. We don't want to simply borrow money for temporary
sclutions. We want the government to fix the structural mess they've created,” he
said.

“(When) we release polivy will not be on the NDPF's timeline or the Liberal timeling;
it be based on collecting good ideas, good evidence, analyzing some of the real
structural challenges.”

Brown's comments come afler the Liberals {www.thestar.com) last month promised
an additional 17 per cent relief, beyond the sight-per-cent cut that took effect Jan. 1,
for a 25-per-cent reduction this year,

The rate decrease will be financed by amartizing the costs of new hydro system
investments over 30 years, at an annual cost to the treasury of $1.83 billion.
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Energy Minister Glenn Thibeault charged that Brown's Tories are keeping volers in
the dark on what their party would do ghout hydro rates as part of g strategy to "hide
for as long as you can” in advance of naxt year's election.

"Being g gooed opposition is having a preposition as well | . | talking about what you
wodd do differently, rather than constantly shake your fist and compiain,

“To mae, it just shows a fack of courage on his part,” said Thibeaull.

"He dossn't want to do anything other than just ride into winning government in
2018, Government takes a lot of hard work, You've got to make tough decisions.
He's continuing 1o iake the easy way out on this,” he said, adding the Liberal plan
offers "tangible ideas on the way we're geing 1o help people”

much as 30 per cent with a slew of measures, including stopping the privatization of
the Hydre One transrission utility.

NDF Leader Andrea Horwath said it's "disappointing” that Brown is avolding entry fo
the policy fray.

"I believe cur plan is what gave the Liberals an impelus o get moving on this issue”
said Horwath, blasting the PC chief

"That's the thing with this parlicular leader. | mean, he's been around for 17 years in
politics, but nobody reaily knows what he believes or what his plans are.” she said.

"This is a huge issue for the people of Cntario, and we need to se2 what the various
parties’ plans are”

The Tories, who enjoy a large lead over the Liberals and New Democrats in public-
opinien polls, have scheduled a policy conference for November in Toronto.

s e

Barge incident fuels call to halt turbine project

Kingston Whig-Standard - Tue Apr 4 2017
Byline: Elliot Ferguson
Page: A2

The partial sinking of a barge that was o be used in the construction of the Amherst
tsland wind energy project is reason encugh to stop the project, a Prince Edward
County environmental group says.

i g letter to Ontario Premier Kathleern Wynne, Anne Dumbrille, president of the
County Coalition for 8afe and Appropriate Green Energy, wrots that the partial
sinking of the barge on March 24 threatened the drinking waler supply.

"The recent sinking of a barge leased in order to ship aggregate to Amherst island
for the wind turbineg project, with the associated drinking water emergency in Prince
Edward County, was the first that we citizens, as well as the councilliors of Prince
Edward County, have been made aware that the Picton Terminals were involved in
this gotivity,” Durnbrile wrots.
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The barge's partial sinking prompted a state of water emergency in PEC, including a
cautionary boil water advisory for residents using the Picten-Bloomfield drinking
waler system, the establishment of a bulk water dispensing station in Wellington for
residents and a temporary shutdown of the Picton-Bloombield drinking water plant.

The Canadian Coast Guard stated that less than 30 litres of residual ol were spilled
from the barge, which was empty st the time of the incident.

The Coeast Guard also sald a sheen, belisved o be diesel fuel and hydraulic fluid,
could been seen on the water and ice near the barge.

The barge was reflogted on the weekend, and municipal officials said no
contaminants entered the drinking water system.

Dumbrille wrote that the uge of the Picton Terminals and adjacent roads were not
outlined in the Amherst project renewable energy agreement, nor is there any
description of material being moved by barge from Ficlon to the island.

“Mone of the barge traffic of aggregate from the county to Amherst Island is
mentioned or contemplated in the permit for the wind factory on Amherst island,”
she wrole.

Dumbrille noted that the route from Picton to Amherst Island passes the Glenora
farry crossing.

"There is no mention of driving materials/components related to the turbine project
to or through Prince Edward County, or shipping from Picton Terminals,” Dumbrille
wrote. "There was no description of use of an 'Aggregate Transfer Vessel'No
environmental studies have been undertaken. There was no Maring Logistics Plan
as required by the REA until rushed effors after the spill”

On Friday evening, the company building the wind energy project, Windlectric inc,,
tweeted a staternent about the sinking.

“Tha recent sinking of the Pitts Carilion barge at Picton Terminals is very
unfortunate. The barge was being prepared for use at the Amherst island Wind
Froject, bul was outside the project’s boundary at the time of the event” the
statermnent read. I then directed readers to the Canadian Coast Guard website.
elferguson@postmedia.com

Mount Dennis wanis to be Toronto's first ‘Net Zero® community

SBC.CA News - Mon Apr 3 2017, 5:0Cam ET
Byline: CBC News

Mount Dennis is striving to become carbon neutral as Toronto's first "Net
Zero" neighbourheod and its community association is hosting a public mesting
Monday night to discuss. how residents can use less non-renewable energy.

“The fundamental ingradient that we need is community engagement and as you
can see in Mount Dennis, residents are extremnely engaged and they are active
towards the transition to a low-carbon Tulure.” said Fernando Carou, who leads the
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cormmunity energy planning program at the city of Toronte in the Environment and
Energy Division.

The Mount Bennis Community Assoclation (MDCA) is working on developing an
action plan that will detall how the community can become carbon neutral as well as
become a more sustainable neighbeurhood overall.

Save enerygy, pay lower bills

Among the possibilities are retrofitting homes for energy efficiency, providing
incentives for electric vehicles, encouraging active transportation and further down
the line, even adopling solar panels or wind turbines as energy sources in Mount
Dennis.

"The big thing about Net Zero is everyene wanis to pay lower bills for water and
electricity. So if somebody comes {o yvou and says, Would vou like your house
insulated? You'll save energy,’ it's prefly hard for them to turn it down,"” said Mike
Matlos, president of the MDCA

When we come up with the concept that Net Zero means lower utility bills, pecple
agree that's a good idea.”

Rick Ciccarelli, the MDOA tead on the project, says the aim is {o improve energy
efficiency in both homes and businesses but also to reconnect the community of
Mount Dennis into the city’s sconomy.

"If there's going 1o be intensification in this area, [we need to] make it the best
development possible in terms of energy efficiency but also accommodate that
development,” he says.

With the arrival of the Eglinton Crosstown light-rail project, which the Ontario
government savs will be finished by 2021, the community is expecting fo be more
integrated with the city's economy, according to Ciccarelil.

The 19-kilometre systermn will connect Mount Dennis in the west with Kennhedy
Station in the east

Carou says there are a number of neighbourhoods in Teronto that are inferested in
becoming carbon neutral but the community interest from Mount Dennis is what
makes it the first {o really tackle it

We knew the next round of large-scale [carbon] reductions had to come from
cormmunities. We just didn't know which community was going to actually sslf-
identify first. We're vary pleased Mount Dennis is the one doing this at this time.” he
said.

Open House

The open house on Monday evening will update residents on how sustainable the
neighbourhood is right now and whal the next steps will be.

Carou says he will provide information on how much energy the community is using
right now and review the work already underway to "gquantify energy use in Mount
Dennig”
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A survey will also be launched for residents to collect more energy data,
fransportation patterns and where the community best thinks change can take
place.

Ciccarrelli describes i as "the beginning of an engagement process.”

"The idea is to start o map out the various parts of what sustainability means o
neighbourhood. Let's start to identify who is active in these areas, where the
opportunities and the challenges are," he said. "Let’s get people organized and
resource groups aligned 1o have a dialogue about what can happen.”

At the meeting, Metroliny officials are also expected to provide more detail on their
plan for an alternative to the proposed gas power plant.

The open house takes place at the Mount Dennis Public Library a1 7 p.m.

"They're going to be a really strong community going forward just by having this
conversalion,” sald Carow.

Celebrating a ‘gresn’ win

The community recently celebrated a big win after Metroliny and the provincial
government cancelled plans for 8 gas-powered backup facility in their
neighbourhood.

The gas plant was supposed to provide backup power to the Eglinton Crosstown
LRT, which is currently under construction.

Transportation Minister Steven Del Duca said last week that the community wanied
a greener option and that the new battery-powered system will decrease emizsions,
reduce costs and increase the ling's reliability.

T

How Alberia is trying to avoid Oniario’s green energy boondoggle

Gold Lake Sun -~ Tue Apr 4 2017
Byline:Stuant Thomsan
Page: A27

in a debate in the legislature last fall on the govemnment's plans to phase o coal
plants and shift to renewable energy, Wildrose MLA Derek Fildebrandt recalled a
friend from high school who jumped in a shopping cart and went careening down a
hill.

i didn't end well for the friend who, unsurprisingly, was hurl.

That was enough to teach Fildebrandt that careening down hilis in shopping carts is
a bad idea. On green energy, he said, Alberta should learn a similar lesson.

"Right now, Ontario is our friend, and Ontario just went down a hill," Fildebrandt
said. "We shouid not Tollow the example of Ontario”

Fidebrandt's metaphor isn't too off-base. A 2015 report from the Ontario auditor
general about the green energy program does resemble something like g grisly
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shopping cart crash.

According to the auditor general, consumers have paid $37 billion in extra costs
since the program started in 20086, Ontario residents can expect {o pay another
$133 billion in extra costs between 2015 and 2032,

Alberta's climate leadership plan is an ambitious program that, among other things,
will phase out coal power by 2030 and replace it with a mix of renewables and
natural gas. Since its inception, critics like Fildebrandt have peinted to the troubles
in CGntario as a scary portent of what Alberta can expact in the next dozen years.

But in one crucial way, the Alberta plan is almost the direct opposite of the Cntario
one. With renewables, Ontario put a price on power and then guaranteed it io
producers. For example, in the early davs, the Ontario government was offering 80
cents per Kilowatlt hour of solar power, which it then sold at market prices, sating the
foss. That was quickly brought down, bul the numbers never bore any relation to
markets; they simply reprasented bureaucrats'best guess about what would lure
renswable energy into the province. I the government bought power for 80 cenis
and soid it {o the United States for three cents, the ralepayers wound up paying for
it.

The Ontario Power Authority urged the government to switch {0 a competitive
procurement systern, but it initially declined. Thal decision, along with a catalogue of
other mistakes, cost Ontario consumers billions, according to the auditor general

From the beginning, Alberta will use an auction system for renewables that asks
producers to submit bids representing the lowest price the company can afford. The
province then makes up the difference.

That still ties the government to the marketl, but the bad scenatio, where the
government is paying a big difference, also means low prices for consumers and
there’s a natural cap on bids due to the auction. Companies know that to win the
comtract, they have to bid compelitively.

Andrew Leach, the University of Alberta economist who chaired the NDF's climate
leadership panel, said the governmaent didn't take his panel's recommendation on
procurament and that their preferred methods "are closer to the Onlario system than
what we recommended.”

Leach prefers a system where producers compete in an auction for a fixed topup on
prices, which means companies are stil responsive o market prices and the
government isn't at the market's meroy.

Blake Shaffer, an sconomics Fhi candidate at the University of Calgary, said the
government's approach should be fine, especially in the early years, and thatl i only
moves slightly foward the Ontario model.

"How far towards Ontarico's mistakes are you headed? | would argue not very far”
sald Shafler.

Shaffer said Alberta is dodging two bullets that hit Ontario through the eyes. Alberts
is not signing longterm contracts with producers and it's allowing the market to

determine the price.

Shaffer said the perk of the government's approach is that i gives the producers
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price certainty, which lowers the cost of capital. Thatl's a big deal in the renewables
markel, whers most of the costs are in capital. The downside is that producers have
no incentive to care about the value of the energy

. For exampie, it could mean wind power producers flock o high-wind areas like
Fincher Creek and would gll be generating at the same time. That pushes prices
down whenever the furbines are generating, owering the value and creating a
bigger spread for the government to cover.

"t would argue that for one or two auctions here, this is tolally fine. What we don't
want is 14 years of auctions that all deliver us low-value energy,” said Shalfer.

Also working in Alberta's favour is the plummeting price of renewables. Environment
Minister Shannon Phillips said the price of wind power has fallen &0 per cent and
the price of solar power has fallen 80 per cent since 2006, whan Ontario entered the
market.

Phillips noted that, to get costs under control, Ontaric has swilched {o the
auctionstyle procurement Alberta will be using.

"ALits essence, it s competitive, rather than government deciding what the price is,
which iz what prevailed in Ontarfo. And that was a mistake," said Phillips.

s Top

$1.83 Hydro bill: Manitoban shines light on solar energy

CBC.CA News - Mon A 3 2017, 1Cdtam ET
Byline:CBC News

When Heather Bishop looks at the long row of solar panels installed in the yard of
her rural scuthern Manitoba home, she sees not only an impressive sefup, but an
investment in the future,

“Every time | drive into the yard, it catches me again, and if's ke, 'Wow! That's
impressive,” Bishop said.

The 84 solar panels are about 34 metres long and four metres high. On a really
sunny day, they make a light buzzing sound and you can feel their vibrations if you
put vour hand on them, she said.

Walking through the melting snow on her property, the folk singer and artist said
when a Manitoba Hydro program made solar panels affordable, she knew she
wanted o jump on it right away.

"it's a renewable energy source ? no harm to the environment while it's producing it
? and if | can be part of that, t want to be part of it” Bishop said.

Fower Smart

Last April, Manitoba Hydre launched the Power Smart Solar Energy Program o heip
Manitobans harness the power of the sun.

it offers incentives and financial support for people to adopt solar power to generate
their own electricity and sell the excess energy back to Manitoba Hydro. The
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program provides solar photovoltaic installations at $1 per watt installed, which
covers about 25 per cent of the costs of a new instaliation.

Hydro spokesperson Bruce Owen confirmed 38 of 180 applications 1o the program
have been approved so far. Most have been from residential customers, with an
aven spiit coming from urban and rural property owners.

“Approximately half of the customers who've applied are also applying for financing
of their system through Manitoba Hydro's convenient residential earth power loan
program, which provides up to $30,000 for solar photovoltaic panels,” Owen said in
a staternent, adding financing is caloulated based on $3,000 per kilowalt of paneis
instalied.

The average seven-kilowat! systems being installed contain 28 solar panels, take up
more than 400 square feet of roof space and generate roughly 75 per cent of &
home's annusl electricity, Owen added.

Forward-looking

When Bishop bullt her house maore than 40 years ago, she had alternative energy in
the plans. It operated on passive solar energy, which means the way the house is
built actually helps heatthe home.

“At that time, | could heat my house with the sun, but I'm still using electricity from
Manitcba Hydro " she sald.

"I'm watching for the cost of panels and inverters to come down and then g vear
ago, Manitoba Hydro came up with this program where they would pay for basically
almost a third of the cost of the install. As soon as | saw thal, | contacted therm right
away.”

The whole setup cost about $58,000, which meant Bishop's part of the bill was
about $40,000, she said. She figures her annual hydro cost was $2,000, so it will be
paid back in 20 years, but "as soon as hydro goes up, that figure drops and drops”

The selar panels ware ready 1o go in January and, even though it was winter,
Bishop said she produced mare electricily than she needed.

“} just got my last Hydro bill for danuary and £ was $1.83. The only reason | had {o
pay anything was because | have {o pav the taxes on what | use but | don't get paid

taxes on what | sent them,” she said.

"So | actually sent them more power than | used, but | got dinged for taxes, so !
owed them $1.83 and | can live with that”

Bishop understands i's a big investment for people in Manitoba, but when they leck
at thelr own energy bills and the cost to the planet, it's worth i, she said.

"I'm hugely connected to the earth and | feel a gresat responsibility to take care of her
as much as 'm able,” she said.

With files from Samantha Samson
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