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INSTANT HANSARD

>> MPP McNaughton: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. My question this morning is to the

Premier. Last week | held my second rural and small-town poverty and jobs roundtable. One of the major topics at this
meeting was the soaring hydro costs and how devastating they've been to people in small towns. Speaker, | don't need
to tell the Premier of Ontario that electricity rates have more than dulled 6 doubled in reason -- recent years driving
people into energy poverty. Yet no action was taken until her popularity in the polls plummeted. Her first step was to
use taxpayers' money to create congratulatory ads. Speaker, will the Premier explain why it's more important to put out
a s Eries of partisan political ads than it is to actually fix the hydro crisis that her government has created?

>> Premier Wynne: Minister of energy.

>> Minister Thibeault: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Very pleased to rise and talk about the Ontario

fair hydro plan, which actually addresses the specific issues concerned by many families that live in
the rural or northern parts of our province, Mr. Speaker. Because of that, Mr. Speaker, we acted. And
so the rrrp is going to be increased, Mr. Speaker, significantly for my of those customers -- our

two customers are one customer, Mr. Speaker. They're actually going to see not just 25%, Mr.
Speaker, like every other family and small abouts and farm in the province. They're actually going
to see between 40 and 50% reductions, Mr. Speaker, for those folks that are in rural and in northern
parts of the province. And so, Mr. Speaker, we're going to make sure that the rrrp is

enhanced. We're making sure distribution rates are fair for those folks that are in those parts of our
province, Mr. Speaker, and we will continue to bring forward other programs like the affordability
fund that will also help those folks in that part of the province, Mr. Speaker. Thank you very much.

>> MPP McNaughton: Mr. Speaker, back to the Premier. One of the many attendees at my recent
roundtable was pastor Brian horvin of the first Baptist church in wallaceburg. Pastor stated

Ontario's soaring electricity prices are emptying the charitable coffers of churches being tapped by
parishioners unable to pay their power bills or afford grocery Ms. Another story of heat or eat here in
Liberal Ontario. Speaker, does the Premier think it's fair for people to rely on churches to

cover basic necessities like heat, hydro and groc Eries in their communities? Or does she simply not
care about the people living in small towns in rural Ontario who are stuck paying their bills?

>> Minister Ballard: Well, thank you, Speaker. I'm delighted to be able to follow up on discussion around
poverty in Ontario. | think it shows the leadership of this government in establishing a ministry that focuses on Ontario's
poverty reduction strategies. | want to let you know that yesterday we tabled with the legislature our poverty reduction
strategy report, Mr. Speaker, that announces we've had a 20% reduction in child poverty in this province | think that
shows leadership right across, right across. Mr. Speaker, there's so much more that this province is doing when it comes
to poverty reduction in general. Whether it be things like the free tuition for students, for the --income pilot that

we're offering. The energy costs with some of the strategies that we're undertaking. -By and large, Mr. Speaker, we're
focused on --
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