Message

From: Energy In The News (ENERGY) [energynews@ontario.ca]
Sent: 2017-03-20 4:38:44 PM
To: @ENERGY-COMM-Issues_and_MediaRelations [ENERGY-COMM-Issues_and_MediaRelations@msgov.gov.on.cal;

Anderson, Alexandria (OPG) [alexandria.anderson@opg.com]; Armstrong, Hillary (ENERGY)
[Hillary.Armstrong@ontario.ca]; Barbaro, Rachel (ENERGY) [Rachel.Barbaro@ontario.ca]; Berg, Denna (ENERGY)
[Denna.Berg@ontario.cal; Bergen, Tom (OPG) [Tom.Bergen@opg.com]; Mary Bernard [/O=IMO/OU=EXCHANGE
ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=Mary Bernard42a]; Berry, James (ENERGY)
[James.Berry5@ontario.cal; Biggs, Megan (ENERGY) [Megan.Biggs@ontario.cal; Bozzo, John (OEB)
[John.Bozzo@ontarioenergyboard.ca]; Buccilli, Lina (OEB) [Lina.Buccilli@ontarioenergyboard.ca]; Tim Butters
[/O=IMO/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=Tim Buttersb95];
Alexandra Campbell [/O=IMO/0OU=MSX1/cn=Recipients/cn=Alexandra Campbell]; Campbell, David (ENERGY)
[David.Campbell2@ontario.ca]; John Cannella [/O=IMO/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=John Cannella5e4]; Carson, Cheryl (ENERGY/MEDEI/MRI)
[Cheryl.Carson@ontario.ca]; Cayley, Daniel (ENERGY) [Daniel.Cayley@ontario.ca]; Chatterjee, Jeet (ENERGY)
[Jeet.Chatterjee@ontario.ca]; Coker, Meaghan (ENERGY) [Meaghan.Coker@ontario.ca]; Cooper, Sarah (ENERGY)
[Sarah.Cooper@ontario.cal; Crawford, Paul (OEB) [Paul.Crawford@ontarioenergyboard.ca]; Dade, Christine
(ENERGY) [Christine.Dade@ontario.ca]; Andrew Dow [/O=IMO/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF235PDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=Dowal; Dykxhoorn, Sandra (OPG) [Sandra.Dykxhoorn@opg.com]; Esdaile,
Trevor (ENERGY) [Trevor.Esdaile@ontario.cal; Evans, Karen (OEB) [Karen.evans@ontarioenergyboard.ca]; Chuck
Farmer [/O=IMO/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=Chuck
Farmerfall; Feather, Adam (ENERGY) [Adam.Feather@ontario.ca]; Gibbs, Diana (ENERGY) [Diana.Gibbs@ontario.cal;
Gruetzner, Ted {OPG) [Ted.Gruetzner@opg.com]; Hill, Allyson (ENERGY) [Allyson.Hill@ontario.ca]; Ho, Larissa
(ENERGY) [Larissa.Ho@ontario.ca]; Hume, Steen (ENERGY) [Steen.Hume®@ontario.cal; Imbrogno, Serge (ENERGY)
[Serge.Imbrogno@ontario.cal; Imlay, Patrick (ENERGY} [Patrick.Imlay@ontario.cal; Johnson, Paul
(ENERGY/MEDEI/MRI) [Paul.Johnson3@ontario.ca]; Kacaba, lennifer (ENERGY) [lennifer.Kacaba@ontario.cal;
Katona, Keley (ENERGY) [Keley.Katona@ontario.cal; Kelly, Neal (OPG) [Neal.Kelly@opg.com]; Kinapen, Donna (OEB)
[Donna.Kinapen@ontarioenergyboard.ca]; Kitchen, Matthew (ENERGY) [Matthew.Kitchen@ontario.ca]; Kovesfalvi,
Sylvia (OEB) [Sylvia.Kovesfalvi@ontarioenergyboard.ca]; Landmann, Peter (ENERGY) [Peter.Landmann@ontario.cal;
Lars Hansen [Lars.Hansen@ontarioenergyboard.cal; Latto-Hall, Arla (ENERGY) [Arla.Latto-Hall@ontario.cal; Lazakis,
Chloe (ENERGY) [Chloe.Lazakis@ontario.ca]; Jane Leckey [/O=IMO/OU=EXTernal
(FYDIBOHF25SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=e6d8e8002e2d4e27ace9fadc15df6606]; Leung, Thomas (MOF)
[Thomas.Leung@ontario.cal; Lindsay, Ken (ENERGY) [Ken.Lindsay@ontario.ca]; Linington, Brenda (MOI)
[Brenda.Linington@ontario.ca]; Mackie, Richard (OPG) [Richard.Mackie@opg.com]; Maguire, Lauren (ENERGY)
[Lauren.Maguire@ontario.ca]; McGoey, Eric (ENERGY) [Eric. McGoey@ontario.ca]; McGrath, Jessica (ENERGY)
[Jessica.McGrath@ontario.cal; Montgomery, Kaitlin {(MOF) [Kaitlin.Montgomery@ontario.ca]; Naveed, Fatima
(ENERGY) [SOM.Fatima.Naveed@ontario.cal; Nekolaichuk, Colin (ENERGY) [Colin.Nekolaichuk@ontario.ca]; Nelms,
Scott (MOF) [Scott.Nelms@ontario.ca]; O'Donnell, Cheryl (ENERGY) [som.Cheryl.O'Donnell@ontario.cal; O'Riordan,
Eamon (ENERGY) [Eamon.O'Riordan@ontario.ca]; Pagel, Alexa (ENERGY) [Alexa.Pagel@ontario.ca]; Pelkey, Bryan
(ENERGY) [Bryan.Pelkey@ontario.cal; Jordan Penic [/O=IMO/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=Penicj]; Pitkeathly, Doreen (ENERGY) [Doreen.Pitkeathly@ontario.cal;
Poirier, Linda (ENERGY) [Linda.Poirier@ontario.cal; Rehob, James (ENERGY) [James.Rehob@ontario.ca]; Reid,
Michael (ENERGY) [Michael.Reid@ontario.ca]; Rowe, Jennifer (OPG) [lennifer.Rowe@opg.com]; Ruttan, Craig
(ENERGY) [Craig.Ruttan@ontario.cal; Sermat-Harding, Kaili (ENERGY) [Kaili.Sermat-Harding@ontario.ca]; Shear, Dan
(ENERGY) [Dan.Shear@ontario.ca]; Simmons, Valerie (ENERGY) [Valerie.Simmons@ontario.cal; Spence Lair, Marlo
(ENERGY) [Marlo.Spencelair@ontario.ca]; Spence, Marcia (ENERGY) [Marcia.Spence@ontario.ca]; Stoiko, Andrea
(ENERGY) [Andrea.Stoiko@ontario.ca]; Sweet, Edward (ENERGY) [Edward.Sweet@ontario.ca]; Syed, Usman
(ENERGY) [Usman.Syed@ontario.ca]; Teliszewsky, Andrew (ENERGY) [Andrew.Teliszewsky@ontario.ca]; Thompson,
Erin (ENERGY) [Erin.Thompson@ontario.ca]; Todd, Brian (MOI) [Brian.Todd@ontario.ca]; Tretiakov, llia (ENERGY)
[llia.Tretiakov@ontario.cal; Visheau, Vanessa (ENERGY) [Vanessa.Visheau@ontario.cal; Waddell, Colleen (MOF)
[Colleen.Waddell@ontario.ca]; Wall, Vanda {OEB) [Vanda.Wall@ontarioenergyboard.ca]; Whittington, Matt
(ENERGY) [Matt.Whittington@ontario.ca]; Wright, Lindsay (ENERGY) [Lindsay.Wright@ontario.ca]; Yadav, Saurabh
(ENERGY) [Saurabh.Yadav@ontario.ca]; Terry Young [/O=IMO/0OU=MSX1/cn=Recipients/cn=Terry Young]
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March 20, 2017
Torlies cry contempt over ads promoting Liberal hydro plan

By Geoff Zochodne

The PCs say the ads are appearing before the government tables legisiation needed to enact ifs
hydro plan.

The Progressive Conservatives say advertisements promoting the Liberals' plan to cut hydro costs are putting the
cart before the horse - and the government in contempt of provincial parliament.

PC House Leader Jim Wilson rose on a point of privilege Monday morning, accusing the government of committing
a "prima facie" case of contempt against the legislature. The Grits did so, he alleged, because the new ads were
broadcast before the Liberal government backed up their hydro plan with promised legislation, thereby insulting the
legislature's role in the process.

"The advertising in question explicitly envisions a timeline and outcome for legislation which has yet to be introduced
in the Legislature,” said Wilson. "That is why, in all of our releases, both sides of the House o this day from that
ruling, we all say 'if passed by the Legislature.' This advertising makes nc mention of 'if passed by this Legislature' in
any of its forms, whether in social media or the radio.”

One of the Liberal backgrounders outlining their "Fair Hydro Plan” says that the government "intends to introduce
legislation” to refinance electricity generation costs.

"[The ads] are blatantly partisan, and [the Liberals] are littering radio stations and social media in a sad attempt to
save this government's falling popularity,” said PC Leader Patrick Brown during Monday's question period.

Premier Kathleen Wynne fired back that the Liberals had reformed the government ad rules after taking over for the
Tories in 2003. Prior to the change, the first minister had been allowed to appear in ads, as ex-premier Mike
Harris had done on occasion.

"Chaos was reigning, and the premier of the day had his face all over advertising,” Wynne said. "We changed those
rules.”

The new ads targeted by the Tories inform radio listeners that they'll soon receive an average 25-per-cent cut to
their electricity bill, which includes the 8-per-cent HST rebate the Liberals first promised last September. Auditor
General Bonnie Lysyk, a frequent critic of the government's promotions, has already said the ads wouldn't have
been approved by her office under the old rules, which the Liberals changed in 2015.

In defending themselves against the contempt charge, the Liberals maintain there is no bill in the house yet, and
therefore, "no proceeding to obstruct," said Government House LeaderYasir Naqvi. The Liberal government also
claims it has the right to implement its policies at its own pace.

"Given that there is no bill or proceeding before the House, the very premise of privilege does not exist,” Naqvi
added. "As part of its function, the government has a responsibility to raise awareness and communicate information
about programs and services that affect Ontarians. This includes informing Ontarians of changes to their electricity
bills so that they can use this information to plan for the future as they manage their household budgets.”

Energy Minister Glenn Thibeault, against whom the contempt allegation is specifically aimed, says the Liberal
government has spent "under a million dollars" on the ad campaign thus far. He said the campaign would be "in line"
with what the government has spent previously, and suggested this would mean radio, television, print and social
media ads.

"The more | talk to people in the province about the programs that we have, it just reminds me that we need to
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continue to do more to let people know about these programs,” Thibeault told reporters.

NDP Leader Andrea Horwath said the Liberals still haven't revealed their "phantom plan” to reduce hydro rates, but
are still promoting their policies.

"Now they're once again using public money — public money — to buy advertising to help themselves politically as
opposed to doing the right thing for the people of Ontario,” Horwath said.

To contact the reporter on this story:
gzochodne@gpbriefing.com’
416-212-5913

Twitter: @geoffzochodne?
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